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TRAI
RECOMMENDATIONS
TO SPUR GROWTH

TRAI hasset itself on apath which could spell good
tidingsfor the beleaguered DTH sector. TRAI hasfloated a
recommendation to do away with the licence fee for DTH
operators after the end of financial year 2026-27.

The rule requires DTH licensees to pay an annual
licence fee equivalent to three per cent of adjusted gross
revenue (AGR) which is to be brought
down to zero fee in the next three years.

“DTH licensees should not be [2)
charged any licence fee after the end of W’
thefinancial year 2026-27. Thelicensee v
should submit aninitial bank guarantee TRAI

from any scheduled bank to the Ministry
of Broadcasting (MIB) for ?5 crore for
the first two quarters. Thereafter, the
licensee should submit a bank guarantee
(BG) from any scheduled bank to the M1B
for an amount equivalent to the Initial BG
(i.e.,, Rs. 5 crore) or 20 per cent of the
estimated sum payable, equivalent to
License Feefor two quartersand other dues
not otherwise securitized, whichever is
higher,” TRAI said.

In another directive TRAI has also
issued an order to all distribution platform operators (DPOS)
that in case anew CAS/SMSisto be deployed on or after
01st March 2024, then they should only deploy such CAS
and SM S systemsthat aretested by atesting lab accredited
by TEC and certified by TEC or any other agency as
designated by the authority.

Further, the DPOs have been told to get their existing
CAS and SMS upgraded to such CAS and SMS that are
duly tested and certified by TEC to meet the requirements
specified under Schedule 1X of the Interconnection
Regulations, 2017, on or before 1st March 2025.

The certification process would enable the
standardisation of CAS and SMS in the systems deployed
by Distribution Platform Operators, which would enable
access to only subscribed television channels to the
subscribers and thereby ensuring a check on piracy. Also,
the broadcasters will get their fair share of revenues, the
regulatory body has said. B
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