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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

India’s broadcast, broadband, and digital media
ecosystem is undergoing an extraordinary phase of
transformation—fueled by policy reform, platform
innovation, and deepening consumer engagement.

In this issue, Vikas Kapoor, Director of the APAC
Broadband Division at Belden, discusses how the
company is enabling faster fiber broadband rollouts
through a globally integrated, end-to-end approach.

Regulatory change is also reshaping the industry.
The implementation of NTO 3.2 is triggering structural
shifts in the broadcasting space, pushing operators to
revisit pricing strategies, channel bouquets, and
distribution models.

In the OTT space, disruption continues. Apple TV+
has joined Prime Video Channels in India at just Rs. 99,
marking a pivotal moment for bundled streaming and
redefined content aggregation. At the same time,
YouTube has announced a massive Rs. 800 crore
investment aimed at strengthening creator tools, regional
content, and platform innovation in India.

DD Free Dish's latest MPEG-4 auction saw strong
interest from regional and devotional broadcasters,
underscoring the strategic importance of the free-to-air
segment. Meanwhile, Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have
officially called off their proposed DTH merger.

On a broader economic level, India’s screen
economy has delivered an impressive Rs. 5.44 lakh crore
contribution to the GDP in 2024. With over Rs. 5.14
lakh crore in output and more than 26 lakh jobs
generated, the film, TV, and digital content sectors are
now firmly established as growth engines of the national
economy.

This month also features a strategic conversation
with Kelly Day and Gaurav Gandhi on Prime Video's
expanding India and global playbook. India is not only
a key market—it’s a hub of original content innovation,
with 25% of Prime Video India's viewership now coming
from international audiences.

Finally, we spotlight media veteran Uday Shankar s,
where he outlines a bold vision for the future of India's
M&E sector—emphasizing scale, creativity, and global
leadership.

With 180 million TV households, nearly 953 million
internet subscribers, and an increasingly multilingual,
mobile-first audience, India’s content economy stands
at the cusp of a digital leap.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qIT 7% 4T &1 78T SHH TTaq AI=S

SONY’S ' NOSTALGIA MEETS
STRATEGY

Sony Pictures Networks has
licensed iconic shows CID and Crime
Patrol to Netflix India, enabling a new
generation to experience these long-
running crime thrillers. Analysts view
this as both a smart monetisation of
legacy IP and a way to tap into
nostalgia-driven viewership in a
highly competitive streaming
landscape. This could also signal a broader shift in Sony’s
syndication strategy.

ZEE BHARAT ANNOUNCES HIRING DRIVE

Zee Bharat has launched a fresh
hiring campaign for roles across
editorial and production verticals
including Associate Producers,
Political Correspondents, Input
Editors, Copy Editors, Anchors, and
Graphic Designers. Applicants are
expected to have between 2—-8 years
of experience and a strong command
of Hindi. The drive reflects Zee’s intent
to strengthen its regional and national news coverage in
the lead-up to key state elections.

AIDCF, SEEKS FAIR CABLE TV
FRAMEWORK

A delegation from the All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF) met with Information & Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to address
growing concerns around broadcaster
RIOs (Reference Interconnect Offers) and :
the lack of parity in channel packaging. o
AIDCEF also discussed the need for a
unified regulatory authority overseeing
broadcasting, telecom, and digital media to ensure a level
playing field for cable operators and LCOs.

RAHUL SINHA RETURNS TO ANCHOR
ZEE NEWS

Veteran journalist Rahul Sinha is now hosting Zee
News’ flagship prime-time show DNA. With over 27 years
in journalism, Sinha aims to restore the show’s original

© AIDCF
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spirit of fearless, fact-based storytelling. His return is seen
as part of Zee News’ renewed focus on strengthening its
editorial lineup.

MIB CANCELS OVER 1,000 MSO LICENCES

The  Ministry  of
Information & Broadcasting
(MIB) has revoked 1,045 multi-
system operator (MSO) licences
and rejected 114 new
applications due to non-
compliance and unpaid dues.
Only 845 MSOs remain active
as of March 2025. The
crackdown is part of a larger
effort to bring greater
transparency and regulatory
discipline to the cable distribution ecosystem.

SUSHIL MOHAPATRA EXITS NDTV
After 17 years at NDTV, senior

journalist Sushil Mohapatra has ventured

into independent digital journalism with

the launch of Grameen Report, a

multilingual YouTube channel focused

on rural stories, village traditions, and

grassroots issues. The content will be

published in three languages, aiming to

give voice to underrepresented rural communities.

JIOHOTSTAR CROSSES 200M
SUBSCRIBERS

JioHotstar has surpassed 200 million paid
subscribers, becoming the third-
largest streaming platform
globally—after Netflix and Amazon
Prime Video. The platform's rapid
growth has been fueled by free IPL
streaming for Jio users, multilingual
content, and bundled data
offerings. This milestone
significantly alters the OTT power
rankings worldwide and reinforces
Reliance’s dominance in the digital entertainment
space.®

e o

MINISTRY OF
INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING

* JioHotstar
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PRIME VIDEO LAUNCHES APPLE TV+

Amazon’s Prime Video has officially launched Apple
TV+ as an add-on subscription in India, available for just
799 per month. Prime members can now access Apple’s
exclusive library of acclaimed shows and films—including
Ted Lasso, Shrinking,
Severance, The Morning Show,
Silo, and Wolfs—directly within
the Prime Video app.

This rollout is part of a [§;
global expansion, with Apple &
TV+ also available via Prime
Video in the US, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, and
parts of Europe and Latin
America.

“We're delighted to bring
Apple TV+to Prime Video customers in India,” said Kelly
Day, VP of International, Prime Video. Gaurav Bhasin, head
of marketplace for Prime Video India, added that this move
enhances the platform’s offering of over 75,000 hours of
additional content via more than 25 partner channels. Eddy
Cue, Apple’s SVP of Services, emphasized Apple’s mission
to bring award-winning storytelling to global audiences.

NETFLIX POSTS $3.3 BILLION OPERATING
INCOME IN Q1 2025

Netflix has reported strong financial results for Q1
2025, with operating income rising 27% year-over-year to
$3.3 billion. Revenue climbed 13% YoY (16% on an FX-
neutral basis), driven by growth in memberships and
pricing adjustments. EPS
increased 25% to $6.61.

The company’s U.S. and
Canada (UCAN) region saw
revenue grow 9% YoY, although
this was a slowdown from Q4’s
15% growth, impacted by fewer
ad revenues from NFL games.
Netflix says UCAN growth will reaccelerate in Q2.

Netflix also announced the launch of its proprietary
ad tech platform in the U.S., reinforcing its strategic focus
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on advertising. Content highlights in Q1 included
Adolescence, Back in Action, and Ad Vitam, which broke
into Netflix’s most popular titles.

WAVES OTT FACES TURBULENT PHASE

Four months after its debut, Prasar Bharati’s free OTT
platform WAVES has crossed 30 lakh
downloads and garners about 1 lakh
daily viewers. However, industry
experts argue that the platform’s
current engagement falls short given
India’s 80 crore-strong digital
population.

Comscore’s 2024 report
reveals YouTube as the OTT leader
with 41 crore unique visitors, followed
by MX Player, Spotify, Hotstar, and
JioCinema. In contrast, WAVES must significantly bolster
its content strategy to remain viable.

As a free platform in a competitive, content-rich
environment, WAVES faces the challenge of scaling both
quality and audience engagement.

OTT AGGREGATORS CREATING NEW
FRICTION

With over 130 million OTT subscriptions in India as
of end-2024, content aggregators are positioning
themselves as the antidote to
platform fatigue. These services
promise to unify fragmented @
OTT libraries into a single
interface, but still struggle with
user experience, discovery
challenges, and dominance
battles.

As users face
subscription overload and rising
costs, aggregators aim to offer
bundled solutions. However,
technical limitations, inconsistent content access, and lack
of control over user data continue to create friction.

While the aggregator model holds promise, its path
to mainstream relevance requires solving core UX and
distribution conflicts in India’s crowded OTT space. B
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CORPORATE FOCUS

DRIVING FIBER
ACCESS ACROSS APAC

Vikas Kapoor, Director of the APAC Broadband
Division of Belden, shares insights about Belden’s plans
for helping operators accelerate the rollout of fiber
broadband, and the benefits of using an end-to-end
equipment supplier with global experience.

Across the Asia-Pacific (APAC) region, national
broadband and community-led initiatives are reshaping
connectivity, bringing high-speed internet to remote rural
areas and urban centers. As the demand for faster speeds
and greater bandwidth increases, the spotlight shifts to
fiber. That’s where Belden steps in, working with its
broadband sub-brands, PPC, Precision Optical
Technologies and Sichert, to deliver end-to-end fiber
infrastructure solutions. Together, they enable service
providers to deploy scalable, future-ready networks that
help bridge the digital divide in the APAC region and
worldwide.

Governments across the
Asia-Pacific region have
increasingly prioritized
expanding fiber networks to
create a foundation for digital
infrastructure, recognizing the
importance of economic growth,
job creation and global
competitiveness. Yet, fiber
maturity varies significantly
from country to country. To
address this, Belden has
adopted a localized approach to
understand the unique needs of
network operators and service
providers in each area. This
ensures its solutions are
directly aligned to support the
region’s evolving digital needs.

Vikas Kapoor, Director
of Belden’s APAC broadband
division, acknowledges that
India is an outlier within the
region. “Despite strong growth
in recent years, wired
broadband penetration in India

VIKAS KAPOOR
DIRECTOR OF THE APAC
BROADBAND DIVISION OF BELDEN
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is only around the 9% mark — a mixture of DSL, Ethernet
LAN, cable modems, leased lines, and fiber,” he said.

While Belden maintains a strong presence in the
country, the company recognizes the potential for growth,
not just in India but also in many neighboring countries,
which have more advanced fiber infrastructure.

GLOBAL LEADER

Belden is a global leader in networking solutions,
from cabling systems and connectivity equipment to
networking hardware. Customers across the region include
Tier 1/2 telcos, ISPs and cable operators, many of whom
have long relationships with the company.

Belden’s fiber services and solutions are readily
available in India, Indonesia and the Philippines. Over the
next five years, Belden plans to significantly scale its
presence across key APAC markets, including Japan, South
Korea, Vietnam and Thailand, where national strategies are
increasingly focused on providing gigabit-capable
networks. In Japan, operators seek to deliver 99.9% fiber
connectivity by 2027. South Korea plans to provide every
city, town and village with gigabit internet speeds in the
next five years.
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Operating in mature markets means Belden often
competes against other established suppliers, but it’s a
challenge the company welcomes. “We prefer to go into a
market where we see prominent players. We’re renowned
for quality and reliability, so we are not afraid of healthy
competition,” Kapoor said.

UNIQUE SELLING POINTS

What makes Kapoor even more confident are
Belden’s unique selling points that address some of the
biggest challenges operators face as they look to accelerate
fiber access across APAC. Chief among them is the
company’s ability to deliver an end-to-end solution,
providing a range of equipment and technologies that can
be used throughout the network infrastructure. The Belden
product portfolio is comprehensive, from PPC’s fiber cabling
to Precision OT’s optical networking equipment to Sichert’s
OSP fiber cabinets.

2 B

Such an extensive portfolio has its advantages, as
Kapoor explained. “If you have 10 different vendors each
providing a solution for a single network, issues often get
passed around, making them harder to resolve,” he said.
“With Belden’s one-stop solution, we take ownership of
the challenge; no matter the problem, we hold ourselves
accountable to deliver an effective solution.”

Presenting customers with a single point of
accountability is a real strength, particularly when the
service provider is fully committed to building a network
with the robustness and resilience that Belden brings to
every infrastructure component. Kapoor highlighted several
projects where Belden products are integrated throughout
the entire network, from the central office and Network
Operations Center (NOC) to enterprise environments and
residential homes. “We have an edge in offering a complete
end-to-end solution that offers a robust and reliable
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alternative to building out infrastructure piecemeal,” he
explained.

THE LAST MILE

The last mile, the critical access transport network
that links homes and businesses to the core infrastructure,
is another area where Belden distinguishes itself. “The last
mile is an area where a majority of challenges can occur due
to poor quality installations,” noted Kapoor. “Belden has
made it a priority to provide high-quality and differentiated
solutions, addressing the challenges faced by installers.”

Belden has been tackling the issue of unstable signal
propagation since it started working with Fiber-to-the-Home
(FTTH) in India. “A major challenge we have encountered
with last-mile connectivity occurs when the optical signal
enters the home. Typically, there is a 10 to 50 meter stretch
of cable that goes from the pole to the premises. This
connection can be highly unstable, with jitter on the line,
caused by environmental factors such as wind and rain,”
he said. “And there are often challenges faced during
installation inside the premises.”

The solution? Thorough installation training for
engineers and a high-quality home termination box, with patch
cord, pigtail and accessories, ensures seamless
communication and high-speed audio, video and data transfer.
“It’s our attention to detail and a relentless focus on
optimizing performance that sets Belden apart,” said Kapoor.

REPUTATION AND TRUST

Many operators who previously partnered with
Belden to deliver cable TV services have now diversified
into broadband. “We have worked with them in the past
with our legacy products, and the relationship remains
strong,” he said. “There is a confidence and a hard-earned
trust in what we do.”

A testament to the resilience of Belden’s products is
that its legacy equipment is still in use, 25 years after its
installation in some cases. “While myriad upgrades might
have been layered on top, the foundational connectivity
we provided is still 100% reliable. This gives customers
significant confidence in the future, especially when
discussing fiber solutions,” Kapoor explained.

SOLVING PROBLEMS

Belden’s commitment to delivering the highest quality
components for each project means the sales and product
development teams spend a lot of time meeting with
operators and asking questions. “I want to fully understand
the pain points they’re experiencing and the challenges their
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installers are facing,” Kapoor said. “Whether it’s difficulties
bringing Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP) in business parks
and industrial estates or FTTH in Multi-Dwelling Units
(MDU) and single-unit housing, there is always a solution.”

Depending on the country or region, many factors
affect how a fiber network is deployed. There are
geographic considerations — high humidity can degrade
fiber jackets, while salt exposure on islands can corrode
metal components. However, it’s more often about supply
and demand dynamics.

“Some countries are racing to meet demand for high
bandwidth, but face obstacles around network readiness.
Some have adopted infrastructure sharing to help alleviate
planning issues, while others are turning to fixed wireless
access because there’s no fiber in the ground,” he said.
“Whether it’s powermanagement concerns, technical
hurdles with underground or aerial infrastructure, Belden
stays ahead of these challenges to deliver tailored solutions
that can meet our customers’ needs.”

CUSTOMER INNOVATION CENTERS

Through a combination of acquisitions and
partnership programs with global distributors and installers,
Belden is uniquely equipped to tackle complex challenges
with effective solutions. Its integrated ecosystem of world-
class engineers, paired with best-in-class equipment,
enables the company to address customer needs with
precision and agility. With a global presence across Asia,
the Americas and Europe, there is an extensive knowledge
pool of experience and expertise to draw upon.

In addition, Belden has five Customer Innovation
Centers which develop customized solutions for different
markets —two of them are in APAC, one in Bangalore, India,
and the other in Shanghai, China. These facilities allow for
direct engagement with Belden’s in-lab experts, where they
can simulate real-world challenges and test solutions
before deployment.

“Whether the goal is to improve operational
efficiency or create a seamless customer experience, we’re
ready to show exactly how we can help,” said Kapoor.
“Whether it’s incremental improvements or transformative
innovations, our team is committed to guiding customers
through the process. We bring them into our Centers, show
them what the network would look like in their region and
how we can support it. It’s always about finding and
delivering a complete, reliable, high-quality solution —one
that’s built to last.” W
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PRIME VIDEO'S
EXPANDING
PLAYBOOK: KELLY DAY
AND GAURAV GANDHI
OUTLINE GLOBAL AND
INDIA STRATEGIES

India is one of thelargest original content hubs outside
the U.S.25% of Prime Video India’s content
consumption comes from outside India. India was the
first to launch mobile-only
and multi-tier Prime plans
and content available in 10
Indian languages

Prime Video’s top
leadership Kelly Day, Head of
International &  Vice
President, and Gaurav Gandhi,
Vice President, Asia Pacific &
MENA—offered a compelling
look into the platform’s
evolving global strategy and
India-first innovations. The
two executives share their
perspectives on how Prime
Video is not only shaping the
future of streaming but also
redefining what it means to be
an all-encompassing
entertainment destination.

BALANCING THEATRICAL MAGIC WITH
STREAMING CONVENIENCE

Kelly Day underscored Prime Video’s belief in a
hybrid content ecosystem that balances theatrical releases
with on-demand streaming. “We understand that people
are selective about what they choose to watch in the theatre,
but we think the opportunity to bring audiences together
for a theatrical experience is still pretty magical,” she said.
Affirming the company's commitment to the big screen, she
revealed that Prime Video aims to produce 14-15 titles
annually for global theatrical distribution.

Day emphasized that experimentation is key: “We're
going to continue to experiment to make sure that we not

KELLY DAY
HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL &
VICE PRESIDENT, PRIME VIDEO
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only maximize the opportunity around the films but also
deliver them to customers wherever they want to watch
them.”

BUILDING A ONE-STOP ENTERTAINMENT HUB

The conversation quickly pivoted to Prime Video’s
broader goal of becoming a comprehensive entertainment
hub. “We want to be the first place people think of when
they want to watch something,” Day explained. “It’s about
making sure customers can find anything they want—
whether it’s through our own content or through a robust
network of partner channels.”

Gaurav Gandhi elaborated on how this vision is
taking shape in India: “We already have 25+ channel
partners in India and are expanding. Globally, this number
runs into the hundreds. India is an important testbed for
innovation in this model.”

INNOVATING FOR THE INDIAN VIEWER

India’s strategic importance was a recurring theme
throughout the discussion. Gandhi
described it as a dual engine of
growth—both in terms of customer
acquisition and content creation.
“India has one of the largest original
content slates outside the U.S. Nearly
25% of viewing for this content comes
from outside India,” he shared.

India is also leading in product
innovation. “It was among the first
countries where we launched a mobile-
only plan. Today, it’s the only country
with multiple tiers—Prime, Prime Lite,
and others—allowing us to segment
offerings for different customer needs.”

Language diversity, Gandhi
noted, is another core advantage: “We program in 10 Indian
languages, encouraging customers to consume content in
their language of choice while also nudging them to explore
others. This unique approach is helping us build a replicable
global playbook.”

GLOBAL FOOTPRINT, LOCAL ROOTS

Touching on Prime Video’s distinctive global
footprint, Day noted, “We operate in over 200 countries
and territories. In around 25 of those, Prime Video is part of
the broader Prime bundle that includes shipping, music,
and gaming benefits. In the rest, it’s a standalone service.”
This dual model allows for flexibility in how the platform
scales and adapts across different markets.®

GAURAV GANDHI
VICE PRESIDENT, ASIA PACIFIC
& MENA, PRIME VIDEO
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IMPACT OF NTO 3.2
ON CHANNEL PRICING

AND BUNDLING

With the implementation of the new New Tariff Order
(NTO) 3.2, the broadcasting landscape in India is
undergoing significant structural changes.

Major broadcasters have swiftly updated their packs
and pricing strategies to comply with regulatory mandates
set forth by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI). These changes, while regulator-driven, are poised
to have lasting impacts on consumer choice, broadcaster
revenue models, and market competition.

IMMEDIATE CHANGES IMPLEMENTED

While there has been no change in the pricing of
curated operator packs, there are notable MRP changes
across:
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¢ Broadcaster bouquets, and
¢ A-la-carte channels.
This revision has been enforced uniformly across
all MSOs (Multi System Operators) and is non-optional at
the distributor level.

In particular:

¢ Sony, Jio-Star, and TV Today broadcasters have
revised their MRPs, effective immediately.
Detailed updated pricing information has been
provided and analyzed based on the attached Excel
file (summary provided below).

L

A major structural shift is also underway, with Colors
channels and Bouquets now being incorporated under the
Jio-Star Broadcaster Bouquet. This is a direct result of the
merger between Network 18 (Colors/ICAST) and Star India,
eliminating the separate existence of Colors bouquets for
future renewals.

PRICING ANALYSIS: UPDATED MRP
SNAPSHOT

¢ TEHRT gE AT
¢ TA-HE T
7E HAG AU TR (TSl B ey ) § J9H

w9 I @1 A1 T § AN e T W I8 daiedd Tol ¢ |
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4§ HMYe o1 7, ST i U9 § @] 2 T e |
[P 21U=E g MEme JIFaEN 98 & T 2§ 3
U AHed BEd (T J0a UBE e T E) %
I 97 38! ey foram T E |

I AT g 3@ SEI-=E g% & Jqd a6 S
T197 T2 18 (T /aEare) Ar =W I & a9
forrr a1 e aftom %, S wiess § qdmie & forg s
% H T ARAA T & T E |

1 faseuon uSes ARl Susiie

Broadcaster | Previous MRP Range [ New MRP Range | Notable Changes
LESIEGT gd Ty I TH ARG I | Se T aEere
Sony Rs.4—-Rs.19 Rs.5— Rs.22 Increment across key entertainment channels
AT Rs. 4 - Rs.19 Rs.5- Rs.22  |#e@yl FF= o9ei § ghg
Jio-Star Rs.3—Rs.22 Rs.4—Rs.25 New super-bouquets include Colors channels
=R Rs. 3 - Rs.22 Rs.4-Rs. 25 |99 97 G § He o= I
TV Today Rs.1—-Rs.5 Rs.1-Rs.6 Slight increase in news channels
2@ 22 Rs. 1 - Rs.5 Rs.1-Rs. 6 TN Il A ks
KEY OBSERVATIONS: qE S E
¢ Sony: Premium content channels (Sony SAB, Sony ¢ Gl s difEE Bz T (‘Elﬁ T, A G
Entertainment TV) have seen 5-10% price hikes. iﬁﬁ) 4 5-10% @l g Eﬁ%ﬁr T T E |
4 Jio-Star: Strategic consolidation of Colors ¢ RREI-BR ¢ & 9T & TS hmT |
properties has strengthened its bouquet offering, THE o AT @l TG (A €, T G g
justifying a premium pricing structure. o s &1 Sfad seTmn o ww E |
. o B E]EEI INDIAY | DD )
ELarF'Ius m CO[O rS [ NEWS

A

NfWS

M""d
,%%ﬁ@%

23 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MAY 2025



MARKET ANALYSIS

¢ TV Today: Minor adjustments, likely aimed at staying ¢ 2 g% ¢ AFET FHEISH, HYads FHER Nelr §
competitive in the news genre. afereff &9 T&d & 3aed A |
MARKET IMPACT ISR 9T 991
The changes under NTO 3.2 will reshape the Indian GIEIA 3.2 & e (63 T qeed e U 2l A dl
pay-TV market in the following ways: FefRad Tl 3 791 /9 &7
1.  Bundling Strengthens: 1. gefdT LS E HRIE
With mergers like Network18-Star, super-bouquets Yo 18— 30 T & Y. AEny dfet (H e
combining pqpular genres (Entertainment + News + N  + 86 ) 2 R ’@T{ ﬂ% N &
Regional) will offer greater value to consumers, . :
potentially leading to higher bouquet uptake vs. Bl e T aﬁﬁ’. ; \f RN {?\q EliCaill
individual channel subscriptions. A HEHAT Dl SSAL L B g% %I A e |
2. Price Sensitivity: 2. {7 gagAsierarn
While the hikes appear modest, high ARPU (Average Tg gerdil ‘:IT‘ffﬁ AN B, i 3T Qm (g-]%f
Revenue Per User) households may absorb them SEREA S TIT'RZI) T T EET ST A
z;ilz. i}(zlwrz\;z, :rreiz:—izz}s/itive consumers in semi- ¥ | ot 3#([_& et e 2t 3
re-evaluate their channel T ‘5 e 3?!?:[ 3‘:“ T 3T %:'?'r
preferences. AT B G &Y A ¢ |
3. MSO Strategies: | 3. W\;ﬁ F R
Since MSOs cannot alter - SR T e
broadcaster MRPs, their g Al % b i
focus will shift to curating A ab_{v\\liél T ST hal
better operator packs, R S U, ‘Jﬁf—?ﬂﬂ TS
promotional discounts, and A T add Ha T B T
value-added services to l%jﬂ, dlfe o 39T RESEAESES 9 &l
retain and grow their T 75 AN 91 7 |
subscriber bases. ‘
4. D2C and OTT migration :ﬁ é:‘ﬁ AT AES AT
risk: 8
Even a small price escalation Tl H AT ﬁ%&' o LR &l @l
may push certain segments toward§ OTT.ser\./ices ST Harstt F fop By e, Ao ar geer
}l{lile J10C1nemtz.1, SonyLIV, or Hotstar, impacting linear &1 AT e Tl =, B AT S gt & |
consumption.
Afersy &1 gRean
FUOTUSRuEpg‘%-I(;tsoofi)dlztion'We expect more cross-network ¢ AAMNSY & o T3l = % | i
: - Youd fam a1 AR & oeiE B, e 5Eed @
mergers or partnerships similar to Jio-Star, aiming to qak ) rEbe A B ﬂ%
increase bouquet stickiness and control churn. P Bl dHT 3T T i FEr EISrIi |
¢ Dynamic Pricing Models: Broadcasters may lobby ¢ T bl frufwr dtews v 9 & T,
TRALI for dynamic MRP models based on time of STl @ HIT AT 39T & =M & 3T 9T Tl
day, genre demand, or consumer location. AR 4= & [0 2% F Wl &7 wehd & |
¢ Blse O.f Freemium Mo@els: Broadgasters may ¢ WRRW Aied & 9893 dizEreT EENE Uad &
increasingly push free-to-air (FTA) offerings bundled 3 oS Rt & =1 R T B
with OTT options as hybrid packages. ®1 A Siciel 14 N il EI%FT\ ; et
¢ Operator Innovations: MSOs will need to innovate (QEISZCIQ) ST T Tl & Febl % | )
around hardware bundling (smart boxes, hybrid set- ¢ AN TN Qq@ii‘}ﬁ @ UIHIT TER & ﬁfﬂ'{
top boxes) and loyalty programs to retain premium HEERIEE L (1:112‘ die, TEES U2 29 Eﬁm:{) AR
subscribers.® ArIee] HRGHT § AT i dl A9l &nT | |
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INDIA’'S EXPANDING
DIGITAL FRONTIER: A
SNAPSHOT OF THE
BROADCAST AND
BROADBAND
LANDSCAPE

India’s broadcast and digital media ecosystem
continues to grow at an impressive pace, driven by
deepening internet penetration, rising digital
transactions, and surging content consumption. The
country boasts 180 million TV households, nearly 953
million internet subscribers, and a rapidly diversifying
OTT landscape. As technological access widens and
user behavior evolves, India’s media and entertainment
sector is positioned for a transformative leap.

TRADITIONAL MEDIA STILL STANDING
STRONG

¢ TV Households in India are estimated at 180 million,
with 65.5 million active DTH subscribers.

HIA hl Fedl

fefTed atee: garur iR
gieds uRgsd &
Tsh &9die

gRT &1 9910 A few #ifsar wikRafoat aa
§erie @ ggdt ygd, ggd Rfved av-a7 o ggdt
arrft GUd & BROT gHIEr T @ §¢ ter & 189
¥ 180 faferaw 2t &7, T 953 fferaT seqz
e ST aft & Rifrgargt st aRgsT & 18-
AF aeiel Ygd AT9% gkl 8 R IuarTEdr
IER fa@ia gar 8, 9ia &1 Hifsar ofv ataT
87 % Rad@rt serT & forg daw &1

yRafie Hiftar ot o Aot & @1 ®
¢ 9 § 3 @ 1 A 180 ffer & @1 A E,
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¢ The cable ecosystem remains relevant, supported
by 1,755 registered Multi-System Operators (MSOs)
and 9 million cable broadband subscribers.

¢ News & Current Affairs TV Channels and Private
FM Radio Channels are tied at 388 each, indicating a
resilient appetite for both visual and auditory news
delivery.

RADIO & COMMUNITY MEDIA
¢ India’s FM radio listenership (ages 13+) stands
between 96—101 million, showing sustained
engagement despite the digital surge.
¢ With 467 operational community radio stations,
localised content continues to play a crucial social
role in underserved regions.

CINEMA & OTT
¢ The film sector saw 1,557 releases (data likely for
2022), reaffirming India’s position as one of the
world’s most prolific cinema producers.
¢ Indianow boasts 22 OTT video platforms, playing a
pivotal role in content diversification and regional
language growth.

DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY & CONSUMPTION
¢ The country has 953.3 million internet subscribers
with a telecom penetration rate of 84.5%, making
digital services widely accessible.

¢ Aa FHIPH R @ g3 €, BT 1755 Tl
gl P iwer (THeEst) A 9 Mfes daw
dr=dE AHEET B AU U ¢ |

¢ RN T FEEEE A SE A R e i
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% TAEN G0 & 1T U TG 77 i a1 & |

e ot amaie fifsar
¢ 9Nd & THUA I gt (13 a9 7 w9y &)
%I T 96-101 {fera & a9/ &, S f=ifea 38« &

qEeE R I3 &I ST 2 |
¢ 467 UREIEH AMEGE AT RIH & A1, HHEET
AT i & § U qeaqul Y e 7@ E |
R afiT e

¢ T & 1557 fbed Rl 85 (321 wwa: 2022 &
%), o g & wae faga R Fwmnet § 7 s
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¢ Broadband subscribers (wired + wireless) total 927.5
million, while narrowband subscribers stand at 25.8
million.

¢ The average annual data consumption per user
reached 17.78 GB in 2023, underscoring the rise of
video, gaming, and app-based platforms.

DIGITAL ECONOMY ON THE RISE

¢ India processed a staggering $1 trillion in digital
transactions, powered by UPI, fintech innovation,
and increased smartphone penetration.

¢ The country has 223 million e-commerce shoppers,
making it one of the fastest-growing consumer
markets globally.

¢ Gaming & Youth Engagement

¢ With 568 million gaming users, India is cementing
its place as one of the largest gaming markets in the
world.

PRINT REMAINS A PILLAR
¢ Despite digital acceleration, 1,48,277 print titles were
registered in 2022, highlighting the continued
importance of print in regional and local news
ecosystems.

CONCLUSION: A HYBRID FUTURE OF SCALE
AND DIVERSITY

India’s media and entertainment ecosystem is no
longer bifurcated between digital and traditional—it's
blended. With broadband and mobile growth underpinning
a digital-first future, the country is witnessing convergence
across platforms, formats, and languages. The interplay
between robust TV and radio infrastructure, a booming OTT
sector, and digitally empowered consumers positions India
as not only the largest but also one of the most dynamic
media markets globally. B

¢ T Med (T T AEIEE) FA 927.5 Wi §
Tafep TdE Tew 25.8 ffead 2 |
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APPLE TV+
PRIME VIDEO
COLLABORATION

Bundled streaming to redefine content aggregation.

In a move poised to reshape India’s streaming
landscape, Prime Video has launched Apple TV+ as an add-
on subscription through its Channels service. At just
Rs. 99 per month, Prime members can now access Apple
TV+’s premium originals—from global hits like Ted Lasso,
The Morning Show, and Severance to new cinematic
releases including Wolfs and The Gorge—all within the
Prime Video app experience.

The development marks a strategic milestone for
Amazon’s marketplace ambitions, bringing yet another
marquee global content brand under its aggregation
umbrella. Apple TV+ is now available as a Prime Video
Channel not only in India but also in the US, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, and parts of Europe and Latin
America. For Indian consumers, this bundling approach may
offer respite from platform fatigue by reducing app switching
and billing friction.

“We’re delighted to continue rolling out Apple TV+
on Prime Video with the launch in India today,” said Kelly

-
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Day, VP of International, Prime Video. Gaurav Bhasin, Head
of Marketplace for India, emphasized the value proposition:
“Apple TV+ joins our 25+ add-on subscription partners,
reinforcing our mission to simplify entertainment
discovery.”

Apple’s SVP of Services Eddy Cue noted that Indian
audiences will now have easier access to the platform’s
award-winning storytelling without leaving the Prime Video
ecosystem—a win for both accessibility and engagement.

MARKET ANALYSIS

The collaboration underscores the evolving
dynamics of OTT bundling in India, a market already
crowded with 40+ streaming platforms and over 130 million
subscriptions. As content saturation grows and
subscription fatigue deepens, strategic partnerships like
these are becoming critical differentiators.

Apple TV+’s Rs. 99 pricing undercuts its standalone
global rate and appears aimed at building visibility and trial
among India’s price-sensitive streaming population.
Meanwhile, Amazon’s bundling model positions Prime Video
as a super-aggregator, similar to the way telecom operators
once packaged DTH channels.

For Apple, the partnership lowers acquisition barriers
without compromising brand value, while Amazon
strengthens user retention through bundled stickiness.
However, the move also intensifies competition among
domestic aggregators like Tata Play Binge, Airtel Xstream,
and JioTV+, all vying to consolidate India’s fragmented
streaming ecosystem.

As India's OTT marketplace matures, such alliances
may become standard practice. But success will hinge on
unified discovery, seamless UX, and continued investment
in exclusive content—elements consumers increasingly
expect in their quest for simplified entertainment. B

Award-Winning Apple Originals %

prime

New to | video

WATCHNOW

Prime Video membership and Apple TV+ subscription required. Restrictions apply.
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YOUTUBE TO INVEST
RS 850 CRORE IN
INDIA

YouTube CEO Neal Mohan announced a major
investment of over Rs 850 crore (approx. $100 million)
to accelerate the growth of Indian creators, artists, and

media companies over the next two years.

The commitment, unveiled at the World Audio Visual
& Entertainment Summit (WAVES), reflects the platform’s
growing role in shaping India's digital content ecosystem
and its emergence as a global hub of creator talent.

Mohan highlighted India's impact on the global stage,
revealing that content made in
India garnered over 45 billion
hours of watch time from
international audiences in 2023
alone. Over the past three years,
YouTube has paid more than Rs.
21,000 crore to Indian creators,
artists, and media companies—
underscoring the platform’s
influence in driving careers and
business opportunities across
the country.

Calling India a "creator
nation," Mohan noted that over
100 million Indian channels
uploaded content in the past
year, with more than 15,000
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NEAL MOHAN
CEO, YOUTUBE

WWWWW
&7 foran B3 B wEM ged
11,000 o7 | 32 397 & qg5 T, sfee AT A @
Ifvass 2ol & A AR H & [0 qEar B & 9o
F AN T T @1 A hdad @aadi § 9eaq § 3289
FI e T S G m

2 YouTube

channels now surpassing the 1
million subscriber mark—up
from 11,000 just months ago. He praised Indian creators for
sharing the country’s rich culture, history, and passion with
a global audience, and emphasized YouTube’s role in turning
that passion into sustainable, scalable businesses. B
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DD FREE DISH MPEG-4
AUCTION ATTRACTS 26
CHANNEL BIDS

Regional, Devotional Broadcasters Double Down on
Free-to-Air Strategy

As cord-cutting and content fragmentation reshape
the Indian television landscape, Prasar Bharati’s DD Free
Dish platform has reinforced its position as a critical access
point for regional and cost-sensitive broadcasters. The
public service broadcaster recently concluded its 7th annual
(86th overall) MPEG-4 e-auction, awarding 26 slots to a
diverse mix of devotional, entertainment, and regional news
channels—indicating a sustained market appetite for free-
to-air (FTA) distribution in rural and semi-urban India.

MARKET CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS

With over 50 million active households, DD Free Dish
remains India’s largest free DTH platform. Amid rising cable
and pay-TV costs, the FTA model has grown in relevance—
especially in Tier 2—4 cities and rural areas, which comprise
the bulk of India’s 210 million TV households. According to
BARC data, FTA viewership has been rising steadily,
contributing to increased advertiser interest in rural reach
and lower-income segments.

Sl TSy TTaEel—4
erl 3§ 26 T @ ToQ
aila, vfer vanral T BI-Z-Ta¥ W 9% A
i fear

H1E BT AN B gz T qdE alde aiged
F T ST [ %, T ARl & 151 W 29 wew J
&R A AT AEAN T & o] U qedyqe 9gd fdg
% %9 4 o9l Rafa @1 AT a9 e ® A dar
AT | B 2 § AT 7401 e (FA et 8631 ) TidE
1 S i e e O 2 - R T el P o 1
It o farferer T & 26 wte & T-31 I 9 SRE-ore
AT ¥ Hi-Z-UaT v & foiq PR A 97 &l g9 & |
IR gad 3T fageroo

50 Tfera 31 sifee Afhd =31 & A1, 21 Wl 297 vrd
&1 AT T2 Y 20T WEHH a1 §31 € | ad 31 S
@1 Il AN & d1d THSIT 2 1 IRl J6l s-~amaT
foav 2-4 9T AT AET &7 |, SRl Yrd &U 210 FieEd
21T =7 1 92T R e @ | A3l 221 & A, Ty
Zofel @l FE @AN a¢ @l 6, G IE 9gd AR e
F ATt &Rl 4 [EETIErais &l = a6l ¢ |

31 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MAY 2025



MARKET REPORT

The auction's 26 winning channels reflect the
evolving strategies of broadcasters:

¢ Devotional dominance: Aastha Group alone placed
four successful bids (Aastha Telugu, Bhajan,
Kannada, Gujarati), highlighting the genre’s pull
among rural and elderly audiences.

¢ Regional reach: Channels like Jai Maharashtra, TV9
Gujarati, Rengoni (Assamese), and Zee 24 Kalak
continue to leverage DD Free Dish to tap into
regional advertising and local language demand.

¢ News and youth programming: Channels such as
Bharat 24 Vision of New India, Bansal News, MH
ONE NEWS, and Raapchik signal a
desire to create presence in highly
penetrated yet under-monetised rural
news and youth segments.

While MPEG-2 slots on DD Free
Dish are considered premium (with higher
reach and visibility), MPEG-4 offers a more
cost-effective entry point—ideal for new
entrants or niche broadcasters. MPEG-4-
compatible set-top boxes are growing,
though MPEG-2 still dominates. However,
MPEG-4 offers higher compression efficiency, enabling
broadcasters to deliver better picture quality and use fewer
bandwidth resources.

ECONOMICS OF SCALE FOR SMALLER
PLAYERS

With carriage costs for private DTH operators
ranging between Rs. 3—5 crore annually, smaller channels
often struggle to maintain distribution. DD Free Dish’s
relatively lower auction fees and national reach offer an
economical solution to stay on air, sustain viewership, and
attract advertisers.

Industry analysts suggest that DD Free Dish could
evolve into a hybrid model—combining linear TV and digital
distribution—especially with India’s smart TV penetration
surpassing 45 million households and increasing
convergence of broadcast and broadband.

The strong participation in the MPEG-4 auction
demonstrates that the FTA segment—often overlooked amid
the glamor of OTT—is not only surviving but adapting.
For broadcasters, especially regional and niche players, DD
Free Dish remains a strategic vehicle for mass reach and
sustained engagement, especially as digital fatigue, pricing
pressures, and platform saturation affect urban pay-TV and
streaming models.®
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UDAY SHANKAR ON
HOW TO RESHAPE
INDIAN MEDIA

Uday Shankar, Media Stalwart and Vice Chairman of
Jiostar shared a roadmap for the future of India’s
media and entertainment industry.

Uday Shankar shifted the spotlight away from
traditional urban centers, stressing that the real
opportunity lies in the country’s smaller cities and
towns. “The next big opportunity is not in urban India
but in Tier 2, 3, and 4 towns. We need to stop treating
them as secondary,” he said. This signals a paradigm
shift—one where brands and broadcasters must create
content and products with India’s vast hinterland at
the center.

ELEVATING LOCAL TALENT AND STORIES

He passionately
advocated for empowering
regional voices, calling for
greater investment in local
storytelling. “Let us nurture
the voices that speak in local
idioms. Only then will Indian
media truly represent India,”
Shankar noted, making a
compelling case for
authenticity and cultural
relevance in mainstream
narratives.

TECHNOLOGY AS A
DEMOCRATIC FORCE

Digital platforms, he argued, have flattened the
playing field. “A kid in Bareilly can now create content for
the world,” Shankar pointed out, underscoring how
technology has become an enabler of both creation and
distribution—especially for those outside traditional
industry hubs.

THE NEED FOR REGIONAL POLICY SUPPORT

To truly unleash India’s creative diversity, Shankar
called for focused policy interventions. “If we are serious
about diversity, we need policies that support small and
regional players,” he urged. This includes infrastructure
support, incentives for local production, and enabling
environments for regional platforms.

UDAY SHANKAR
VICE CHAIRMAN, JIOSTAR
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MEDIA LITERACY AS A NATIONAL PRIORITY

Shankar emphasized that increasing access to
content must be accompanied by efforts to improve how
people engage with it. “Without critical thinking, we’re
creating echo chambers. Media literacy is not optional
anymore,” he warned, pointing to the rise of misinformation
and the need for informed consumption.

STRENGTHENING PUBLIC-PRIVATE
PARTNERSHIPS

Addressing structural gaps in content creation and
delivery, Shankar pushed for collaborative frameworks. “We
cannot expect government alone to solve content gaps.
Partnerships are the way forward,” he said, suggesting joint
ventures and co-funding models between the state and
private enterprises.

REINVENTING THE MEDIA BUSINESS MODEL

In a candid reflection on the fragility of legacy
models, Shankar warned that advertising alone cannot
sustain future growth. “The ad model won’t
sustain the future. We must diversify how we
earn,” he stated, encouraging experimentation
with subscriptions, micropayments, and hybrid
monetization formats.

BRIDGING THE INFRASTRUCTURE
DIVIDE

Even as India races ahead digitally,
Shankar reminded the industry not to overlook
the access gap. “Connectivity is still a
privilege. Let’s not forget that,” he said, calling
for investment in digital infrastructure,
especially in underserved geographies.

EMBRACING AND REFLECTING TRUE
DIVERSITY

Inclusivity, Shankar said, is not just an ethical
imperative—it’s a strategic advantage. “India’s real diversity
is its strength—but only if we give everyone a voice,” he
noted. A media ecosystem that represents all communities
is also one that is more resilient, innovative, and trusted.

PREPARING FOR FIERCE GLOBAL
COMPETITION

Finally, Shankar issued a wake-up call to Indian
companies, urging them to raise their standards in the face
of global giants. “We have to up our game—Disney, Netflix,
Amazon are not waiting for us to catch up,” he asserted,
pushing for world-class storytelling, operations, and user
experiences. B
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AIRTEL-TATA GROUP
DTH MERGER TALKS
CALLED OFF

Bharti Airtel and Tata Group have officially terminated
discussions to merge their direct-to-home (DTH)
businesses, citing an inability to reach a “satisfactory
resolution.

The potential deal would have combined Tata Play,
housed under the Tata Group, with Bharti Telemedia, Airtel’s
DTH arm. Talks were first disclosed on February 26, 2025,
and would have marked the second major DTH
consolidation in India after the Dish TV—Videocon d2h
merger in 2016. However, after months of negotiations, both
parties have now mutually agreed to walk away from the
transaction.

MARKET ANALYSIS: DTH FACES PRESSURE IN
OTT-DRIVEN ERA

The failure to close the deal reflects broader
pressures in India’s shrinking DTH market, which is being
squeezed by rising broadband penetration, affordable smart
TVs, and the rapid
expansion of over-the-
top (OTT) streaming
platforms. According to
industry estimates,
India’s DTH subscriber
base has plateaued in
recent years, even as
digital consumption
shifts toward mobile
and connected TV

TATA | Sky

@

platforms.
Tata Play
(formerly Tata Sky) and

Bharti Telemedia are
among the top DTH
operators in the country, but both face revenue pressure
amid changing viewing habits. The intended merger was
seen as a strategic move to consolidate operations, reduce
costs, and enhance scale in a sector facing disruption.
With this deal off the table, the path forward for
legacy DTH players may now hinge more on hybrid models
that blend traditional broadcast with OTT distribution, or
on partnerships with broadband and content providers to
stay relevant in a converging media landscape.
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INDIA’'S SCREEN
ECONOMY ADDS RS
5.44 LAKH CR TO GDP

India’s film, TV, and online content sectors delivered a
combined Rs 5.44 lakh crore boost to the GDP in 2024,
backed by Rs 5.14 lakh crore in output and over 26
lakh jobs—cementing their role as economic growth
engines and major employers.

In 2024, India’s film, television, and online curated
content (OCC) sectors demonstrated their economic muscle
by delivering a combined gross output of Rs 5.14 lakh
crore (approx. US$16.8 billion). More critically, the sectors
collectively added Rs 5.44 lakh crore in value to the country’s
GDP, reinforcing their role as pillars of India’s creative and
digital economy.

The television industry emerged as the largest
contributor, accounting for Rs
3.1 lakh crore in gross output
and adding Rs 1.8 lakh crore in
value added. With over 16 lakh
jobs generated, it remains the
single largest employer among
the three sectors.

The film industry
followed with Rs 1.2 lakh crore
in gross output and Rs 62,283
crore in value addition,
supporting 7.04 lakh jobs across
production, exhibition, and
allied services. Despite ongoing challenges in theatrical
attendance, the sector continues to play a vital role in
employment and content exports.

Meanwhile, the OCC segment—comprising digital-
first platforms and streaming content—registered Rs 74,756
crore in gross output and contributed Rs 32,203 crore in
value added. It supported 2.8 lakh jobs, underlining the
sector’s growing relevance in the post-pandemic digital
media landscape.

Beyond direct economic contributions, these sectors
exhibit a strong multiplier effect—stimulating adjacent
industries such as advertising, technology, production
services, logistics, and talent development. Their growth
trajectory aligns with India’s broader digital economy
ambitions and the government's focus on media and
entertainment as sunrise sectors.l
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SATELLITE PLAYERS
FACE SECURITY
OVERHAUL UNDER
INDIA’'S REVISED
GMPCS LICENSING
RULES

India Enforces Sweeping Security Overhaul for
Satellite Services Under GMPCS Framework

In a landmark move to tighten regulatory control over
satellite communications, the
Telecommunications (DoT) has rolled out an extensive set
of over 20 new security conditions under the Global Mobile
Personal Communications by Satellite Services (GMPCS)
license. The move affects current operators like Eutelsat
OneWeb and Jio-SES, as well as aspirants such as Starlink
and Amazon’s Kuiper, reshaping how satellite connectivity
will be deployed and governed in India.

Amid rising geopolitical tensions and the increasing
strategic relevance of satcom services, the DoT’s revised
framework prioritizes national security, data sovereignty,
and surveillance readiness. Licensees must now ensure all
Points of Presence (PoPs) and data centers are located
within India, and that Domain Name System (DNS)
resolutions occur locally. An undertaking is mandatory from
operators confirming that no Indian telecom data will be
stored, copied, or decrypted abroad.
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MANDATORY REAL-
TIME MONITORING
AND INTERCEPTION

Operators  are
required to provide real-
time lawful interception
capabilities  through
centralized monitoring
systems (CMS/IMS)
integrated at their network
control centers or PoPs.
This includes ensuring
that no user traffic originating from or destined for India is
routed through gateways located outside the country or
through unlicensed satellite systems.

The new norms now extend firmly to mobile satcom
services. Terminals must report their location every 2.6
kilometers or every minute—whichever is sooner—and
automatically suspend services if a terminal enters a
restricted zone. Integration with NavIC, India’s
indigenous satellite navigation system, is now
compulsory, enhancing positional accuracy and
sovereignty.

PUSH FOR LOCAL MANUFACTURING AND
BORDER SURVEILLANCE

To promote domestic production, the DoT has
mandated a phased indigenisation plan targeting 20%
local manufacturing of ground equipment within five
years. Furthermore,
satcom players must
establish a 50-kilometre
surveillance zone along
India’s borders and
ensure blocked
websites in India remain
blocked through their
satellite networks.

Starlink  has
reportedly accepted
most of the new
conditions, indicating its
readiness for a potential
commercial debut.

This comprehensive regulatory overhaul signals
India’s assertive stance on securing its digital frontiers
while balancing the nation’s ambitions to become a major
satcom hub in the global connectivity race.l
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ROKU TO ACQUIRE FRNDLY
TV FOR $185M

Roku is acquiring Frndly TV, a
low-cost live TV and on-demand
streaming service with over 50

channels, for $185 million in cash,
including $75 million tied to
performance milestones. Frndly TV will
continue operating across all
platforms, and its leadership will stay

on post-acquisition. Roku aims to
boost platform revenue and attract
value-focused consumers through this
strategic move.

SMART TV AND CTV
DEVICES TO REACH 4.2
BILLION BY 2030

According to Rethink TV, the
global installed base of Smart TVs and
connected TV devices will hit 4.2

billion by 2030, growing at 9.6%
CAGR. Android TV will dominate,
though new regional OS platforms like

JioTele OS (India) and Titan OS
(Europe) are gaining ground.
Meanwhile, legacy platforms like RDK

and Chromecast OS are expected to
decline. The evolving OS landscape
is now driven by monetization, data,
and strategic control rather than just
user experience.

BBC STUDIOS TO LAUNCH
BBC NL+ IN THE
NETHERLANDS

DAZN has acquired Foxtel Group,
maiBBC Studios is launching a new
streaming service, BBC NL+, in

beste van je
Britse buren.

NL+

partnership with KPN, offering
localized drama, comedy,
documentaries, and more. Launching
later this year, the service complements
BBC NL's rebranded linear channel and
includes access to FAST channels,
curated boxsets, and livestreaming.
The service will debut with up to 1,000
hours of content, including premieres
like Outrageous and acclaimed series
like Call the Midwife, Top Gear, and A
Perfect Planet.

TNT SPORTS REPORTS LOSS

DESPITE REVENUE GROWTH
TNT Sports, the BT and Warner

Bros Discovery joint venture, posted

a£187.5 million pre-tax loss for the year
ending July 2024—more than double
the previous year's loss. Revenue grew
slightly to £1.15 billion, with
advertising and distribution income
both increasing. Despite the loss, the
company plans to leverage the
growing demand for live sports and
streaming to drive future growth,
holding rights to major events
including the UEFA Champions
League and England cricket tours.®

WARNER
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NETWORK18 POSTS RS.
1,435 CR LOSS AMID
VIACOM-STAR MERGER

Networkl18 reported a
consolidated loss of Rs. 1,435.79 crore
for FY25, largely due to the
reclassification of Viacoml18 as an
associate post its merger deal with Star
India, and the sale of its stake in
IndiaCast. Q4 revenue sharply declined
to Rs. 564.5 crore from Rs. 2,580 crore
in the same quarter last year. However,
the network’s news segment showed
resilience, posting a 4.3% revenue
growth despite a 15% fall in TV
advertising inventory. Operating
expenses rose slightly, but network

Network m

viacom|f)

%?SNEP Star

EBITDA improved marginally from Rs.
221 crore to Rs. 242 crore.

GTPLHATHWAY ADDS 1
LAKH CABLE SUBSCRIBERS
GTPL Hathway expanded its
cable subscriber base by 100,000 and
added 25,000 broadband subscribers
in FY25. Its consolidated revenue
reached Rs. 3,507 crore, up 8% YoY.

(5GTPL

Broadband revenue grew to Rs. 533
crore with an ARPU of Rs. 465 and a
11% rise in average data usage per
user. EBITDA stood at Rs. 462.5 crore
and PAT at Rs. 47.9 crore for the
fiscal. As of March 2025, GTPL's
broadband presence extended to 70
cities across 24 states.

CTV ADVERTISING IN INDIA
HITS RS. 2,500 CRORE

Connected TV (CTV)
advertising in India has become a
strategic pillar for brands, with the
market now valued at Rs. 2,500 crore
in 2025. The country has over 50
million CTV households, and the
figure is expected to rise to 60 million
by 2026.

' 13’—-@'51:]!&

The average viewer spends
3.5 hours on TV daily, with 80% of
that time accompanied by mobile
usage—fueling omnichannel ad
strategies. Programmatic platforms
and interactive ad formats have made
CTYV measurable and efficient.

“CTV has evolved from a niche
to a core medium,” said Nikhil Kumar,
Chief Growth Officer at mediasmart by
Affle. The segment is now driven by
smart TV penetration and diverse OTT
and FAST content.
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3" Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION (DTT)

Q: What doesthe future of IPTV in India look like in
the next S years?

Karsan Ghavri,
IPTV Consultant, Ahmedabad

Ans.: The future of IPTV in India may finally be coming
into focus. India is now positioned to unlock a new phase
of convergence between television and internet services.
IPTV can now evolve from its limited early adoption into a
robust delivery model—integrated with broadband, cloud
streaming, and smart devices. As consumer demand shifts
toward personalized, on-demand viewing experiences, [IPTV
could emerge as a critical piece of the digital content delivery
puzzle.

THE ROAD AHEAD FOR IPTV

¢ Resurgence, Not Reinvention: IPTV in India may
not be new, but this is its chance to scale. With hybrid
STBs, bundled OTT offerings, and fiber-based
delivery, the format is set for a strong comeback.

¢ Regulatory Confidence Boost: The policy clarity will
encourage telcos, MSOs, and tech aggregators to
revisit IPTV as a serious service vertical.

¢ Hybrid is the Future: Expect IPTV to thrive as part
of super-aggregator platforms, combining linear TV,
streaming apps, catch-up content, and interactive
services.

¢ Opportunities for Cable & Broadband Players:
MSOs and ISPs with existing infrastructure can now
explore IPTV rollouts with renewed assurance—
especially in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities.

¢ Time to Invest in Tech: To stay competitive,
stakeholders must invest in cloud playout, multi-
platform delivery, and app-based user interfaces
tailored for Indian audiences.®
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

G-SAT 8 AT 55.0E
On 16th Mana TV 1 has started on
11616 H, FTA.

AMOS4 AT 65 DEG E

On 10th Animal Planet India has
replaced DishHome Cinema Ghar 888
on 10914V, encrypted; Himalaya TV
Premium has replaced Action Sports
20n 12714V, encrypted.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
at83 deg E

On 1st ee Cinemalu, Sony Sports
Ten 2, Mh 1 Dil Se, Sadhna News
Madhya Pradesh/Chhattisgarh, Tata
Play Zindagi and Punjabi Hits have
started on 11720 H, encrypted; Star
Sports Select 1, Star Sports Select
2, Sansad TV 1, DD Uttar Pradesh,
NB News, Shraddha Mh One,
Sidharth TV, Anaadi TV, France 24
English, News 11, Sadhna News TV,
ABP Ganga and Kappa TV have left;
Asianet Movies, TV 24, NDTV 24x7,
News Live Bangla, India Daily 24x7,
Republic TV, Times Now, Mh 1 and
National Geographic India have
started on 11720V, Videoguard. DD
News, Gyandarshan 1, DD Arun
Prabha, News State UP & UK, Star
Bharat India, Aryan TV National, India
Ahead, Makkal TV, DD Rajasthan,
Tabbar Hits, India Daily Live, Jeevan
TV, Nambikkai TV, World Punjabi,
DD Meghalaya, Shraddha Mh One,
DD Girnar, Patrika Rajasthan and DD
Andaman and Nicobar have left
11720 V; Tata Play Asomiya
Monoronjan, Sun Bangla, Tata Play
Fancode Sports, Star Sports 2 Tamil,
History TV 18, Big Magic and Zee
News +1 have started on 11760 H,
encrypted’ Zee Zest, Sony SAB

India in the past month.

India, APN, Naaptol, Sharnam TV,
Pravah Picture, SET India +1,
Ramdhenu, Sony Max India +1, Zee
TV India +1, DD Yadagiri, Samay
National, Jaihind TV and Colors +1
have left; Tata Play Romance, Anjan
TV, Star Sports Select 1, V6 News,
TV5Monde Asie, Nepal 1, Bflix
Movies, CNN International South
Asia, Star Movies India, Naaptol
Telugu, Aljazeera English, Star
Sports Select 2, Argus News, Zee
Picchar and Colors Super have
started on 11800 H, encrypted;
Kalaignar TV, 24 News, Bharat
Samachar, DD Sahyadri, Vijay
Super, Bhakthi TV, Adithya TV,
Hungama TV, ABP Ananda, TV 9
Telugu, Goodness TV and News 1
India have left;

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5 DEGE

On 4th TV 5 Kannada and Zee Thirai
have started on 12436 H, Irdeto. Zee
Sarthak and KITE VICTERS have
left; Star Sports 2 Telugu and
Tehzeeb TV have started on 12476
H, Irdeto; Zee Anmol has left; News
Malayalam 24x7 and Suvarna News
have started on 12563 V, Irdeto;
Panini and Star Suvarna have left. On
24th Zee Bioskop and CNN Indonesia
have started on 12643 V, encrypted.

INSAT 4B/3A | GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 1st DD Goa, DD Haryana, DD
Meghalaya, DD Manipur, DD
Nagaland, DD Mizoram, DD Urdu,
BTV News, KBS World and DD
Sports have started on 11050 V, FTA;
DD Kisan, DD Girnar, DD Punjabi,
DD Sahyadri, DD Bharati, Sansad
TV 1-2 and DD Tamil have left; Zee

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 44

Anmol has started on 11090 V, FTA;
9XM and Manoranjan Prime have left;
Star Utsav Movies and Star Utsav
have started on 11170 V, FTA; Colors
Cineplex has replaced Colors
Cineplex Superhits on 11470V, FTA;
Satsang TV, Sadhna Gold, TV 9
Marathi and Shemaroo Marathi Bana
have started on 11510V, FTA. Ishara
Channel, Zee Action and Sadhna TV
have left; Sharnam TV, Gangaur TV,
Aastha Guijarati, Live Times, Bansal
News, Mh 1 News, Mh 1, Shraddha
Mh One, Mh 1 Dil Se, TV 9 Gujarati,
Zee 24 Kalak, Raapchik, Pasand TV,
Oscar Movies Bhojpuri, TV 9 Telugu,
Aastha Kannada, Aastha Telugu,
Prag News, Rengoni TV, Jai
Maharashtra and Maiboli have started
on 11630 V, FTA; DD Goa, DD
Haryana, DD News, DD Meghalaya,
DD Manipur, DD Nagaland, DD
Mizoram, DD India, BTV News, KBS
World, DD Nationaland DD Urdu have
left. On 14th DD Tamil has started
on 11050 V, FTA.

GSAT 9AT 97.3DEGE
On 1st BBS TV and BBS Channel 2-
3 have left 11232 V.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E

On 1st Sony Pix South Asia, Sony
Yay!, SET India, Sony Pix, Sony Max
India, Sony SAB India, Sony BBC
Earth and Sony Sports Ten 1 have
left 4180 V.

THAICOM 4/ BANGABANDHU 1 AT
119.5DEGE

On 24th CNN News 18 has started
on 10885V, Irdeto; Ten Cricket and
Zee Business have started on 11265
V, Irdeto.
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