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(Manoj Kumar Madhavan) (Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

EDITOR’S  SCATVIEW

As the broadcasting industry continues to evolve,
the intersection of telecom and television has become
more pronounced than ever. The Telecommunications Act,
2023, is set to redefine the regulatory framework for
broadcasting services, ensuring modernization,
compliance, and fair competition. India's television
broadcasting sector has undergone a dramatic
transformation—from a state-controlled monopoly to a
thriving, competitive industry. Over the years,
regulations have adapted to accommodate new
technologies such as satellite TV, Direct-to-Home
(DTH), Internet Protocol Television (IPTV), and digital
cable systems.

The rise of Over-the-Top (OTT) platforms and the
growing popularity of Free Dish services have intensified
the challenges faced by traditional DTH and Multi-
System Operators (MSOs). As subscription-based Pay-
TV services struggle with declining viewership, industry
players are rethinking strategies to stay relevant in a
rapidly changing media ecosystem.

The regulatory status of OTT platforms remains a
hotly debated issue in India. While traditional
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) operate under
stringent regulations, OTT services currently function
outside such oversight. This regulatory gap has raised
concerns over content standards, tariff structures, and
the competitive imbalance between traditional
broadcasters and digital streaming platforms.

A major industry development is on the horizon as
Airtel and Tata Play move toward a landmark merger
of their DTH businesses. This consolidation is expected
to reshape the Indian broadcasting landscape, enhancing
service capabilities and driving synergies in the highly
competitive DTH sector.

From pioneering fibernetworks to driving OTT
innovation,Sandeep Donde, Founder & MD of
Microscan has been at theforefront of India's
digitaltransformation for over two decades

Satellite broadband gets a boost with the new tie-
ups. India’s telecom companies Jio and Airtel are in a
heated competition to secure a strategic partnership with
SpaceX’s Starlink, aiming to revolutionize broadband
connectivity across the country.

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

jaOsao–jaOsao p`saarNa ]Vaoga ivakisat haota jaa rha hO̧  dUrsaMcaar AaOr
TolaIivajana ka AMtrsaMbaMQa phlao sao khIM AiQak spYT haota jaa rha
hO.dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ AaQauinakIkrNa¸ Anaupalana AaOr inaYpxa
p`itspQaa- sauinaiScat krto hue p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko ilae ivainayaamak Z,aMcao
kao ifr sao pirBaaiYat krnao ko ilae tOyaar hO.Baart ko TolaIivajana
p`saarNa xao~ maoM ek naaTkIya pirvat-na Aayaa hO–ek rajya inayaMi~t
ekaiQakar sao ek saMpnna¸ p`itspQaI- ]Vaoga maoM badla gayaa hO.ipClao kuC
vaYaao-M maoM̧  saOTolaa[T TIvaI¸ Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´¸ [MTrnaoT p`aoTaoka^la
TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ AaOr iDijaTla kobala isasTma jaOsaI nayaI tknaIkaoM
kao samaayaaoijat krnao ko ilae inayamaaoM kao AnaukUilat ikyaa gayaa hO.

Aaovar–d–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ PlaoTfa^ma- ko ]dya AaOr ÍI iDSa saovaaAaoM
kI baZ,tI laaokip`yata nao parMpirk DITIeca AaOr malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM
³emaesaAaó  ko saamanao Aanao vaalaI caunaaOityaaoM kao baZ,a idyaa hO.caUMik
sabsaiËPSana AaQaairt po TIvaI saovaayaoM GaTtI hu[- dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa sao jaUJa
rhI hOM̧  [sailae ]Vaoga ko iKlaaD,I tojaI sao badlato maIiDyaa pairisqaitkI
tM~ maoM p`asaMigak banao rhnao ko ilae rNanaIityaaoM pr puna-ivacaar kr rho hOM.

Baart maoM AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kI ivainayaamak isqait ek garmaagarma
bahsa ka mau_a banaI hu[- hO.jabaik parMpirk ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTr
³DIpIAaó  kD,o inayamaaoM ko tht kama krto hOM̧  AaoTITI saovaayaoM vat-maana maoM
eosaI inagaranaI ko bahar kama krtI hOM.[sa ivainayaamak AMtr nao saamaga`I
maanakaoM̧  TOirf saMrcanaaAaoM AaOr parMpirk p`saarkaoM AaOr iDijaTla sT/IimaMga
PlaoTfa^ma- ko baIca p`itspQaa-%mak AsaMtulana pr icaMtayaoM baZ,a dI hO.

eyarTola AaOr TaTa Plao Apnao DITIeca vyavasaayaaoM ko eoithaisak
ivalaya kI Aaor baZ, rho hOM̧  ijasasao ]Vaoga jagat maoM ek baD,a badlaava
doKnao kao imala rha hO.[sa ivalaya sao BaartIya p`saarNa pirdRSya maoM nayaapna
Aanao kI ]mmaId hO̧  ijasasao saovaa xamatayaoM baZ,oMgaI AaOr A%yaiQak p`itspQaI-
DITIeca xao~ maoM talamaola baZ,ogaa.

fa[bar naoTvak- maoM Aga`NaI BaUimaka inaBaanao sao laokr AaoTITI [naaovaoSana
kao Aagao baZ,anao tk¸ maa[ËaoskOna ko saMsqaapk AaOr emaDI saMdIp DaoMDo
ipClao dao dSakaoM sao Baart ko iDijaTla pirvat-na maoM sabasao Aagao rho hOM.

saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD kao nayao gazjaaoD, sao baZ,avaa imalaogaa.Baart kI
dUrsaMcaar kMpinayaaM ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸ sposae@sa ko sTarilaMk ko saaqa
rNanaIitk saaJaodarI haisala krnao ko ilae kD,I p`itspQaa- maoM hOM̧  ijasaka
laxya pUro doSa maoM ba`a^DbaOMD knaoi@TivaTI maoM ËaMit laanaa hO.
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saOTolaa[T AaOr kobala TIvaI kI duinayaa maoM
hmaaro caaraoM trf @yaa hao rha ]saka navaInatma ApDoT

The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

baIbaIsaI [MiDyaa pr fomaa ]lla MGana ko ilae ja umaa -naabaIbaIsaI [MiDyaa pr fomaa ]lla MGana ko ilae ja umaa -naabaIbaIsaI [MiDyaa pr fomaa ]lla MGana ko ilae ja umaa -naabaIbaIsaI [MiDyaa pr fomaa ]lla MGana ko ilae ja umaa -naabaIbaIsaI [MiDyaa pr fomaa ]lla MGana ko ilae ja umaa -naa
l a g a a y a a g ay a al a g a a y a a g ay a al a g a a y a a g ay a al a g a a y a a g ay a al a g a a y a a g ay a a

p`vat-na inadoSaalaya ³[-DI´ nao ivadoSaI maud`a p`baMQana AiQainayama
³fomaa´ ko kiqat ]llaMGana ko ilae baIbaIsaI
pr 3º44 kraoD, Épyao ka jaumaa-naa lagaayaa
hO.[sako Alaavaa baIbaIsaI ko 3 inadoSakaoM
–jaa[lsa eMTnaI hMT¸ [Mdu SaoKr isanha
AaOr pa^la maa[kla igabsana pr 1º14 kraoD,
Épyao ka jaumaa-naa lagaayaa gayaa hO.
yah jaumaa-naa [-DI Wara dao saala phlao dja-
ikyao gayao maamalao ko baad lagaayaa gayaa hO̧
ijasamaoM ejaoMsaI nao Agast 2023 maoM jaarI
ikyao gayao karNa bataAao naaoiTsa maoM k[-

fomaa ]llaMGana ka hvaalaa idyaa gayaa qaa.Aayakar ivaBaaga Wara frvarI
2023 maoM baIbaIsaI ko idllaI kaya-laya maoM ek savao-xaNa ikyao jaanao ko
mahInaaoM baad jaaMca Sau$ kI gayaI qaI.

kula jaumaa-naa 3¸44¸48¸850 Épyao hO¸ ijasamaoM 15 A@TUbar
2021 sao Anaupalana tk p`itidna 5000Épyao ka Aitir@t jaumaa-naa
Saaimala hO.sarkar nao saIQao taOr pr baIbaIsaI ka naama nahIM ilayaa¸ laoikna
phlao samaUh kI ivadoSaI saMsqaaAaoM Wara AGaaoiYat Qana pòYaNa sao saMbaMiQat
kr ivasaMgaityaaoM ka saMkot idyaa gayaa qaa.
maihmaa kTairyaa Baart e@sap` osa sa o ja uD,I Mmaihmaa kTairyaa Baart e@sap` osa sa o ja uD,I Mmaihmaa kTairyaa Baart e@sap` osa sa o ja uD,I Mmaihmaa kTairyaa Baart e@sap` osa sa o ja uD,I Mmaihmaa kTairyaa Baart e@sap` osa sa o ja uD,I M

TIvaI p~kar maihmaa kTairyaa ‘Baart e@sapòsa’ nyaUja caOnala maoM
ivaSaoYa saMvaavadata ko taOr pr Saaimala hu[- hOM̧  jahaM vaao mau#ya $p sao
pIemaAao baIT kao kvar kroMgaI.samaacaar4maIiDyaa sao baatcaIt maoM ]nhaoMnao

caOnala maoM ApnaI nayaI BaUimaka AaOr ijammaodairyaaoM
ko baaro maoM jaanakarI saaJaa kI.

[sasao phlao maihmaa kTairyaa nao [MiDyaa
DolaI 247 ko ilae kuC samaya tk kama ikyaa
qaa¸ jahaM ]nhaoMnao vairYz saMvaavadata ko $p maoM
pIemaAao baIT kao BaI kvar ikyaa qaa.[MiDyaa
DolaI 247 maoM Saaimala haonao sao phlao vah jaulaa[-
2022 sao Aa[-TIvaI naoTvak- sao jauD,I qaIM̧  jahaM

]nhaoMnao samaUh ko samaacaar caOnalaaoM̧  [MiDyaa nyaUja AaOr nyaUja e@sa ko ilae
vairYz saMvaavadata ko $p maoM kama ikyaa.

BBC INDIA FINED  FOR FEMA
VIOLATIONS

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has imposed a
Rs. 3.44 crore penalty on BBC
India for alleged violations of
the Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA).
Additionally, three BBC
directors—Giles Antony Hunt,
Indu Shekhar Sinha, and Paul
Michael Gibbons—have been
fined Rs. 1.14 crore each.

The penalty follows a
case registered by the ED two
years ago, with the agency
citing multiple FEMA
contraventions in a show-cause notice issued in August
2023. The investigation was launched months after the
Income Tax Department conducted a survey at BBC’s
Delhi office in February 2023.

The total penalty stands at Rs. 3,44,48,850, with an
additional fine of Rs. 5,000 per day from October 15, 2021,
until compliance. The government, while not naming BBC
directly, had previously indicated tax discrepancies related
to undisclosed remittances by foreign entities of the
group.

MAHIMA KATARIA JOINS BHARAT
EXPRESS

TV journalist Mahima Kataria has joined the 'Bharat
Express' news channel as a special correspondent, where
she will primarily cover the PMO beat.
In a conversation with
Samachar4Media, she shared
insights about her new role and
responsibilities at the channel.
Prior to this, Mahima Kataria briefly
worked with India Daily 247, where
she also covered the PMO beat as a
senior correspondent. Before joining
India Daily 247, she was associated
with ITV Network since July 2022, serving as a senior
correspondent for the group’s news channels, India News
and NewsX.
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p`saar BaartI kao AakaSvaaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na ko ilaep`saar BaartI kao AakaSvaaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na ko ilaep`saar BaartI kao AakaSvaaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na ko ilaep`saar BaartI kao AakaSvaaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na ko ilaep`saar BaartI kao AakaSvaaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na ko ilae
mahainadoSak kI tlaaSa hOmahainadoSak kI tlaaSa hOmahainadoSak kI tlaaSa hOmahainadoSak kI tlaaSa hOmahainadoSak kI tlaaSa hO

p̀saar BaartI nao tr@kI yaa p̀itinayaui@t
ko maaQyama sao AakaSavaNaI AaOr dUrdSa-na maoM
mahainadoSak ko pdaoM ko ilae BatI- Sau$ kI
hO.AiKla BaartIya yaa koMd`Iya saovaaAaoM ko yaaogya
samaUh ‘e’ AiQakarI¸ inaid-YT vaotnamaana maanadMDaoM
kao pUra krto hue Aavaodna kr sakto hOM.p`saarNa¸
iva<a¸ p`aOVaoigakI AaOr saMbaMiQat xao~aoM maoM ivaSaoYa&ta
vaalao ]mmaIdvaaraoM kao p`aqaimakta dI jaayaogaI.7 vaoM

vaotna Aayaaoga ko str–16 ko tht¸ pdaoM ko ilae 2¸05¸400 Épyao sao
2¸24¸400Épyao p`itmaah ko baIca vaotna idyaa jaata hO̧  ijasaka kaya-
kala 5 saala haota hO.AavaodkaoM kI Aayau saImaa 58 vaYa- haonaI caaihe.
60 caOnalaa o M na o DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ilae slaa^T saurixat60 caOnalaa o M na o DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ilae slaa^T saurixat60 caOnalaa o M na o DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ilae slaa^T saurixat60 caOnalaa o M na o DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ilae slaa^T saurixat60 caOnalaa o M na o DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ilae slaa^T saurixat
ikya oikya oikya oikya oikya o

7vaIM vaaiYa-k ³85vaIḾ  DIDI ÍI iDSa [-–naIlaamaI 60 caOnalaaoM ko
emapI[-jaI–2 slaa^T haisala krnao ko saaqa saMpnna hu[-̧  ijasamaoM saaonaI¸ jaI¸
ijayaaosTar AaOr irpiblak Baart jaOsao p`mauKI iKlaaD,I Saaimala hOM.halaaMik
ivavaadaspd Ayaaogyata AaOr kmajaaor baaolaI ko karNa p`saar BaartI kao
kiqat taOr pr lagaBaga 150 kraoD, Épyao ka nauksaana huAa.
T/a[- na o dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht p`saarNaT/a[- na o dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht p`saarNaT/a[- na o dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht p`saarNaT/a[- na o dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht p`saarNaT/a[- na o dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht p`saarNa
ko ilae $proKa p`staivat kIko ilae $proKa p`staivat kIko ilae $proKa p`staivat kIko ilae $proKa p`staivat kIko ilae $proKa p`staivat kI

T/a[- nao dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko tht
p`saarNa ko ilae saovaa p`aiQakrNaaoM kI $proKa pr
isaairSaoM jaarI kI hOM.yah kdma saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa
maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ Wara p`saarNa inayamaaoM kao nayao
dUrsaMcaar kanaUna ko saaqa saMroiKt krnao ko baad
]zayaa gayaa hO.

isafairSaoM TIvaI caOnala p`saarNa¸ DITIeca¸ ihT\sa¸
efema roiDyaao AaOr saamaudaiyak roiDyaao jaOsaI saovaaAaoM
ko ilae laa[saoMisaMga kao sarla banaatI hO.yah Z,aMcaa
]Vaoga ko ivakasa AaOr vyaapar kao Aasaana banaanao ko
ilae saMricat p`aiQakrNa Satao-M kao poSa krta hO jaao

ApDoT kanaUna ko tht nayao p`saarNa saovaa inayamaaoM ko ilae PlaoTfa^ma-
tOyaar krta hO.

PRASAR BHARATI SEEKS DIRECTOR
GENERALS FOR AKASHVANI &
DOORDARSHAN

Prasar Bharati has opened
recruitment for Director General
positions at Akashvani and
Doordarshan through promotion or
deputation. Eligible Group "A" officers
from All India or Central Services,
meeting specified pay scale criteria, can
apply. Candidates with expertise in
broadcasting, finance, technology, and
related fields will be preferred. The roles, under Level-16
of the 7th Pay Commission, offer salaries between Rs.
2,05,400 and Rs. 2,24,400 per month, with a tenure of up to
five years. The age limit for applicants is 58 years.

60 CHANNELS SECURE DD FREE DISH
SLOTS

The 7th Annual (85th) DD Free Dish e-auction
concluded with 60 channels securing MPEG-2 slots,
including major players like Sony, Zee, JioStar, and
Republic Bharat. However, Prasar Bharati reportedly lost
nearly Rs. 150 crore due to controversial disqualifications
and weak bidding.

TRAI PROPOSES FRAMEWORK FOR
BROADCASTING UNDER TELECOM ACT
2023

TRAI has released
recommendations on the framework for
service authorisations for broadcasting
under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.
The move follows a request from the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) to align broadcasting regulations
with the new telecom law.

The recommendations simplify
licensing for services such as TV channel
broadcasting, DTH, HITS, FM radio, and
community radio. The framework
introduces structured authorisation terms
to enhance industry growth and ease of
doing business, setting the stage for new broadcasting
service rules under the updated legislation.
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ijayaa o–ha ^TsTar pr 60 kra oD , sa o  jyaada vya U  k o saaqaijayaa o–ha ^TsTar pr 60 kra oD , sa o  jyaada vya U  k o saaqaijayaa o–ha ^TsTar pr 60 kra oD , sa o  jyaada vya U  k o saaqaijayaa o–ha ^TsTar pr 60 kra oD , sa o  jyaada vya U  k o saaqaijayaa o–ha ^TsTar pr 60 kra oD , sa o  jyaada vya U  k o saaqa
sT/Iima Mga irka^D-sT/Iima Mga irka^D-sT/Iima Mga irka^D-sT/Iima Mga irka^D-sT/Iima Mga irka^D-

duba[- maoM Aa[-saIsaI caOipMyasa T/a^fI maoM bahup`tIixat Baart banaama
paikstana maOca nao ijayaaoha^TsTar pr 60º2 kraoD, vyaU dja- ikyao̧  jaao
ijayaaoisanaomaa AaOr iDjnaIPlasaha^TsTar ka nayaa maja- ikyaa gayaa sT/IimaMga
PlaoTfa^ma- hO.

Baart ko laxya ka pICa krnao ko daOrana dSa-kaoM kI saM#yaa Sau$
maoM 33º8 kraoD, tk phuMca gayaI AaOr ifr 36º2
kraoD, pr isqar rhI.yah Qyaana rKnaa mah%vapUNa- hO
ik ‘vyaU’ kula baar doKI gayaI saamaga`I kao dSaa-ta hO̧
ijasamaoM ek hI ]pyaaogakta- Wara k[- baar rIPlao
Saaimala hOM̧  jabaik ‘vyaUAr’ maoM saamaga`I sao jauD,o Alaga–
Alaga vyai@tyaaoM kI iganatI haotI hO.
tulanaa kroM tao AaiQakairk p`saark iDjnaI Plasa

ha^TsTar nao phlao p`mauK iËkoT AayaaojanaaoM ko ilae AiQaktma samavatI-
dSa-kaoM ko AaMkD,o idKayao qao.Aa[-saIsaI pu$Ya iËkoT ivaSvakp 2023
maoM Baart banaama paikstana maOca kao 3º5 kraoD, samavatI- dSa-k imalao qao̧
jabaik 2024 TI20 ivaSvakp ko maukabalao maoM 5º3 kraoD, dSa-k
qao.[saI trh daonaaoM TImaaoM ko baIca eiSayaa kp maOca maoM 2º8 kraoD,
dSa-kao-M kI AiQaktma samavatI-ta dja- kI gayaI.
nayao kana UnaI Z,a Mca o pr ivacaar kr rha hO sa Ucanaa va p`saarNanaya o kana UnaI Z,a Mca o pr ivacaar kr rha hO sa Ucanaa va p`saarNanaya o kana UnaI Z,a Mca o pr ivacaar kr rha hO sa Ucanaa va p`saarNanaya o kana UnaI Z,a Mca o pr ivacaar kr rha hO sa Ucanaa va p`saarNanaya o kana UnaI Z,a Mca o pr ivacaar kr rha hO sa Ucanaa va p`saarNa
ma M~alayama M~alayama M~alayama M~alayama M~alaya

Aa^nalaa[na maIiDyaa maoM ‘ASlaIlata AaOr ihMsaa’ kao
laokr baZ,tI icaMtaAaoM ko baIca saUcanaa va p`saarNa
maM~alaya ‘hainakark’ iDijaTla saamagàI kao ivainayaimat
krnao ko ilae ek nayao kanaUnaI Z,aMcao kI AavaSyakta
ka maUlyaaMkna kr rha hO.
saMsadIya jaaMca ka javaaba doto hue maM~alaya nao [sa
baat pr jaaor idyaa ik maaOjaUda kanaUna kuC hd
tk inagaranaI p`dana krto hOM̧  laoikna sa#t inayamaaoM

kI saava-jainak maaMga baZ, rhI hO.[sanao icaMta vya@t kI ik AiBavyai@t
kI svatM~ta ko saMvaOQaainak AiQakar ka du$pyaaoga spYT AaOr ihMsak
saamaga`I idKanao ko ilae ikyaa jaa rha hO.
AaoTITI Plaofa^maao - M kao ASlaIla AaOr nagna saamaga`I ko iKlaafAaoTITI Plaofa^maao - M kao ASlaIla AaOr nagna saamaga`I ko iKlaafAaoTITI Plaofa^maao - M kao ASlaIla AaOr nagna saamaga`I ko iKlaafAaoTITI Plaofa^maao - M kao ASlaIla AaOr nagna saamaga`I ko iKlaafAaoTITI Plaofa^maao - M kao ASlaIla AaOr nagna saamaga`I ko iKlaaf
ca otavanaI dI gayaIca otavanaI dI gayaIca otavanaI dI gayaIca otavanaI dI gayaIca otavanaI dI gayaI

sarkar nao eDvaa[jarI jaarI kI hO ijasamaoM AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M

STREAMING RECORDS WITH OVER
60 CRORE VIEWS ON JIOHOTSTAR

The highly anticipated India vs. Pakistan match at
the ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai recorded a staggering
60.2 crore views on JioHotstar, the newly merged streaming
platform of JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar.

During India’s run chase, the viewership initially
surged to 33.8 crore views and held
steady at 36.2 crore views. It is important
to note that ‘views’ represent the total
number of times the content was
watched, including multiple replays by
the same user, unlike ‘viewers,’ which
count unique individuals engaging with
the content.

By comparison, Disney+ Hotstar,
the official broadcaster, previously showcased peak
concurrent viewership figures for major cricket events.
The India vs. Pakistan match at the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 peaked at 3.5 crore concurrent viewers,
while the 2024 T20 World Cup encounter hit 5.3 crore.
Similarly, the Asia Cup match between the two teams
recorded a peak concurrency of 2.8 crore viewers.

I&B MINISTRY CONSIDERS NEW LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry is
evaluating the necessity of a new legal
framework to regulate “harmful” digital
content amid increasing concerns over
“obscenity and violence” in online media.

Responding to a parliamentary
inquiry, the ministry emphasized that
while existing laws provide some
oversight, there is growing public
demand for stricter regulations. It cited
concerns that the constitutional right to freedom of
expression is being misused to showcase explicit and
violent content.

OTT PLATFORMS WARNED AGAINST
OBSCENE AND VULGAR CONTENT

The government has issued an advisory reminding





OTT platforms of their
obligation to comply with
content classification rules and
restrictions on obscene and
vulgar material.

The advisory follows
complaints from Members of
Parliament, statutory bodies, and
the general public about the
proliferation of explicit content
on digital platforms. The
Ministry referred to the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which mandate that
OTT platforms:

♦ Refrain from transmitting content prohibited by law.
♦ Implement age-based classification for content.
♦ Enforce access control for adult-rated material to

prevent minors from viewing it.

PIRACY COSTS OTT PLATFORMS UP TO
25% OF REVENUE

Despite employing encryption and digital rights
management (DRM) tools, streaming platforms in India
continue to suffer significant revenue losses—up to 25%
annually—due to piracy.

Industry experts note that
premium content is frequently
leaked online within an hour of
release. Platforms such as
Telegram and WhatsApp have
become hotspots for
unauthorized distribution.

Aloke Majumdar, Vice
President of Technology at Hoichoi,
stated, “Despite upgrading our
security measures, our content still finds its way onto
unauthorized platforms, causing major financial losses.”

Similarly, Anuja Trivedi, Chief Marketing Officer at
Shemaroo, expressed concerns about illegal file-sharing,
emphasizing the need for stronger action against piracy.
Dilip Chandra, Senior Vice President at Aha OTT, echoed
these sentiments, calling piracy “the biggest menace” for
the industry.
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kao saamaga`I vagaI-krNa inayamaaoM AaOr ASlaIla
AaOr ASlaIla saamaga`I pr p`itbaMQaaoM ka
palana krnao ko ]nako daiya%va kI yaad
idlaa[- gayaI hO.
yah pramaSa-p~ saMsad sadsyaaoM̧  vaOQaainak
inakayaaoM AaOr Aama janata Wara iDijaTla
PlaoTfama- pr ASlaIla saamaga`I ko p`saar ko
baaro maoM kI gayaI iSakayataoM ko baad jaarI
ikyaa gayaa hO.maM~alaya nao Aa[-TI ³maQyavatI-
idSaainado-Sa AaOr iDijaTla maIiDyaa Aacaar

saMihta´ inayama¸ 2021 ka hvaalaa idyaa¸ jaao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M kao yah
AadoSa dota hO ik:

♦ kanaUna Wara inaiYaw saamaga`I p`saairt krnao sao bacao.
♦ saamaga`I ko ilae Aayau AaQaairt vagaI-krNa laagaU kro.
♦ vayaskaoM ko ilae inaQaa-irt saamaga`I tk phuMca inayaM~Na laagaU kroM

taik naabaailak [sao na doK sakoM.
payarosaI kI vajah sao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao 25‰ tk rajasvapayarosaI kI vajah sao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao 25‰ tk rajasvapayarosaI kI vajah sao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao 25‰ tk rajasvapayarosaI kI vajah sao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao 25‰ tk rajasvapayarosaI kI vajah sao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao 25‰ tk rajasva
ka na uksaana hao rha hOka na uksaana hao rha hOka na uksaana hao rha hOka na uksaana hao rha hOka na uksaana hao rha hO

einËPSana AaOr iDijaTla ra[Tsa maOnaojamaoMT ³DIAarema´ TUlsa ka
[stomaala krnao ko baavajaUd Baart maoM sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- kao payarosaI kI

vajah sao saalaanaa 25‰ tk ka baD,a
rajasva GaaTa hao rha hO.
]Vaoga ivaSaoYa&aoM ka khnaa hO ik p̀Iimayama
saamaga`I A@sar irlaIja haonao ko ek GaMTo
ko BaItr Aa^nalaa[na laIk hao jaatI
hO.TolaIga`ama AaOr va^T\saeOp jaOsao PlaoTfa^ma-
AnaiQakRt ivavarNa ko ilae ha^Tspa^T
bana gayao hOM.
hao[-caao[- mao M p`aoVaoigakI ko ]paQyaxa
Aalaaok majaUmadar nao kha ‘hmaaro saurxaa
]payaaoM kao ApgaòD krnao ko baavajaUd¸

hmaarI saamaga`I ABaI BaI AnaiQakRt PlaoTfa^ma- pr phuMca jaatI hO̧  ijasasao
baD,o iva<aIya nauksaana haoto hOM.

[saI trh Saomaa$ kI caIf maako-iTMga AiQakarI Anaujaa i~vaodI nao
AvaOQa fa[la SaoyairMga ko baaro maoM icaMta vya@t kI AaOr payarosaI ko iKlaaf
sa#t kar-vaa[- kI AavaSyakta pr jaaor idyaa.Aha AaoTITI ko saIinayar
vaa[sa p`oisaDoMT idlaIp caMd`a nao BaI [na BaavanaaAaoM kao daohrayaa AaOr
payarosaI kao ]Vaoga ko ilae ‘sabasao baD,a Ktra’ batayaa.
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dUrsaMcaar ko najairedUrsaMcaar ko najairedUrsaMcaar ko najairedUrsaMcaar ko najairedUrsaMcaar ko najaire
sao p̀saarNa ka Avalaaoknasao p̀saarNa ka Avalaaoknasao p̀saarNa ka Avalaaoknasao p̀saarNa ka Avalaaoknasao p̀saarNa ka Avalaaokna
dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ko ilaedUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ko ilaedUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ko ilaedUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ko ilaedUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama 2023¸ p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ko ilae

ek nayaa ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa p`stut krta hO¸ ijasaka ]_oSyaek nayaa ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa p`stut krta hO¸ ijasaka ]_oSyaek nayaa ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa p`stut krta hO¸ ijasaka ]_oSyaek nayaa ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa p`stut krta hO¸ ijasaka ]_oSyaek nayaa ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa p`stut krta hO¸ ijasaka ]_oSya
i n a g ar a n a I ka o  AaQa u i n ak ba n a a n a a ¸ Ana up al a n a Aa Or i n a Ypxai n a g ar a n a I ka o  AaQa u i n ak ba n a a n a a ¸ Ana up al a n a Aa Or i n a Ypxai n a g ar a n a I ka o  AaQa u i n ak ba n a a n a a ¸ Ana up al a n a Aa Or i n a Ypxai n a g ar a n a I ka o  AaQa u i n ak ba n a a n a a ¸ Ana up al a n a Aa Or i n a Ypxai n a g ar a n a I ka o  AaQa u i n ak ba n a a n a a ¸ Ana up al a n a Aa Or i n a Ypxa
p`itspQaa - ka o sa u inaiScat krnaa h O.yah la oK AiQainayama kop `itspQaa - ka o sa u inaiScat krnaa h O.yah la oK AiQainayama kop `itspQaa - ka o sa u inaiScat krnaa h O.yah la oK AiQainayama kop `itspQaa - ka o sa u inaiScat krnaa h O.yah la oK AiQainayama kop `itspQaa - ka o sa u inaiScat krnaa h O.yah la oK AiQainayama ko
tht p`saarNa ka o p `BaavaI ZMga sa o ivainayaimat krna o¸ ]Va ogatht p`saarNa ka o p `BaavaI ZMga sa o ivainayaimat krna o¸ ]Va ogatht p`saarNa ka o p `BaavaI ZMga sa o ivainayaimat krna o¸ ]Va ogatht p`saarNa ka o p `BaavaI ZMga sa o ivainayaimat krna o¸ ]Va ogatht p`saarNa ka o p `BaavaI ZMga sa o ivainayaimat krna o¸ ]Va oga
ca unaa Oityaa o M¸ saamaga `I maanakao M va tknaIkI p`gait kao sa Mbaa oiQatca unaa Oityaa o M¸ saamaga `I maanakao M va tknaIkI p`gait kao sa Mbaa oiQatca unaa Oityaa o M¸ saamaga `I maanakao M va tknaIkI p`gait kao sa Mbaa oiQatca unaa Oityaa o M¸ saamaga `I maanakao M va tknaIkI p`gait kao sa Mbaa oiQatca unaa Oityaa o M¸ saamaga `I maanakao M va tknaIkI p`gait kao sa Mbaa oiQat
krnao ko ilae p`ma uK isafairSaao M ka pta lagaata hO.krnao ko ilae p`ma uK isafairSaao M ka pta lagaata hO.krnao ko ilae p`ma uK isafairSaao M ka pta lagaata hO.krnao ko ilae p`ma uK isafairSaao M ka pta lagaata hO.krnao ko ilae p`ma uK isafairSaao M ka pta lagaata hO.

BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivainayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ nao isafairSa
kI hO ik saUcanaa va p`saarNa maM~alaya ³Aa[-eMDbaI´ p`saarNa saovaaAaoM

ko ilae BaartIya TolaIga ` af
AiQainayama 1885 ko tht
l a a[ s a o M i s a M g a  s a o  d U r s a M c a a r
AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara
3³1´³e´ k o  tht s a o v a a
p`iQakrNaaoM mao M badlaava kro.[na
p`aiQakrNaaoM ko ilae inayama AaOr
Sato-M dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama 2023
kI Qaara 56 ke tht inayamaao M
mao M pirBaaiYat kI jaanaI caaihe¸
ijanaka AiQakRt saMsqaaAaoM kao
palana krnaa caaihe.emaAa[-

baI kao [na inayamaao M ko Anausaar AadoSa¸ inado-Sa¸ salaah AaOr inado-Sa
jaarI krnao caaihe.

T/a[- kI Ba Uimaka AaOr iva<aIya htao%saahnaT/a[- kI Ba Uimaka AaOr iva<aIya htao%saahnaT/a[- kI Ba Uimaka AaOr iva<aIya htao%saahnaT/a[- kI Ba Uimaka AaOr iva<aIya htao%saahnaT/a[- kI Ba Uimaka AaOr iva<aIya htao%saahna
♦ p`aiQakrNa Satao-M maoM pirvat-na ³rajya saurxaa kao p`Baaivat krnao

vaalao kao CaoD,kr´ ko ilae emaAa[-baI kao T/a[- AiQainayama¸ 1997
kI Qaara 11 ³1´³e´ ko tht T/a[- kI isafairSaoM laonaI caaihe.

♦ AiQakRt saMsqaaAaoM kao T/a[- ko ivainayamaaoM̧  AadoSaaoM AaOr inado-SaaoM ka
palana krnaa caaihe.

♦ T/a[- ]llaMGana ko ilae iva<aIya htao%saahna ³efDI´ lagaa sakta
hO.yaid kao[- saMsqaa efDI Baugatana maoM caUk krtI hO̧  tao emaAa[-
baI kao T/a[- kI salaah ko Anausaar saMsqaa kI baOMk gaarMTIÀsaurxaa
jamaa sao raiSa vasaUla krnaI caaihe.T/a[- ko efDI inaNa-ya AMitma
hOM jaao T/a[- AiQainayama¸ 1997 ko tht ApIla ko AQaIna hOM.

BROADCASTING
OVERVIEW THROUGH A

TELECOM LENS
The Telecommunications Act, 2023, introduces a

new regulatory framework for broadcasting services,
aiming to modernize oversight, enhance compliance, and
ensure fair competition. This article explores key
recommendations for effectively regulating
broadcasting under the Act, addressing industry
challenges, content standards, and technological
advancements.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
recommends that the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB)
transition from licensing
under the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, to
service authorizations
under Section 3(1)(a) of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023, for broadcasting
services.The terms and
conditions for these
authorizations should be
defined in Rules under
Sec t ion  56  of  the
Te lecommunica t ions
Act, 2023, which authorized entities must adhere
to.MIB should issue Orders, Directions, Advisories,
and Instructions in accordance with these Rules.

TRAI'S ROLE AND FINANCIAL
DISINCENTIVES:

♦ For changes to authorization terms (excluding those
affecting state security), MIB should seek TRAI's
recommendations under Section 11(1)(a) of the TRAI
Act, 1997.

♦ Authorized entities must comply with TRAI's
Regulations, Orders, and Directions.

♦ TRAI can impose Financial Disincentives (FD) for
violations. If an entity defaults on FD payments, MIB
should recover the amount from the entity's Bank
Guarantee/Security Deposit, as advised by TRAI.
TRAI's FD decisions are final, subject to appeal
under the TRAI Act, 1997.
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STRUCTURE OF BROADCASTING SERVICE
RULES:

♦ The Rules under Section 56 of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023, should be
structured as:

♦ "The Broadcasting (Grant of Service Authorisations)
Rules" (covering authorization terms).

♦ "The Broadcasting (Television Channel
Broadcasting, Television Channel Distribution, and
Radio Broadcasting) Services Rules" (covering
service-specific terms).

AUTHORIZATION DOCUMENT FORMAT:
♦ Service authorizations should be issued as

authorization documents, with a recommended
format provided in Schedule-V of Annexure-II.

ORGANIZATION OF BROADCASTING
SERVICES RULES:

♦ The service-specific Rules should include:
♦ Common Terms and Conditions.
♦ Specific Terms and Conditions for:

p`saarNa sa o v a a inayamaa o M  kI sa Mrcanaap `saarNa sa o v a a inayamaa o M  kI sa Mrcanaap `saarNa sa o v a a inayamaa o M  kI sa Mrcanaap `saarNa sa o v a a inayamaa o M  kI sa Mrcanaap `saarNa sa o v a a inayamaa o M  kI sa Mrcanaa
♦ dUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara 56 ko thtdUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara 56 ko thtdUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara 56 ko thtdUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara 56 ko thtdUrsa Mcaar AiQainayama¸ 2023 kI Qaara 56 ko tht

inayamaaoM kI saMrcanaa [sa p`kar haonaI caaihe:
♦ p`saarNa ³saovaa p`aiQakrNa p`dana krnaa´ inayama ³p`aiQakrNa

Satao-M kao Saaimala krto hue´
♦ p`saarNa ³TolaIivajana caOnala p`saarNa¸ TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa

AaOr roiDyaao p`saarNa´ saovaa inayama ³saovaa ivaiSaYT Satao-M kao Saaimala
krto hue´

p ` a iQ akrNa dstava oj a p ` a$pp ` a iQ akrNa dstava oj a p ` a$pp ` a iQ akrNa dstava oj a p ` a$pp ` a iQ akrNa dstava oj a p ` a$pp ` a iQ akrNa dstava oj a p ` a$p
♦ saovaa p`aiQakrNaaoM kao p`aiQakrNa dstavaojaaoM ko $p maoM jaarI ikyaa

jaanaa caaihe¸ ijasaka AnauSaMisat p`a$p Anaulagnak– II kI
AnausaUcaI–V maoM idyaa gayaa hO.

p`saarNa sa o vaaAa o M  ko sa M gazna ko inayama:p `saarNa sa o vaaAa o M  ko sa M gazna ko inayama:p `saarNa sa o vaaAa o M  ko sa M gazna ko inayama:p `saarNa sa o vaaAa o M  ko sa M gazna ko inayama:p `saarNa sa o vaaAa o M  ko sa M gazna ko inayama:
♦ saovaa ivaiSaYT inayamaaoM maoM inamnailaiKt Saaimala haonao caaihe:

♦ saasaasaasaasaamaanya inayama AaOr Sato- M
♦ [sako ilae ivaiSaYT inayama AaOr Sato-M :
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♦ TolaIivajana caOnala p`saarNa saovaayaoM ³samaacaar ejaoMisayaaoM̧  TolaIpaoT-
AaOr ApilaMikMga saiht.´

♦ TlaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa saovaayaoM ³DITIeca¸ ecaAa[-TIesa¸ Aa[-
pITIvaI´

♦ roiDyaao p`saarNa saovaayaoM ³TorisT/yala¸ saamaudaiyak¸ kma Sai@t´
♦ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaaAaoM ko ilae Alaga sao p`aiQakrNa kI AavaSyakta

nahIM haotI hO AaOr kobala TolaIivajana AiQainayama ko tht pMjaIkRt
emaesaAao sva–GaaoYaNaa ko saaqa Aa[-pITIvaI p`dana kr sakto hOM.

emaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ivainayamanaemaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ivainayamanaemaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ivainayamanaemaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ivainayamanaemaesaAao AaOr elasaIAao ivainayamana
♦ emaAa[-baI malTI isasTma Aa^proTraoM ³emaesaAaó  AaOr sqaanaIya

kobala Aa^proTraoM ³elasaIAaó  kao dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko
tht laanao pr ivacaar kr sakta hO̧  jabaik kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama 1995 ko tht saamaga`I ivainayamana
kao banaayao rK sakta hO.

fasT ca Onala ivatrNafasT ca Onala ivatrNafasT ca Onala ivatrNafasT ca Onala ivatrNafasT ca Onala ivatrNa
♦ TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa saovaaAaoM ko tht fasT caOnala

ivatrNa ko ilae ek Alaga p`aiQakrNa pr ivacaar ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.

vyaapar krnao ma o M AasaanaI pr T/a[- kI isafairSao Mvyaapar krnao ma o M AasaanaI pr T/a[- kI isafairSao Mvyaapar krnao ma o M AasaanaI pr T/a[- kI isafairSao Mvyaapar krnao ma o M AasaanaI pr T/a[- kI isafairSao Mvyaapar krnao ma o M AasaanaI pr T/a[- kI isafairSao M

♦ emaAa[-baI kao T/a[- kI ‘dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ maoM vyaapar
krnao maoM AasaanaI’ kI isafairSaaoM pr inaNa-ya laonao maoM tojaI laanaI
caaihyao.

pirBaaYaaya o MpirBaaYaaya o MpirBaaYaaya o MpirBaaYaaya o MpirBaaYaaya o M

♦ Anaulagnak II sao pirBaaYaayaoM̧
p`saarNa ³saovaa p`aiQakrNa
p`dana krnaa´ inayama’ maoM
Saaimala kI jaanaI caaihe.

♦ Anaulagnak III kI
pirBaaYaaAaoM kao̧  p`saarNa
³TolaIivajana caOnala p`saarNa¸
TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa AaOr
roiDyaao p`saarNa´ saovaa inayama’

maoM Saaimala kI jaanaI caaihe.

saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~

♦ emaAa[-baI kao inamnailaiKt kI Sau$Aat krnao pr ivacaar ikyaa
jaanaa caihe:

♦ TolaIivajana caOnala ka ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarNa.
♦ kma pavar vaalaI CaoTI roMja kI roiDyaao saovaa

♦ saovaa ka dayara AaOr saovaa xao~ Anaulagnak II maoM isqat hO.

♦Television Channel Broadcasting Services (including
news agencies, teleports, and uplinking).

♦Television Channel Distribution Services (DTH,
HITS, IPTV).

♦Radio Broadcasting Services (terrestrial, community,
low-power).

♦ IPTV services do not require a seperate authorization,
and MSO's registered under the Cable Television
Act can provide IPTV with a self declaration.

MSO AND LCO REGULATION
♦ MIB may consider bringing Multi-System Operators

(MSOs) and Local Cable Operators (LCOs) under
the Telecommunications Act, 2023, while retaining
content regulation under the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

FAST CHANNELS DISTRIBUTION
♦ A separate authorization for FAST channel

distribution may be considered under Television
Channel Distribution Services.

TRAI RECOMMENDATIONS ON EASE OF
DOING BUSINESS:

♦ MIB should expedite decisions on TRAI's "Ease of
Doing Business in Telecom and Broadcasting Sector"
recommendations.

DEFINITIONS:
♦ Definitions from

Annexure-II should
be included in "The
Broadcasting (Grant
of Service
A u t h o r i s a t i o n s )
Rules."

♦ Definitions from
Annexure-III should
be included in "The
B r o a d c a s t i n g
(Television Channel
Broadcasting, Television Channel Distribution, and
Radio Broadcasting) Services Rules."

SCOPE OF SERVICE AND SERVICE AREA:
♦ MIB should consider introducing:

♦ "Ground-based Broadcasting of a Television
Channel."

♦ "Low Power Small Range Radio Service."
♦ The Scope of service and service area are located in

Annexure II.
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MIGRATION OF EXISTING SERVICE
PROVIDERS:

♦ Migration to the new authorization framework
should be voluntary until existing licenses/
permissions expire.

♦ A simplified application process should be
established.

♦ Eligibility conditions for new applicants should apply
to migrating entities.

♦ The new authorization's validity begins on the
effective migration date.

♦ No processing fee should be required for migration.
♦ Differential entry fees will not be charged for

broadcasting migration.
♦ Authorized entities must provide required Bank

Guarantees, Security
Deposits, and fees.

♦ Spectrum assignments
will be governed by
Sections 4(8) and 4(9) of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023.

♦ New rules apply after
migration, but past
liabilities remain.

♦ Detailed migration terms
are in Annexure-II.

♦ The terms and conditions
in Annexure-II should be
notified as "The
Broadcasting (Grant of
Service Authorisations) Rules."

EQUITY HOLDING AND MANAGEMENT
CONTROL:

♦ Cross-holding restrictions for DTH and HITS should
be extended to IPTV.

♦ These restrictions may be extended to MSOs and
other Distribution Service Providers.

♦ Cross-holding restrictions should be included for
Television Channel Broadcasting authorizations.

♦ The "Common Terms and Conditions" in Part-I of
Annexure-III should be adopted for all broadcasting
services.

♦ Contravention of Rules will be governed by Chapter
VIII of the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

♦ Violations of these codes will be governed by the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

mmmmmaa Oja Uda sa ovaa p`dataAao M ka maa[ga o `Sanaaa Oja Uda sa ovaa p`dataAao M ka maa[ga o `Sanaaa Oja Uda sa ovaa p`dataAao M ka maa[ga o `Sanaaa Oja Uda sa ovaa p`dataAao M ka maa[ga o `Sanaaa Oja Uda sa ovaa p`dataAao M ka maa[ga o `Sana
♦ nayao p`aiQakrNa Z,aMcao maoM maa[gaoSana tba tk svaOicCk haonaa caaihe

jaba tk ik maaOjaUda laa[saoMsaÀAnaumait samaaPt na hao jaayao.
♦ ek sarlaIkRt Aavaodna p`iËyaa sqaaipt kI jaanaI caaihe.
♦ nayao AavaodkaoM ko ilae pa~ta kI Sato-M maa[ga`oT krnao vaalaI

saMsqaaAaoM pr laagaU haonaI caaihe.
♦ nayao p`aiQakrNa kI vaOQata p`BaavaI maa[gaòSana itiqa sao Sau$ haonaI

caaihe.
♦ maa[gaòSana ko ilae kao[- p`aosaoisaMga fIsa nahIM laI jaanaI caaihe.
♦ p`saarNa maa[gaòSana ko ilae Alaga–Alaga p`vaoSa Saulk nahIM ilayaa

jaayaogaa.
♦ AiQakRt saMsqaaAaoM kao AavaSyak baOMk gaarMTI¸ saurxaa jamaa AaOr

Saulk p`dana krnaa haogaa.
♦spo@T/ma Asaa[namaoMT dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama
2023 kI Qaara 4³8´ AaOr 4³9´ Wara
Saaisat haoMgao.
♦ maa[gaòSana ko baad nayao inayama laagaU haoto
hOM̧  laoikna ipClaI donadairyaaM banaI rhtI
hOM.
♦ ivastRt maa[gaòSana Sato-M Anaulagnak II maoM
hO.
♦ Anaulagnak II maoM idyao gayao inayamaaoM AaOr
Satao-M kao ‘p`saarNa ³saovaa p`aiQakrNa p`dana
krnaa´ inayama’ ko $p maoM AiQasaUicat ikyaa

jaanaa caaihe.
[i@vaTI ha oilDMga AaOr p`ba MQa inaya M~Na[i@vaTI ha oilDMga AaOr p`ba MQa inaya M~Na[i@vaTI ha oilDMga AaOr p`ba MQa inaya M~Na[i@vaTI ha oilDMga AaOr p`ba MQa inaya M~Na[i@vaTI ha oilDMga AaOr p`ba MQa inaya M~Na

♦ DITIeca AaOr ihT\sa ko ilae Ëa^sa haoilDMga p`itbaMQaaoM kao Aa[-
pITIvaI tk baZ,ayaa jaanaa caaihe.

♦ yao p`itbaMQa emaesaAao AaOr Anya ivatrNa saovaa p`dataAaoM tk
baZ,ayao jaa sakto hOM.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnala p`saarNa p`aiQakrNaaoM ko ilae Ëa^sa haoilDMga
p`itbaMQa Saaimala ikyao jaanao caaihe.

♦ Anaulagnak III ko Baaga–I maoM idyao gayao ‘saamanya inayama AaOr Sato-’
saBaI p`saarNa saovaaAaoM ko ilae ApnaayaI jaanaI caaihe.

♦ inayamaaoM ka ]llaMGana dUrsaMcaar AiQainayama 2023 ko AQyaaya VIII
Wara Saaisat haogaa.

♦ [na saMihta ka ]llaMGana kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´
AiQainayama 1995 Wara Saaisat haogaI.
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HARMONIZATION OF TELEVISION CHANNEL
BROADCASTING SERVICES:

♦ Financial conditions (Processing Fee, Net worth,
Authorization Fee, Security Deposit, Performance
Bank Guarantee) should be harmonized:

♦ Fees and guarantees for "Uplinking/Downlinking
of a Television Channel" should remain at current
levels from the 2022 guidelines.

♦ Fees and guarantees for "Ground-based
Broadcasting of a Television Channel" should follow
the 2025 recommendations for ground-based
broadcasters.

♦ Fees and guarantees for "News Agency for
Television Channel(s)," "Teleport/Teleport Hub,"
and "Uplinking of Live event/news/footage by
Foreign Channel/News Agency" should remain at
current 2022 guideline levels.

♦ Detailed provisions for Validity period, Processing
Fee, Authorization Fee, Performance Bank
Guarantee, and
Security Deposit are
in Schedule-II of
Annexure-II and
should be included in
"The Broadcasting
(Grant of Service
A u t h o r i s a t i o n s )
Rules."

♦ Renewal provisions
from Part-I of
Annexure-III should
be included in "The
B r o a d c a s t i n g
(Television Channel
B r o a d c a s t i n g ,
Television Channel
Distribution, and Radio Broadcasting) Services
Rules."

♦ The "Specific Terms and Conditions" in Section 1
of Part-II of Annexure-III should be adopted for
"Television Channel Broadcasting Services" in the
relevant Rules.

HARMONIZATION AMONG TELEVISION
CHANNEL DISTRIBUTION SERVICES:

♦ Fees and charges for DTH and HITS services should
be harmonized:

♦ Validity: 20 years, renewable for 10-year periods.
♦ Processing/Renewal Fee: Rs. 10,000.

TolaIivajana ca Onala p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala p`saarNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama Mjasya

♦ iva<aIya isqaityaaoM ³p`aosaoisaMga Saulk¸ naoTvaqa-̧  p`aiQakrNa Saulk¸
saurxaa jamaa¸ p`dSa-na baOMk gaarMTI´ kao sausaMgat banaayaa jaanaa caaihe.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMgaÀDa]nailaMikMga ko ilae Saulk
AaOr gaarMTI 2022 ko idSaa–inado-SaaoM ko maaOjaUda str pr haonaI
caaihe.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ga`a]MD baosD ba`a^DkaisTMga ko ilae fIsa AaOr
gaarMTI ga`a]MD baosD ba`a^DkasTsa- ko ilae 2025 kI isafairSaaoM ka
palana krnaa caaihe.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ilae samaacaar ejaoMsaI¸ ‘TolaIpaoT-ÀTolaIpaoT-
hba¸ AaOr ‘ivadoSaI caOnalaÀsamaacaar ejao MsaI Wara laa[va
[vaoMTÀsamaacaarÀfuToja kI ApilaMikMga’ ko ilae Saulk AaOr gaarMTI
vat-maana 2022 ko idSaa inado-Sa straoM pr banaI rhnaI caaihe.

♦ vaOQata AvaiQa¸ p̀aosaoisaMga Saulk¸
p̀aiQakrNa Saulk¸ p̀dSa-na baOMk
gaarMTI AaOr saurxaa jamaa ko
ilae ivastRt p`avaQaana
Anaulagnak II kI AnausaUcaI
II maoM hOM AaOr [nhoM p`saarNa
³saovaa p̀aiQakrNap̀dana krnaa´
inayama’ maoM Saaimala ikyaa jaanaa
caaihe.

♦ Anaulagnak III ko Baaga I sao
navaIkrNa p`avaQaanaaoM kao
p`saarNa ³TolaIivajana caOnala

p`saarNa¸ TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa AaOr roiDyaao p`saarNa´ saovaa
inayamaaoM maoM Saaimala ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.

♦ AnaubaMQa III ko Baaga II kI Qaara I maoM vaiNa-t ‘ivaiSaYT inayama va Sato-
M’ kao p`asaMigak inayamaaoM maoM ‘TolaIivajana caOnala p`saarNa saovaaAaoM’ ko
ilae Apnaayaa jaanaa caaihe.

TolaIivajana ca Onala ivatrNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala ivatrNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala ivatrNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala ivatrNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama MjasyaTolaIivajana ca Onala ivatrNa sa ovaaAao M ka saama Mjasya

♦ DITIeca AaOr ecaAa[-TIesa saovaaAaoM ko ilae Saulk AaOr p`BaaraoM maoM
saamaMjasya haonaa caaihe:

♦ vaOQata: 20 vaYa-̧  10 vaYa- kI AvaiQa ko ilae navaIkrNa yaaogya.
♦ p`aosaoisaMgaÀnavaInaIkrNa Saulk : 10¸000 É.
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♦ Minimum Net worth: Rs. 10 crore.
♦ Entry Fee: Rs. 10 crore (non-refundable).
♦ Authorization Fee: DTH as per TRAI's 2023

recommendations; HITS remains "NIL."
♦ Bank Guarantee: DTH as per TRAI's 2023

recommendations; HITS at Rs. 5 crore for the
authorization's validity.

♦ Roll out Obligations: One year from SACFA clearance,
uniform for DTH and HITS.

♦ The roll out obligation details are located in
Schedule-III of Annexure-III.

VERTICALLY INTEGRATED ENTITIES:
RESERVING OPERATIONAL CHANNEL
CAPACITY

♦ The 15% channel capacity reservation for vertically
integrated broadcasters should be extended to HITS
and IPTV services.

♦ The Central Government may extend this restriction
to MSOs and other distribution service providers.

♦ The Central Government may review the 15% cap
based on market conditions or seek TRAI
recommendations.

INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING:
♦ Voluntary infrastructure sharing should be allowed

among broadcasting, telecom, and infrastructure
providers.

INTEROPERABILITY OF SET TOP BOXES
(STB):

♦ Authorized "Television Channel Distribution
Services" entities should adopt interoperable STBs.

♦ TEC should develop standards for interoperable
STBs and television sets with inbuilt STB
functionality.

REMOVAL OF NET WORTH REQUIREMENTS
FOR INTERNET SERVICES PROVIDING IPTV:

♦ The Rs. 100 crore net worth requirement for Internet
Service Providers (ISPs) providing IPTV should be
removed.

♦ The regulation should be aligned with the general
internet service provider authorization.

♦ The process for ISPs and MSO's to provide IPTV
services is detailed in the text.

♦ The "Specific Terms and Conditions" in Section 2 of
Part-II of Annexure-III should be adopted for
"Television Channel Distribution Services" in the
relevant Rules. 

♦ nyaUnatma naoTvaqa- 10 kraoD, Épyao.
♦ p`vaoSa Saulk : 10¸000 É ³vaapsaI yaaogya nahIḾ .
♦ p`aiQakrNa Saulk : T/a[- kI 2023 kI isafairSaaoM ko Anausaar

DITIeca¸ ihT\sa ‘SaUnya’ rhogaa.
♦ baOMk gaarMTI : DITIeca pr T/a[- kI 2023 kI isafairSaaoM ko

Anausaar¸ p`aiQakrNa kI vaOQata ko ilae ihT\sa kI saImaa 5 kraoD,
Épyao hO.

♦ ra^la Aa]T daiya%va : esaesaIefe maMjaUrI sao ek vaYa-̧  DITIeca
AaOr ihT\sa ko ilae samaana hO.

♦ ra^la Aa]T daiya%va ivavarNa Anaulagnak III kI AnausaUcaI III maoM
isqat hO.

vaiT-klaI ekIkRt saMsqaaya o M¸ pircaalana ca Onala xamata AarixatvaiT-klaI ekIkRt saMsqaaya o M¸ pircaalana ca Onala xamata AarixatvaiT-klaI ekIkRt saMsqaaya o M¸ pircaalana ca Onala xamata AarixatvaiT-klaI ekIkRt saMsqaaya o M¸ pircaalana ca Onala xamata AarixatvaiT-klaI ekIkRt saMsqaaya o M¸ pircaalana ca Onala xamata Aarixat
krn a akrn a akrn a akrn a akrn a a

♦ vaiT-klaI $p sao ekIkRt p`saarkaoM ko ilae 15‰ caOnala xamata
AarxaNa kao ihT\sa AaOr Aa[-pITIvaI saovaaAaoM tk baZ,ayaa jaanaa
caaihe.

♦ koMd` sarkar [sa p`itbaMQa kao emaesaAao AaOr Anya ivatrNa saovaa
p`dataAaoM tk baZ,a saktI hO.

♦ koMd` sarkar baajaar kI isqaityaaoM ko AaQaar pr 15‰ kI saImaa
kI samaIxaa kr saktI hO yaa T/a[- kI isafairSaoM maaMga saktI hOM.

ba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o kao saaJaa krnaaba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o kao saaJaa krnaaba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o kao saaJaa krnaaba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o kao saaJaa krnaaba uinayaadI Z,a Mca o kao saaJaa krnaa
♦ p`saarNa¸ dUrsaMcaar AaOr bauinayaadI Z,aMcao p`dataAaoM ko baIca svaOicCk

bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa krnao kI Anaumait dI jaanaI caaihe.

saoT Ta^p baa ^@sa kI [MTrAa^proibailaTIsa oT Ta^p baa ^@sa kI [MTrAa^proibailaTIsa oT Ta^p baa ^@sa kI [MTrAa^proibailaTIsa oT Ta^p baa ^@sa kI [MTrAa^proibailaTIsa oT Ta^p baa ^@sa kI [MTrAa^proibailaTI
♦ AiQakRt ‘TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa saovaa’ saMsqaaAao M kao

[MTrAa^proibailaTI esaTIbaI Apnaanaa caaihe.
♦ TI[-saI kao [naibalT esaTIbaI kaya-xamata ko saaqa [MTr Aa^probala

esaTIbaI AaOr TolaIivajana saoT ko ilae maanak ivakisat krnaa
caaihe.

Aa[ -pITIvaI p `dana krna o  va alaI [ MTrna oT sa o v a aAa o M  k o ilaeAa[ -pITIvaI p `dana krna o  va alaI [ MTrna oT sa o v a aAa o M  k o ilaeAa[ -pITIvaI p `dana krna o  va alaI [ MTrna oT sa o v a aAa o M  k o ilaeAa[ -pITIvaI p `dana krna o  va alaI [ MTrna oT sa o v a aAa o M  k o ilaeAa[ -pITIvaI p `dana krna o  va alaI [ MTrna oT sa o v a aAa o M  k o ilae
na oTvaqa - AavaSyaktaAao M ka o hTanaana oTvaqa - AavaSyaktaAao M ka o hTanaana oTvaqa - AavaSyaktaAao M ka o hTanaana oTvaqa - AavaSyaktaAao M ka o hTanaana oTvaqa - AavaSyaktaAao M ka o hTanaa

♦ Aa[-pITIvaI p`dana krnao vaalao [MTrnaoT saovaa p`dataAaoM ³Aa[-
esapI´ ko ilae 100 kraoD, Épyao kI inavala saMpi<a kI
AavaSyaktaAaoM kao samaaPt ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.

♦ ivainayamana kao saamaanya [MTrnaoT saovaa p`data p`aiQakrNa ko saaqa
saMroiKt ikyaa jaanaa caaihe.

♦ Aa[-esapI AaOr emaesaAao Wara Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM p`dana krnao
kI p`iËyaa ka ivastRt ivavarNa To@sT maoM idyaa gayaa hO.

♦ AnaubaMQa ko Baaga– kI Qaara–2 maoM idyao gayao ‘ivaiSaYT inayama
va Sato-M’ kao p`asaMigak inayamaaoM maoM ‘TolaIivajana caOnala ivatrNa saovaaAaoM’
ko ilae Apnaayaa jaanaa caaihe.
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BUILDING INDIA’S DIGITAL BACKBONE:
SANDEEP DONDE ON MICROSCAN’S FIBER
EXPANSION, OTT DISRUPTION, AND THE

FUTURE OF CONNECTIVITY
From pioneering fiber

networks to driving OTT innovation,
Sandeep Donde has been at the
forefront of India's digital
transformation for over two decades.
As the Founder and MD of Microscan,
he recognized the potential of fiber
optics early on, shaping a company
that not only delivers high-speed,
reliable internet but also powers one
of India’s fastest-growing OTT
aggregators, PlayboxTV. In this
conversation, Donde shares insights
on Microscan’s expansion beyond
Mumbai, its competitive edge in fiber
networking, and how PlayboxTV is
reshaping content consumption. He
also discusses the role of AI in user
engagement, the challenges SMEs
face in adopting fiber solutions, and
how India’s 5G revolution will
redefine the connectivity landscape.

Sandeep Donde, you founded
Microscan in 1999—what was your
vision then, and how has it evolved?

From the very beginning, I
wanted to build something of my own,
though the exact path wasn’t clear.
With fiber optics as my domain, I saw
its potential to transform connectivity.
In 2000, an opportunity in fiber splicing
set everything in motion, shaping
Microscan. Over time, the vision
expanded from just deploying fiber to
building a high-speed, reliable network
that powers businesses and homes
seamlessly. That vision led to founding
Microscan.

Microscan has expanded its fiber
network beyond Mumbai to Kolhapur
and Goa. What were the key drivers
behind this expansion?

Mumbai’s internet market
became increasingly competitive,
with multiple ISPs operating in almost
every building. To scale sustainably,
we had to look beyond the metro
cities. The real opportunity lay in
areas with low internet penetration,

where reliable connectivity was
scarce. Kolhapur and Goa fit that
profile perfectly. Our expansion was
driven by the need to bridge the
digital divide and provide high-
quality internet services to smaller
cities that lacked strong, dependable
providers.

How does Microscan differentiate
itself from competitors in the fiber

SANDEEP DONDE
Founder & Managing Director, MICROSCAN
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networking and internet services
sector?

Microscan stands apart
because of its expertise in fiber
networking, 24/7 operations, and an
unwavering commitment to uptime.
Unlike many providers that struggle
with consistency, we deliver committed
speeds with near-zero downtime. Our
strategic partnerships with major CDN
players like Akamai, Google, and
Microsoft ensure that content is closer
to the end user, resulting in faster and
more stable connectivity. Combined
with our extensive fiber network, this
gives our customers a seamless
internet experience.

PlayboxTV has grown into India's 4th
largest OTT platform. What sets it
apart from other OTT services?

PlayboxTV is unique because
it aggregates multiple OTT platforms
into a single app, saving users the
hassle of juggling multiple
subscriptions. With PlayboxTV, users
get a unified entertainment
experience across devices like iOS,
Android TV, Fire Stick, and Android
boxes. A single subscription allows
seamless streaming on both mobile
and TV. Additionally, PlayboxTV
enhances content discovery by
recommending shows and surfacing
free content, making entertainment

simpler and more accessible for
users.

How does PlayboxTV leverage
partnerships with ISPs and cable
operators to enhance customer
experience?

We see ISPs and cable
operators as partners, not clients.
They are our brand ambassadors,
playing a crucial role in expanding
PlayboxTV’s reach across India. We
support them with system integration,
24/7 customer service, and marketing
materials tailored to their needs. Our
dedicated customer support ensures
quick issue resolution, fostering a



23 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MARCH 2025

INTERVIEW

With increasing cyber threats,
businesses need more than just
internet connectivity—they need
security and reliability. That’s why we
established Microscan
Communications, focusing on SOC
(Security Operations Centre) and NOC
(Network Operations Centre) services.
These solutions help businesses
safeguard their networks from cyber
threats while ensuring seamless cloud
migration and DevOps integration. By
offering these services, we provide a
comprehensive IT infrastructure
solution beyond just connectivity.

With India’s growing internet
penetration and 5G rollout, how do you
see the fiber network industry
evolving in the next 5 years?

The fiber industry is set to grow
exponentially. The rise of OTT
platforms, data centres, and
government policies requiring data
localization will drive massive demand
for fiber infrastructure. Additionally,
the expansion of 5G will require
extensive fiber backhaul, as small cells
need high-speed connectivity to
function effectively. With several new
subsea cable landings planned in

Mumbai and surrounding areas, data
consumption will skyrocket. Microscan
is well-positioned to capitalize on this
growth with its extensive fiber network
and strategic locations.

Are there plans to expand Microscan’s
footprint to other regions in India?

Yes, we are actively expanding
our presence beyond Maharashtra. We
are entering key markets like Chennai,
Bangalore, and Delhi to establish a
nationwide fiber and NLD (National
Long Distance) network. Our goal is to
be a pan-India service provider,
ensuring seamless connectivity across
major business hubs.

What are the next big milestones for
Microscan and its group companies?

The next big milestone is
integrating our fiber network with
India’s subsea cable ecosystem,
enabling high-speed global
connectivity. We also plan to develop
small edge data centres to support the
increasing demand for cloud and
enterprise solutions. Additionally, we
are focused on enhancing utility-based
fiber networks to further improve digital
infrastructure across India. 

strong ecosystem where happy
customers lead to happy partners. This
collaborative approach has been
instrumental in making PlayboxTV
India’s 4th largest OTT aggregator.

What role does AI or data analytics
play in PlayboxTV’s content
recommendations and user
engagement strategies?

AI and data analytics are
central to how PlayboxTV personalizes
the user experience. By analysing
viewing history, demographics, and
user interactions, our AI-driven system
recommends content tailored to
individual preferences. It continuously
refines its suggestions based on user
behaviour, helping people discover
new shows and movies they might
otherwise miss. AI also segments
users with similar interests, optimizing
content delivery and improving
engagement. The result is a more
immersive and satisfying entertainment
experience.

What challenges do SMEs face in
adopting fiber networking solutions,
and how does Microscan address these
pain points?

For SMEs, last-mile
connectivity remains a major challenge.
Many businesses struggle with
unreliable networks that can’t support
their growing digital needs. Microscan
solves this by ensuring fiber
connectivity reaches directly to offices
and buildings. We offer a robust, fiber-
first infrastructure that guarantees
stability, ensuring businesses get
enterprise-grade internet without
disruptions.

How has cloud migration, DevOps, and
cybersecurity become integral to your
offerings through Microscan
Communications?
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JIO AND AIRTEL IN
FIERCE RACE FOR
STARLINK TIE-UP
Satellite broadband to get a boost with

the new tie-ups

India’s telecom giants Jio and Airtel are in a heated
competition to secure a strategic partnership with
SpaceX’s Starlink, aiming to revolutionize broadband
connectivity across the country.

Jio Platforms announced an agreement with
SpaceX to integrate
Starlink's satell i te
broadband into i ts
services,  pending
regulatory approval.
This move, coming just
a day after Bharti Airtel
signed a similar pact,
signals an aggressive
race to dominate India's
next-gen internet market.

M a t h e w
Oommen, Group CEO of
Reliance Jio, emphasized that Starlink’s integration into
Jio’s ecosystem would enhance AI-driven digital
empowerment and expand broadband access across
India. Jio plans to distribute Starlink equipment through
its retail  and online stores,  ensuring seamless
connectivity even in remote
areas.

Meanwhile, Airtel’s
partnership with SpaceX is set
to boost rural coverage and
B2B enterprise solutions.
Analysts highlight pricing as
a key factor, determining how
effectively Airtel and Jio can
leverage Starlink’s high-speed
satellite internet to gain a
competitive edge.

With both telecom giants vying for leadership in
satellite broadband, India's connectivity landscape is on
the brink of a transformative shift. 

ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸ijayaao AaOr eyarTola¸
sTarilaMk ko saaqasTarilaMk ko saaqasTarilaMk ko saaqasTarilaMk ko saaqasTarilaMk ko saaqa
gazjaaoD, kI haoD, maoMgazjaaoD, kI haoD, maoMgazjaaoD, kI haoD, maoMgazjaaoD, kI haoD, maoMgazjaaoD, kI haoD, maoM

naya o gazjaaoD, sao sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^DbaO MD kao baZ,avaa imalaogaanaya o gazjaaoD, sao sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^DbaO MD kao baZ,avaa imalaogaanaya o gazjaaoD, sao sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^DbaO MD kao baZ,avaa imalaogaanaya o gazjaaoD, sao sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^DbaO MD kao baZ,avaa imalaogaanaya o gazjaaoD, sao sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^DbaO MD kao baZ,avaa imalaogaa

Baart kI dUrsaMcaar idggaja kMpinayaaM ijayaao AaOr eyarTola sposae@sa
ko sTarilaMk ko saaqa rNanaIitk saaJaodarI haisala krnao kI kD,I p`itspQaa-
maoM hOM ijasaka laxya pUro doSa maoM ba`a^DbaOMD knaoi@TivaTI maoM ËaMit laanaa hO.

ijayaao PlaoTfâma- nao sTarilaMk ko saOTolaa[T bàâDbaOMD kao ApnaI saovaaAaoM
maoM ekIkRt krnao ko ilae sposae@sa ko saaqa ek samaJaaOto kI GaaoYaNaa kI hO̧

jaao ivainayaamak Anaumaaodna ko AQaIna
hO.BaartI eyarTola Wara [saI trh
ko samaJaaOto pr hstaxar krnao ko
zIk ek idna baad Aayaa yah
kdma Baart kI AgalaI pIZ,I ko
[MTrnaoT baajaar pr havaI haonao kI
AaËamak daOD, ka saMkot dotI hO.
irlaayaMsa ijayaao ko gaùp saI[-Aao
maOqyaU Aaomana nao [sa baat pr jaaor
idyaa ik ijayaao ko [kaoisasTma maoM
sTarilaMk ko ekIkrNa sao eAa[-
saMcaailat iDijaTla saSai@tkrNa

baZ,ogaa AaOr pUro Baart maoM ba`a^DbaOMD ka ivastar haogaa.ijayaao nao Apnao irTola
AaOr Aa^nalaa[na sTaor ko maaQyama sao sTarilaMk ]pkrNa ivatirt krnao kI
yaaojanaa banaayaI hO̧  ijasasao dUrdraja ko [laakaoM maoM BaI inabaa-Qa knaoi@TivaTI
sauinaiScat hao sako.

[sa baIca eyarTola kI sposae@sa ko saaqa
saaJaodarI ga`amaINa kvaroja AaOr baI2baI
eMTrp`a[ja samaaQaanaaoM kao baZ,avaa donao ko
ilae tOyaar hO.ivaSlaoYak maUlya inaQaa-rNa
kao ek mah%vapUNa- kark ko $p maoM ]jaagar
krto hOM̧  jaao yah inaQaa-irt krta hO ik
eyarTola AaOr ijayaao p`itspQaa-%mak baZ,t
haisala krnao ko ilae sTarilaMk ko ha[-
spID saOTolaa[T [MTrnaoT ka iktnaa p̀BaavaI
ZMga sao laaBa ]za sakto hOM.

daonaaoM dUrsaMcaar idggaja kMpinayaaoM ko baIca saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD maoM
naotR%va ko ilae haoD, ko karNa¸ Baart ka knaoi@TivaTI pirdRSya ek
pirvat-nakarI badlaava ko kgaar pr hO. 
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THE OTT INTEGRATION
AND CONTENT
DISTRIBUTION

INTRODUCTION
The regulatory landscape for Over-the-Top (OTT)

services in India is facing increasing scrutiny as multiple
stakeholders call for their inclusion under an authorization
regime. Concerns have been raised over the impact of
unregulated OTT services on traditional Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs), who are subject to stringent
regulatory requirements. Industry representatives argue that
the current lack of oversight on OTT tariffs, carriage, and
content distribution creates an uneven competitive
environment, favoring digital streaming platforms at the
expense of conventional broadcasters.

REGULATORY CHALLENGES AND INDUSTRY
CONCERNS

During the consultation process on the ‘Regulatory
Framework for Ground-based Broadcasters,’ stakeholders
highlighted a major regulatory challenge—the disparity in
governance between OTT aggregators and traditional
broadcasters. Many linear TV channels, which are bound
by downlinking guidelines
and Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
regulations, are being made
available on OTT platforms
with minimal modifications to
their content mix. This
practice, according to
industry players, allows OTT
services to bypass existing
broadcasting regulations,
raising concerns about
regulatory circumvention.

With increasing
broadband penetration, a variety of OTT services have
emerged, leading to multiple definitions of OTT in regulatory
discourse. The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
have classified OTT services into communication-based and
application-based categories. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting’s (MIB) draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 defines ‘OTT broadcasting
service’ as content made available over the internet,
distinguishing it from traditional cable and satellite services.

AaoTITI ekIkrNa AaOrAaoTITI ekIkrNa AaOrAaoTITI ekIkrNa AaOrAaoTITI ekIkrNa AaOrAaoTITI ekIkrNa AaOr
saamaga`I ivatrNasaamaga`I ivatrNasaamaga`I ivatrNasaamaga`I ivatrNasaamaga`I ivatrNa

pircay apircay apircay apircay apircay a
Baart maoM Aaovar–d–Ta^p–saovaaAaoM ³AaoTITI´ ko ilae ivainayaamak

pirdRSya pr lagaatar jaaMca kI jaa rhI hO̧  @yaaoMik k[- ihtQaark ]nakao
p`aiQakrNa vyavasqaa ko tht Saaimala krnao kI maaMga kr rho hOM.parMpirk
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAaó  pr Ainayaimat AaoTITI saovaaAaoM
ko p`Baava pr icaMtayaoM jatayaI gayaI hO̧  jaao kD,o ivainayaamak AavaSyaktaAaoM
ko AiQana hOM.]Vaoga ko p`itinaiQayaaoM ka tk- hO ik AaoTITI Saulk¸ kOirja
AaOr saamaga`I ivatrNa pr inagaranaI kI vat-maana kmaI ek Asaamaana p`itspQaI-
maahaOla banaatI hO̧  jaao parMpirk p`saarkaoM kI kImat pr iDijaTla sT/IimaMga
PlaoTfa^maao-M kao baZ,avaa dotI hO.
ivainayaamak caunaa Oityaa M AaOr ]Vaoga kI ica Mtaya o Mivainayaamak caunaa Oityaa M AaOr ]Vaoga kI ica Mtaya o Mivainayaamak caunaa Oityaa M AaOr ]Vaoga kI ica Mtaya o Mivainayaamak caunaa Oityaa M AaOr ]Vaoga kI ica Mtaya o Mivainayaamak caunaa Oityaa M AaOr ]Vaoga kI ica Mtaya o M

‘ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarkaoM ko ilae ivainayaamak Z,aMcao’ pr pramaSa-
p`iËyaa ko daOrana¸ ihtQaarkaoM nao ek p`mauK ivainayaamak caunaaOtI kao
]jaagar ikyaa–AaoTITI ega`IgaoTsa- AaOr parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko baIca Saasana
maoM Asamaanata.k[- laIinayar TolaIivajana caOnala¸ jaao Da]nailaMikMga idSaa–
inado-SaaoM AaOr BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  inayamaaoM sao baMQaoM

hOM¸ ]nako kMToMT ima@sa maoM nyaUnatma
saMSaaoQanaaoM ko saaqa AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M
pr ]plabQa krayao jaa rho hOM.]Vaoga
ko iKlaaiD,yaaoM ko Anausaar yah AByaasa
AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kao maaOjaUda p`saarNa
inayamaaoM kao driknaar krnao kI Anaumait
dota hO̧  ijasasao inayaamak piriQa ko
baaro maoM icaMta baZ, jaatI hO.

ba`a^DbaOMD kI baZ,tI phuMca ko
saaqa¸ k[- trh kI AaoTITI saovaayaoM
saamanao AayaI hOM̧  ijasasao inayaamak cacaa-

maoM AaoTITI kI k[- pirBaaYaayaoM saamanao AayaI hO.AMtrraYT/Iya dUrsaMcaar saMGa
³Aa[-TIyaÚ  AaOr dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´ nao AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kao saMcaar
AaQaairt AaOr eiPlakoSana AaQaairt EaoiNayaaoM maoM vagaI-kRt ikyaa hO.[sa
baIca saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaaAa[-baI´ ko masaaOda p`saarNa saovaa
³ivainayamana´ ivaQaoyak 2023 maoM ‘AaoTITI p`saarNa saovaa’ kao [MTrnaoT pr
]plabQa krayaI gayaI saamaga`I ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO̧  jaao [sao
parMpirk kobala AaOr saOTolaa[T saovaaAaoM sao Alaga krta hO.
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UNREGULATED GROWTH OF FAST CHANNELS
Stakeholders have also flagged the rapid proliferation

of Free Ad-supported Streaming Television (FAST) channels
in India, highlighting regulatory inconsistencies between
FAST platforms and traditional broadcasters. Unlike DPOs,
which are bound by strict licensing requirements, FAST
channels operate without similar regulatory oversight,
leading to potential competitive distortions. Industry
representatives have urged policymakers to introduce a
comprehensive regulatory framework for FAST services to
maintain parity with traditional broadcasters.

Several platforms, including Yupp TV, Samsung TV
Plus, Vodafone Play, Tata Play, Distro TV, Patchwall+
(Xiaomi), and LG WebOS, offer live channels to consumers.
Stakeholders argue that these services, despite performing
functions similar to ground-based broadcasters, remain
outside the scope of
existing uplinking/
downlinking guidelines,
exacerbating regulatory
disparities. The TRAI has
acknowledged these
concerns and emphasized
the need to examine the
regulatory status of FAST
channels to ensure a fair
competitive landscape.

FUTURE
REGULATORY
DEVELOPMENTS

Some stakeholders have also recommended
defining OTT broadcasting services, including Prasar
Bharati’s OTT platform, within the draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023. Additionally, calls have
been made to introduce definitions for ‘current affairs’
content, which remains ambiguous under existing
regulations.

The growing regulatory debate underscores the
urgency for a structured policy framework that addresses
OTT broadcasting, FAST channels, and content
distribution on digital  platforms. As industry
stakeholders await further regulatory developments, the
future of India’s broadcasting ecosystem will hinge on
striking a balance between innovation and fair
competition. 

efeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka Ainayaimat ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka Ainayaimat ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka Ainayaimat ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka Ainayaimat ivakasaefeesaTI ca Onalaa o M ka Ainayaimat ivakasa
ihtQaarkaoM nao Baart maoM mauFt–iva&apna–samaiqa-t sT/IimaMga TolaIivajana

³efeesaTI´ caOnalaaoM ko tojaI sao p`saar pr BaI icaMta jatayaI hO̧  jaao fa^sT
PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko baIca ivainayaamak ivasaMgaityaaoM kao
]jaagar krta hO.DIpIAao ko ivapirt¸ jaao sa#t laa[saoMisaMga AavaSyaktaAaoM
sao baMQao hOM̧  fasT caOnala samaana ivainayaamak inarIxaNa ko ibanaa saMcaailat haoto
hOM̧  ijasasao saMBaaivat p`itspQaI- ivakRityaaM haotI hOM.]Vaoga ko p`itinaiQayaaoM nao
parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko saaqa samaanata banaayao rKnao ko ilae fasT saovaaAaoM ko
ilae ek vyaapk ivainayaamak ZaMcaa poSa krnao ko ilae naIit inamaa-taAaoM sao
Aaga`h ikyaa hO.

yaup TIvaI¸ saOmasaMga TIvaI Plasa¸ vaaoDafaona Plao̧  TaTa Plao̧  iDsT/ao
TIvaI¸ pOcavaa^la Plasa ³SaaAaomaI´ AaOr elajaI vaobaAaoesa saiht k[- PlaoTfa^ma-
]pBaao@taAaoM kao laa[va caOnala p`dana krto hOM.ihtQaarkaoM ka tk- hO ik
yao saovaayaoM̧  ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarkaoM ko samaana kaya- krnao ko baavajaUd

maaOjaUda ApilaMikMgaÀDa]nailaMikMga
idSaa inado-Sa ko dayaro sao baahr
hO̧  ijasasao ivainayaamak AsamaanatayaoM
baZ, rhI hO.T/a[- nao [na icaMtaAaoM
kao svaIkar ikyaa hO AaOr inaYpxa
p̀itspQaI- pirdRSya sauinaiScat krnao
ko ilae fasT caOnalaaoM kI inayaamak
isqait kI jaa Mca krna o kI
AavaSyakta pr bala idyaa hO.

Ba i v a Yy a k o i v a i n a y a a m akBa i v a Yy a k o i v a i n a y a a m akBa i v a Yy a k o i v a i n a y a a m akBa i v a Yy a k o i v a i n a y a a m akBa i v a Yy a k o i v a i n a y a a m ak
ivakasaiv akasaiv akasaiv akasaiv akasa
kuC ihtQaarkaoM nao p`saar BaartI

ko AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- saiht AaoTITI p`saarNa saovaaAaoM kao p`saarNa
saovaa ³ivainayamana´ ivaQaoyak 2023 ko masaaOdo ko BaItr pirBaaiYat
krnao kI isafairSa kI hO.[sako Aitir@t ‘krMT Afoyasa-’ saamaga`I
ko ilae pirBaaYaayao M poSa krnao ka BaI Aaga`h ikyaa hO¸ jaao maaOjaUda
ivainayamaao M ko tht AspYT banaI hu[- hO.

baZ,tI ivainayaamak bahsa ek saMricat naIit Z,aMcao kI t%kala
AavaSyakta kao roKaMikt krtI hO jaao AaoTITI p`saarNa¸ fasT
caOnala AaOr iDijaTla PlaoTfa^ma- pr saamaga`I ivatrNa kao saMbaaoiQat
krtI hO.caUMik ]Vaoga ko ihtQaark Aagao ko ivainayaamak ivakasa kI
p`itxaa kr rho hOM¸ [sailae Baart ko p`saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ ka
BaivaYya navaacaar AaOr inaYpxa p`itspQaa- ko baIca saMtulana banaanao pr
inaBa-r krogaa. 
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AaoTITI vyavaQaana sao inapT rho hOMAaoTITI vyavaQaana sao inapT rho hOMAaoTITI vyavaQaana sao inapT rho hOMAaoTITI vyavaQaana sao inapT rho hOMAaoTITI vyavaQaana sao inapT rho hOM
DITIeca¸ emaesaAao¸DITIeca¸ emaesaAao¸DITIeca¸ emaesaAao¸DITIeca¸ emaesaAao¸DITIeca¸ emaesaAao¸
ÍI iDSa kao laaBaÍI iDSa kao laaBaÍI iDSa kao laaBaÍI iDSa kao laaBaÍI iDSa kao laaBa

AaoTITI va ÍI iDSa na o po–TIvaI kao baaiQat ikyaa:AaoTITI va ÍI iDSa na o po–TIvaI kao baaiQat ikyaa:AaoTITI va ÍI iDSa na o po–TIvaI kao baaiQat ikyaa:AaoTITI va ÍI iDSa na o po–TIvaI kao baaiQat ikyaa:AaoTITI va ÍI iDSa na o po–TIvaI kao baaiQat ikyaa:
DITIeca¸ emaesaAao kao [saka Asar mahsa Usa hao rha hODITIeca¸ emaesaAao kao [saka Asar mahsa Usa hao rha hODITIeca¸ emaesaAao kao [saka Asar mahsa Usa hao rha hODITIeca¸ emaesaAao kao [saka Asar mahsa Usa hao rha hODITIeca¸ emaesaAao kao [saka Asar mahsa Usa hao rha hO

roiTMga ejaoMsaI Aa[-saIAare ko pUvaa-naumaana ko Anausaar¸ kobala AaOr
DITIeca saovaaAaoM sao yau@t Baart ko po TIvaI ]Vaoga maoM iva<avaYa- 2026 maoM
rajasva maoM 1–3‰ kI igaravaT Aanao ka Anaumaana hO̧  @yaaoMik AiQaktr
dSa-k Aaovar–d^–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ sT/IimaMga PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr ÍI iDSa kI
saovaaAao kI Aaor plaayana kr rho hOM.[sa pirvat-na sao laaBa maaija-na pr
dbaava pD,nao kI ]mmaId hO̧  pircaalana Aaya maoM saala dr saala 175–225
AaQaar AMkaoM kI igaravaT Aanao kI saMBaavanaa hO̧  jaao lagaBaga 23–25‰
pr Aa jaayaogaa.DITIeca KMD ko 33–35‰ maaija-na ko saaqa baohtr
p`dSa-na krnao kI ]mmaId hO̧  jabaik malTI isasTma Aa^proTr ³emaesaAaó
6–8‰ pr kma laaBap`dta ka AnauBava kr sakto hOM.halaaMik¸ majabaUt
iva<aIya samaqa-na vaalao p`mauK iKlaaiD,yaaoM sao pUMjaI AaOr trlata tk inarMtr
phuMca ko maaQyama sao isqarta banaayao rKnao kI ]mmaId hO.

ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa maoM igaravaT ko baavajaUd¸ ]Vaoga kao p`it
]pyaaogakta- AaOsat rajasva ³eAarpIyaÚ  maoM vaRiw ko maaQyama sao AaMiSak
$p sao xaitpUit- krnao kI saMBaavanaa hO̧  jaao saalaana 1–3‰ baZ,ne ka
Anaumaana hO.parMpirk TIvaI kao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr ba`a^DbaOMD ko saaqa

DTH, MSOS NAVIGATE
OTT DISRUPTION,
FREE DISH GAINS

OTT & Free Dish Disrupt Pay-TV: DTH, MSOs
Feel the Heat.

India’s pay-TV industry, comprising cable and DTH
services, is projected to shrink by 1-3% in revenue for
FY2026 as more viewers migrate to over-the-top (OTT)
streaming platforms and free dish services, according to a
forecast by rating agency ICRA. This transition is expected
to put pressure on profit margins, with operating earnings
likely to decline by 175-225 basis points year-on-year,
settling at around 23-25%. The DTH segment is expected to
fare better, with margins of 33-35%, while multi-system
operators (MSOs) may experience lower profitability at 6-
8%. However, leading players with strong financial backing
are expected to maintain stability through continued access
to capital and liquidity.

Despite the subscriber decline, the industry is likely
to partially compensate through an increase in average
revenue per user (ARPU), projected to grow by 1-3%
annually. Bundled services integrating traditional TV with
OTT platforms and broadband, along with premium offerings
such as HD, 4K, and live events, could help sustain
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revenues. However, rising costs for premium content
acquisition—such as sports broadcasting rights and
international programming—along with ongoing network
maintenance investments, are expected to strain profitability
further.

THE SHIFT TO OTT: WHAT’S DRIVING IT?
Ritu Goswami, Sector Head for Corporate Ratings at

ICRA, attributes the growing preference for streaming
services to personalized, on-demand content, ad-free
experiences, and a diverse range of regional programming.
Increased smartphone penetration, widespread internet
access, and the rise of smart TVs have further accelerated
this transition. Regulatory changes, including pricing caps
on TV channels and revised content packaging rules, have
also influenced consumer behavior.

India remains the world’s second-largest television
market after China, with nearly 190 million TV households
in 2024. While overall TV penetration is expected to grow,
the industry is undergoing a structural shift. Urban
consumers are increasingly adopting digital alternatives
such as smart TVs and streaming platforms, while lower-
income and rural households are turning to free dish
services.

Despite its vast subscriber base, India’s pay-TV
sector lags behind markets like the U.S. and Europe, where
ARPU is significantly higher due to greater consumer
willingness to pay for premium content. However, India’s
highly price-sensitive audience has slowed the pace of
“cord-cutting,” particularly in rural areas where TV remains
the primary entertainment source. Factors such as
affordability, hybrid service offerings, and internet
infrastructure limitations are expected to prevent a sharp
decline in pay-TV subscriptions in the near future, according
to ICRA.  

ekIkRt krnao vaalaI baMDla saovaayaoM̧  saaqa hI ecaDI¸ 4ko AaOr laa[va [vaoMT
jaOsaI p`Iimayama poSakSaoM̧  rajasva kao banaayao rKnao maoM madd kr saktI
hOM.halaaMik p`Iimayama saamaga`I AiQaga`hNa kI baZ,tI laagat – jaOsao Kola
p`saarNa AiQakar AaOr AMtrraYT/Iya p`aoga`aimaMga– saaqa hI cala rho naoTvak-
rKrKava inavaoSa sao laaBap`d<aa pr dbaava pD,nao kI ]mmaId hO.
AaoTITI kI Aaor plaayana: [sako pICo @yaa karNa hOÆAaoTITI kI Aaor plaayana: [sako pICo @yaa karNa hOÆAaoTITI kI Aaor plaayana: [sako pICo @yaa karNa hOÆAaoTITI kI Aaor plaayana: [sako pICo @yaa karNa hOÆAaoTITI kI Aaor plaayana: [sako pICo @yaa karNa hOÆ

Aa[-saIAare maoM ka^pao-roT roiTMgsa kI sao@Tr hoD irtu gaaosvaamaI
sT/IimaMga saovaaAaoM ko ilae baZ,tI p`aqaimakta ka Eaoya vyai@tgat¸ Aa^na
iDmaaMD kMToMT¸ iva&apna mau@t AnauBava AaOr xao~Iya p`aoga`aimaMga kI ivaivaQata
kao dotI hOM.smaaT-faona kI baZ,tI phuMca¸ vyaapk [MTrnaoT e@saosa AaOr
smaaT- TIvaI ko ]dya nao [sa badlaava kao toja kr idyaa hO.TIvaI caOnalaaoM
pr maUlya inaQaa-rNa saImaa AaOr saMSaaoiQat saamaga`I pOkoijaMga inayamaaoM saiht
inayaamak pirvat-naaoM nao BaI ]pBaao@ta vyavahar kao p`Baaivat ikyaa hO.

Baart caIna ko baad dUsara sabasao baD,a TolaIivajana baajaar banaa huAa
hO̧  ijasamaoM 2024 tk lagaBaga 190 imailayana Gar haoMgao.jabaik kula imalaakr
TIvaI kI phuMca baZ,nao kI ]mmaId hO̧  ]Vaoga ek saMrcanaa%mak badlaava sao gaujar
rha hO.SahrI ]pBaao@ta tojaI sao smaaT- TIvaI AaOr  sT/IimaMga PlaoTfâma- jaOsao
iDijaTla ivaklpaoM kao Apnaa rho hOM̧  jabaik kma Aayao vaalao AaOr gàamaINa
pirvaar ÍI iDSa saovaaAaoM kI Aaor $K kr rho hOM.

Apnao ivaSaala ga`ahk AaQaar ko baavajaUd¸ Baart ka po–TIvaI
xao~ Amaoirka AaOr yaUraop jaOsao baajaaraoM sao pICo hO̧  jahaM p`Iimayama saamaga`I ko
ilae Baugatana krnao kI AiQak ]pBaao@ta [cCa ko karNa eAarpIyaU
kafI AiQak hO.haalaaMik¸ Baart ko A%yaiQak maUlya saMvaodnaSaIla dSa-kaoM
nao ‘ka^D- kiTMga’ kI gait kao QaImaa kr idyaa hO̧  ivaSaoYa $p sao ga`amaINa
xao~aoM maoM jahaM TIvaI p`aqaimak manaaorMjana sa`aot banaa huAa hO.Aa[-saIAare ko
Anausaar vahnaIyata¸ ha[iba`D saovaa poSakSa AaOr [MTrnaoT AvasaMrcanaa
saImaayaoM jaOsao karkaoM sao inakT BaivaYya maoM po–TIvaI sadsyata maoM tIva` igaravaT
kao raoknao kI ]mmaId hO. 
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p̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaI
$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa

pircay apircay apircay apircay apircay a
Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa xao~ nao ek sarkarI inayaMi~t [ka[-

sao ek gaitSaIla AaOr p`itspQaI- ]Vaoga maoM ]llaoKnaIya pirvat-na ikyaa
hO.1991 ko ]darIkrNa yauga sao phlao̧  sarkarI svaaima%va vaalaa p`saarNakta-
dUrdSa-na [sa xao~ maoM ekmaa~ iKlaaD,I qaa.halaaMik Aaiqa-k sauQaaraoM AaOr
naIitgat pirvat-naaoM nao inajaI p`saarkaoM ko ilae drvaajao Kaola idyao̧  ijasasao
saamaga`I ivatrNa AaOr phuMca maoM ËaMitkarI badlaava Aayaa.ipClao kuC vaYaao-
M maoM̧  saOTolaa[T TolaIivajana¸ Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saovaayaoM̧  [MTrnaoT
p`aoTaoka^la TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ AaOr iDijaTla kobala isasTma saiht
tknaIk p`gait kao samaayaaoijat krnao ko ilae ivainayaamak Z,aMcao ivakisat
hue hOM.yah laoK Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa ko eoithaisak ivakasa¸
ivainayaamak maIla ko p%qar AaOr maaOjaUda pirdRSya pr najar Dalata hO.

1991 sao phlao¸ Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa pr pUrI trh
sarkar ka inayaM~Na qaa.1990 maoM p`saar BaartI AiQainayama ko laagaU haonao
ko baad p̀saar BaartI Wara saMcaailat dUrdSa-na ekmaa~ p̀saarNakta- qaa.saamagàI
]%padna AaOr ivatrNa rajya Wara p`baMiQat qao̧  ijasasao dSa-kaoM kI psaMd
saIimat hao gayaI AaOr [sa xao~ maoM inajaI BaagaodarI saIimat hao gayaI.

1991 ko Aaiqa-k ]darIkrNa nao Baart ko TolaIivajana p`saarNa
pirdRSya maoM ek mah%vapUNa- badlaava kao icainht ikyaa.inajaI Aa^proTrao kao
baajaar maoM p`vaoSa krnao kI Anaumait dI gayaI¸ ijasasao kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama ³saITIena AiQainayama´ AaOr saMbaiQat
inayamaaoM kI Sau$Aat hu[-.yao ivainayamana kobala naoTvak- saMcaalana¸ laa[saoMisaMga¸
saovaa kI gauNava<aa AaOr saamaga`I maanakaoM kao inayaMi~t krto qao.

2000 maoM sarkar nao TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ilae naIitgat idSaa
inado-Sa poSa ikyao̧  ijasamaoM Anaumait¸ spo@T/ma AavaMTna AaOr saamaga`I ivainayamana

DECODING THE
BROADCAST JIGSAW

FRAMEWORK
INTRODUCTION

The television broadcasting sector in India has
undergone a remarkable transformation from a government-
controlled entity to a dynamic and competitive industry.
Prior to the liberalization era of 1991, Doordarshan, the state-
owned broadcaster, was the sole player in the sector.
However, economic reforms and policy changes opened
the doors for private broadcasters, revolutionizing content
distribution and accessibility. Over the years, regulatory
frameworks have evolved to accommodate technological
advancements, including satellite television, Direct-to-
Home (DTH) services, Internet Protocol Television (IPTV),
and digital cable systems. This article explores the historical
evolution, regulatory milestones, and the current landscape
of television broadcasting in India.

Before 1991, television broadcasting in India was
exclusively controlled by the government. Doordarshan,
operated by Prasar Bharati following the enactment of the
Prasar Bharati Act in 1990, was the only broadcaster. Content
production and distribution were state-managed, limiting
viewer choices and private participation in the sector.

The economic liberalization of 1991 marked a
significant shift in India’s television broadcasting landscape.
Private operators were permitted to enter the market, leading
to the introduction of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act (CTN Act) and related rules. These
regulations governed cable network operations, licensing,
service quality, and content standards.

In 2000, the government introduced policy guidelines
for satellite television channels, covering permissions,
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spectrum allocation, and content regulation. The launch of
India’s first DTH platform in 2003, following the issuance
of DTH guidelines in 2001, further diversified the distribution
ecosystem.

REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS AND DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION

♦ 2004: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) was entrusted with regulating carriage and
distribution of broadcasting and cable services.

♦ 2008: Guidelines for IPTV services were issued,
enabling telecom operators to offer television
content over internet networks.

♦ 2009: Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) services were
introduced to improve content delivery to cable
operators.

♦ 2011: The government announced the digitalization
of cable TV networks, culminating in complete digital
switchover by 2017.

♦ 2017: TRAI introduced a comprehensive regulatory
framework ensuring transparency, fair pricing, and
consumer protection in the broadcasting sector.

♦ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
revised the uplinking and downlinking policy to
streamline permissions and facilitate ease of
business.

EXISTING POLICY FRAMEWORK
♦ Uplinking and Downlinking of Satellite TV Channels:

Revised in 2022 to simplify licensing and regulatory
compliance.

Saaimala qao.2001 maoM DITIeca idSaa–inado-Sa jaarI krnao ko baad 2003 maoM
Baart ko phlao DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma- kI Sau$Aat nao ivatrNa pairisqaqaitkI
tM~ kao AaOr ivaivaQatapUNa- banaa idyaa.
ivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-na

♦ 2004:BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivainayaamak p̀aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  kao p̀saarNa
AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko kOirja AaOr ivatrNa kao ivainayaimat krnao
ka kama saaOMpa gayaa.

♦ 2008:Aa[-pITIvaI saovaaAaoM ko ilae idSaa inado-Sa jaarI ikyao gayao̧
ijasasao dUrsaMcaar Aa^proTraoM kao [MTrnaoT naoTvak- pr TolaIivajana
saamaga`I p`dana krnao maoM saxama banaayaa gayaa.

♦ 2009:kobala Aa^proTraoM kao kMToMT iDlaIvarI maoM sauQaar ko ilae
hoD–eMD–[na–d^–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ saovaayaoM Sau$ kI gayaI.

♦ 2011:sarkar nao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko iDijaTlaIkrNa kI GaaoYaNaa
kI̧  ijasaka AMt 2017 tk pUNa- iDijaTla isvacaAaovar  maoM huAa.

♦ 2017:T/a[- nao p`saarNa xao~ maoM pardiSa-ta¸ ]icat maUlya inaQaa-rNa
AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae vyaapk inayaamak
Z,aMcaa poSa ikyaa.

♦ saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ nao AnaumaityaaoM kao
sauvyavaisqat krnao AaOr vyaapar kao Aasaana banaanao ko ilae
ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga naIit kao saMSaaoiQat ikyaa.

maa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaa
♦ saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga: laa[saoMisaMga

AaOr ivainayamak Anaupalana kao sarla banaanao ko ilae 2022 maoM
saMSaaoiQat ikyaa gayaa.
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♦ Direct-to-Home (DTH) Services: Licensing
framework amended in 2020, followed by operational
guidelines in 2022.

♦ Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) Services: Policy
amended in 2020 to permit infrastructure sharing.

♦ IPTV Services: Guidelines formulated in 2008 to
regulate internet-based TV services.

CURRENT JIGSAW PUZZLE
The Indian television broadcasting industry is a mix of
private and public players offering content via multiple
platforms:

♦ Private Broadcasters: Operate Pay TV and Free-to-
Air (FTA) channels through cable, DTH, HITS, and
IPTV services.

♦ Public Broadcaster: Prasar Bharati, operating
Doordarshan and DD Free Dish, continues to serve
a significant audience.

♦ Revenue Growth: The industry generated Rs. 696
billion in 2023 and is projected to reach Rs. 766 billion
by 2026, growing at a CAGR of 3.2%.

♦ Television Channel Landscape: As of March 2024,

♦ Dâyaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saovaayaoM: laa[saoMisaMga Z,aMcao maoM 2020 maoM
saMSaaoQana va 2022 maoM saMcaalana saMbaMQaI idSaa inado-Sa jaarI ikyao gayao.

♦ hoD–eMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa saovaayaoḾ : bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa
kI Anaumait ko ilae 2020 maoM naIit maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa gayaa.

♦ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM: [MTrnaoT AaQaairt TIvaI saovaaAaoM kao ivainayaimat
krnao ko ilae 2008 maoM idSaainado-Sa tOyaar ikyao gayao.

vat-maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaI
BaartIya TolaIivajana p̀saarNa ]Vaoga inajaI AaOr saava-jainak iKlaaiD,yaaoM

ka imaEaNa hO̧  jaao k[- PlaoTfa^maao-M ko maaQyama sao saamaga`I p`dana krto hOM:
♦ inajaI p`saarNakta-: kobala¸ DITIeca¸ ihT\sa AaOr Aa[-pITIvaI

saovaaAaoM ko maaQyama sao po TIvaI AaOr ÍI–TU–eyar ³efTIe´
caOnala saMcaailat krto hOM.

♦ saava-jainak p`saarNakta-:dUrdSa-na AaOr DIDI ÍIiDSa ka saMcaalana
krnao vaalaa p`saar BaartI ]llaoKnaIya dSa-kaoM kao saovaa p`dana kr
rha hO.

♦ rajasva vaRiw:]Vaoga nao 2023 maoM 696 ibailayana Épyao kmaayao
AaOr 2026 tk 766 ibailayana $pyao tk phuMcanao kI ]mmaId hO̧
jaao 3º2 kI saIejaIAar kI dr sao baZ, rha hO.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnala pirdRSya: maaca- 2024 tk¸ emaAa[-baI nao 922
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MIB has permitted 922 satellite television channels,
including 361 pay TV channels (258 SD and 103 HD).

♦ Distribution Infrastructure: India has 844 Multi-
System Operators (MSOs), 1 HITS operator, 4 pay
DTH operators, and 52 IPTV providers, alongside
81,706 registered cable operators.

♦ Subscriber Base: 62 million cable TV households, 2
million HITS subscribers, 45 million DD Free Dish
households, and 61.97 million active pay DTH
subscribers as of March 2024.

LICENSING AND PERMISSIONS
MIB grants permissions under two categories—

‘News and Current Affairs’ and ‘Non-News and Current
Affairs’—covering:

♦ Uplinking and Downlinking of Channels: Governed
by the 2022 policy, requiring security clearances and
regulatory compliance.

♦ Setting Up Teleports:
Subject to approvals
from the Department of
Space and MHA.

♦ News Agencies:
Permitted under the
2022 guidelines for
content gathering and
distribution.

♦ DTH Services:
Licensing agreements
issued under the Indian
Telegraph Act, detailing
terms of operation and compliance.

♦ HITS Services: Operated under a Grant of Permission
Agreement (GOPA) with specific obligations and
technical standards.

♦ IPTV Services: Requires self-declaration and
compliance with telecom and broadcasting
regulations.
India’s television broadcasting sector has evolved

significantly from a state-controlled monopoly to a dynamic
industry characterized by competition, technological
advancements, and regulatory reforms. With continued
digitalization, expansion of IPTV, and growing DTH
penetration, the industry is poised for further growth and
innovation. As the sector advances, policy frameworks will
continue to evolve to balance business interests, consumer
rights, and regulatory oversight, ensuring a vibrant and
competitive broadcasting ecosystem in India. 

saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao Anaumait dI¸ ijasamaoM 361 po TIvaI
caOnala ³258 esaDI va 103 ecaDI´ Saaimala hOM.

♦ ivatrNa saMrcanaa: Baart mao M 844 malTI isasTma Aa^proTr
³emaesaAaó ¸ 1 ecaAa[-TIesa Aa^proTr¸ 4 po DITIeca Aa^proTr
AaOr 52 Aa[-pITIvaI p`dta hOM̧  saaqahI 81¸706 pMjaIkRt kobala
Aa^proTr hO.

♦ ga`ahk AaQaar: maaca- 2024 tk 62 imailayana kobala TIvaI
pirvaar¸ 2 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahk¸ 45 imailayana DIDI ÍIiDSa
pirvaar AaOr 61º97 imailayana saiËya po DITIeca ga`ahk hOM.

laa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa M
emaAa[-baI dao EaoiNayaaoM ko AMtga-t AnaumaityaaM p`dana krta hO–

samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao AaOr gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak
maamalao–ijasamaoM Saaimala hO:

♦ caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga va Da]nailaMikMga: 2022 naIit Wara Saaisat¸
saurxaa maMjaUrI AaOr ivainayaamak palana kI AavaSyakta hO.

♦ TolaIpaoT- sqaaipt krnaa:
AMtirxa ivaBaaga AaOr gaRh maM~alaya sao
Anaumaaodna ko AiQana.
♦ samaacaar ejaoMisayaaM: saamaga`I
ek~ krnao AaOr ivatrNa ko ilae
2022 idSainado-SaaoM ko tht Anaumait
dI gayaI hO.
♦ DITIeca saovaayaoM: BaartIya
TolaIga`af AiQainayama ko tht jaarI
laa[saoMisaga samaJaaOto¸ saMcaalana AaOr

Anaupalana kI Satao-M ka ivavarNa.
♦ ihT\sa saovaayaoM: ivaiSaYT daiya%vaaoM AaOr tknaIkI maanakaoM ko saaqa

Anaumait samaJaaOto ³jaIAaopIe´ ko tht saMcaailat.
♦ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM: [sako ilae sva–GaaoYaNaa va dUrsaMcaar AaOr

p`saarNa ivainayamaaoM ka Anaupalana AavaSyak hO.
Baart ka TolaIivajana p̀saarNa xao~ rajya inayaMi~t ekaiQakar sao

p̀itspQaa-̧  tknaIkI p̀gait AaOr ivainayamak sauQaaraoM kI ivaSaoYata vaalao ek
gaitSaIla ]Vaoga maoM mah%vapUNa- $p maoM ivakisat huAa hO.inarMtr iDijaTlaIkrNa¸
Aa[-pITIvaI ko ivastar AaOr DITIeca kI baZ,tI phuMca ko saaqa¸ ]Vaoga Aagao
ivakasa AaOr navaacaar ko ilae tOyaar hO.jaOsao–jaOsao yah xao~ Aagao baZ,ogaa¸
Baart maoM ek jaIvaMt AaOr p̀itspQaI- p̀saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ sauinaiScat
krnao ko ilae vyaavasaaiyak ihtaoM̧  ]pBaao@ta AiQakaraoM AaOr ivainayaamak
inagaranaI saMtuilat krnao ko ilae naIitgat Z,aMcao ivakisat haoto rhoMgao. 
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IN-SPACE EXTENDS
DEADLINE FOR

FOREIGN SATELLITES
TO OPERATE IN INDIA

The Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) has granted a six-month
extension to foreign satellites, allowing them to continue
providing communication and broadcasting services in
India without prior authorisation from the space regulator
until September 30, 2025.

Previously, all such foreign satellites were mandated
to obtain authorisation from IN-SPACe by March 31 to
continue operations in the country. The regulator has now
clarified that
existing lease
agreements set
to expire
during this
e x t e n s i o n
period can be
renewed until
September 30,
if necessary,
under the existing framework. However, any new non-Indian
satellite or additional capacity from existing satellites in any
frequency band will require IN-SPACe’s approval moving
forward.

“With effect from October 1, 2025, only IN-SPACe-
authorised non-Indian satellites and constellations in any
frequency band shall be permitted to provide capacity in
India,” the regulator stated.

According to officials, multiple foreign satellite
operators have recently applied for approvals, a process
that typically takes about 120 days after the submission of
complete details. However, many applications have remained
pending since September last year.

“Sometimes, applications are incomplete, and
additional details are required, which leads to delays. Only
when an application is fully complete does the standing
committee review it,” an official explained.

A second official highlighted that the committee
evaluates several parameters, including the shareholding
structure of satellite operators, before granting
authorisation. “Security remains the topmost priority when
approving foreign satellites,” the official added.

[na–sposa nao Baart maoM ivadoSaI[na–sposa nao Baart maoM ivadoSaI[na–sposa nao Baart maoM ivadoSaI[na–sposa nao Baart maoM ivadoSaI[na–sposa nao Baart maoM ivadoSaI
saOTolaa[TaoM ko saMcaalana kIsaOTolaa[TaoM ko saMcaalana kIsaOTolaa[TaoM ko saMcaalana kIsaOTolaa[TaoM ko saMcaalana kIsaOTolaa[TaoM ko saMcaalana kI

samayasaImaa baZ,ayaIsamayasaImaa baZ,ayaIsamayasaImaa baZ,ayaIsamayasaImaa baZ,ayaIsamayasaImaa baZ,ayaI
BaartIya raYT/Iya AMtirxa saMvaQa-na va p̀aiQakrNa koMd̀ ³IN-SPACe´

nao ivadoSaI saOTolaa[TaoM kao Ch mahInao ka ivastar idyaa hO̧  ijasasao ]nhoM 30
isatMbar 2025 tk AMtirxa inayaamak sao pUva- Anaumait ko ibanaa Baart maoM
saMcaar AaOr p`saarNa saovaayaoM p`dana krnaa jaarI rKnao kI Anaumait imala gayaI
hO.

[sasao phlao̧  eosao saBaI ivadoSaI saOTolaa[TaoM kao doSa maoM pircaalana
jaarI rKnao ko ilae 31 maaca- tk [na–sposa sao p`aiQakrNa p`aPt krnaa
Ainavaaya- qaa.inayaamak nao Aba spYT ikyaa hO ik [sa ivastar AvaiQa ko

daOrana samaaPt haonao
vaalao maaOjaUda laIja
samaJaaOtaoM kao maaOjaUda
Z,aMcao ko tht¸ yaid
AavaSyak hao tao
30 isatMbar tk
navaInaIkRt ikyaa jaa
sakta hO.halaaMik¸
iksaI BaI nayao gaOr

BaartIya saOTolaa[T yaa iksaI BaI ÍI@vaoMsaI baOMD maoM maaOjaUda saOTolaa[TaoM sao
Aitir@t xamata kao Aagao baZ,anao ko ilae [na–sposa kI maMjaUrI kI
AavaSyakta haogaI.

inayaamak nao kha¸ ‘1 A@TUbar 2025 sao iksaI BaI ÍI@vaoMsaI baOMD
maoM kovala [na–sposa AiQakRt gaOr–BaartIya saOTolaa[TaoM AaOr naxa~aoM kao Baart
maoM xamata p`dana krnao kI Anaumait dI jaayaogaI.’

AiQakairyaaoM ko Anausaar¸ k[- ivadoSaI saOTolaa[T Aa^proTraoM nao hala
hI maoM Anaumaaodna ko ilae Aavaodna ikyaa hO̧  ek p`iËyaa ijasamaoM AamataOr
pr pUNa- ivavarNa p`stut krnao ko baad lagaBaga 120 idna lagato hOM.halaaMik¸
ipClao saala isatMbar sao k[- Aavaodna laMibat hOM.

ek AiQakarI nao batayaa ik ‘kBaI–kBaI Aavaodna AQaUro haoto hOM
AaOr Aitir@t ivavarNa kI AavaSyakta haotI hO¸ ijasasao dorI haotI
hO.jaba Aavaodna pUrI trh sao Bara haota hO̧  taBaI sqaayaI saimait [sakI
samaIxaa krtI hO.

dUsaro AiQakarI nao batayaa ik saimait iksaI trh ka p`aiQakrNa
p`dana krnao sao phlao saOTolaa[T Aa^proTraoM kI SaoyarQaairta saMrcanaa saiht
k[- maapdMDaoM ka maUlyaaMkna krtI hO.AiQakarI nao kha ‘ivadoSaI saOTolaa[TaoM
kao maMjaUrI doto samaya saurxaa savaao-cca p`aqaimakta banaI hu[- hO.’ 
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AIRTEL AND TATA
PLAY TO MERGE DTH

BUSINESSES IN
LANDMARK DEAL

The combined revenues exceeding Rs
7,000 crore and a broad subscriber base, the
Airtel-Tata Play merger is poised to reshape

India’s TV and broadband landscape.
Bharti Airtel is set to merge its DTH business, Airtel

Digital TV, with Tata Play in a share swap deal. Airtel will
hold a majority stake of 52-55%, while Tata Play’s
shareholders, including Tata Sons and Walt Disney, will
retain 45-48%. The merger is expected to enhance Airtel’s
broadband and
e n t e r t a i n m e n t
business by
integrating telecom,
broadband, and
DTH services.

This merger
comes at a time
when Reliance and
Disney’s Star India-
Viacom18 merger is
forming JioStar,
India’s largest
media company. If
finalized, the Airtel-
Tata Play merger
will be the biggest in
India’s DTH sector since the Dish TV-Videocon d2h
consolidation in 2016.

Airtel Digital TV, housed under Bharti Telemedia, will
gain access to Tata Play’s 19 million subscriber homes and
500,000 broadband customers. The combined entity will have
35 million paid subscribers and FY24 revenues exceeding
Rs 7,000 crore. Both businesses are valued at Rs 6,000-
7,000 crore each.

INDUSTRY TRENDS: THE SHIFT FROM PAY-
TV TO OTT

India’s pay-TV market has been steadily declining,
with the subscriber base shrinking from 120 million to 84
million homes in recent years. TRAI reports that DTH

eyarTola AaoOr TaTa Plao ko baIcaeyarTola AaoOr TaTa Plao ko baIcaeyarTola AaoOr TaTa Plao ko baIcaeyarTola AaoOr TaTa Plao ko baIcaeyarTola AaoOr TaTa Plao ko baIca
eoithaisak saaOda¸ DITIecaeoithaisak saaOda¸ DITIecaeoithaisak saaOda¸ DITIecaeoithaisak saaOda¸ DITIecaeoithaisak saaOda¸ DITIeca
karaobaar ka ivalaya haogaakaraobaar ka ivalaya haogaakaraobaar ka ivalaya haogaakaraobaar ka ivalaya haogaakaraobaar ka ivalaya haogaa

7000 kraoD, Épyao sao AiQak ko saMya u@t rajasva AaOr7000 kraoD, Épyao sao AiQak ko saMya u@t rajasva AaOr7000 kraoD, Épyao sao AiQak ko saMya u@t rajasva AaOr7000 kraoD, Épyao sao AiQak ko saMya u@t rajasva AaOr7000 kraoD, Épyao sao AiQak ko saMya u@t rajasva AaOr
vyaapk ga `ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Pla o ivalayavyaapk ga `ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Pla o ivalayavyaapk ga `ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Pla o ivalayavyaapk ga `ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Pla o ivalayavyaapk ga `ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Pla o ivalaya
Baart ko TIvaI AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar dona oBaart ko TIvaI AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar dona oBaart ko TIvaI AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar dona oBaart ko TIvaI AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar dona oBaart ko TIvaI AaOr ba`a ^DbaO MD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar dona o
kao tOyaar hO.kao tOyaar hO.kao tOyaar hO.kao tOyaar hO.kao tOyaar hO.

BaartI eyarTola Apnao DITIeca vyavasaaya eyarTola iDijaTla TIvaI
ka TaTa Plao ko saaqa Saoyar svaOp DIla maoM ivalaya krnao jaa rhI hO.eyarTola
ko pasa 52–55‰ kI bahulaaMSa ihssaodarI haogaI¸ jabaik TaTa saMsa AaOr
vaa^lT iDjnaI saiht TaTa Plao ko SaoyarQaark 45–48‰ ihssaodarI banaayao

rKo Mga o.[sa ivalaya sa o
dUrsaMcaar¸ ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr
DITIeca sa ovaaAao M kao
ekIkRt krko eyarTola
ko ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr manaaorMjana
vyavasaaya kao baZ,avaa imalanao
kI ]mmaId hO.

yah ivalaya eosao
samaya mao M huAa hO jaba
irlaayaMsa AaOr iDjnaI ko
sTar [MiDyaa–vaayaka^ma 18
ivalaya sao Baart kI sabasao
b aD , I maIiDyaa kMpnaI
ijay a a o sTar ba n a rhI
h O.Agar yah ivalaya
AMitma $p laota hO tao

eyarTola–TaTa Plao ivalaya 2016 maoM iDSa TIvaI–vaIiDyaaoka^na DI2eca ko
ivalaya ko baad Baart ko DITIeca xao~ maoM sabasao baD,a ivalaya haogaa.

BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa ko AMtga-t Aanao vaalao eyarTola iDijaTla TIvaI
kao TaTa Plao ko 19 imailayana sabsaËa[bar GaraoM AaOr 500¸000 ba`a^DbaOMD
ga`ahkaoM tk phuMca p`aPt haogaI.saMyau@t [ka[- ko pasa 35 imailayana poD
sabsaËa[bar haoMgao AaOr iva<avaYa- 24 ka rajasva 7000 kraoD, Épyao sao
AiQak haogaa.daonaaoM vyavasaayaaoM ka maUlya 6000–7000 kraoD, Épyao hO.
]Vaoga ko $Jaana: po–TIvaI sa o AaoTITI]Vaoga ko $Jaana: po–TIvaI sa o AaoTITI]Vaoga ko $Jaana: po–TIvaI sa o AaoTITI]Vaoga ko $Jaana: po–TIvaI sa o AaoTITI]Vaoga ko $Jaana: po–TIvaI sa o AaoTITI
kI Aaor badlaavakI Aaor badlaavakI Aaor badlaavakI Aaor badlaavakI Aaor badlaava
Baart ka poTIvaI baajaar lagaatar GaT rha hO̧  hala ko vaYaao-M maoM ga`ahk
AaQaar 120 imailayana sao GaTkr 84 imailayana GaraoM tk rh gayaI hO.T/a[-
kI irpaoT- ko Anausaar DITIeca ga`ahkaoM kI saM#yaa iva<avaYa- 21 maoM 70
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subscribers fell from 70 million in FY21 to 60 million in FY24,
reflecting a shift in consumer preferences toward OTT
content.

Telecom operators, including Airtel, are capitalizing
on this trend by bundling OTT platforms with broadband
services. Meanwhile, DTH players like Tata Play are
expanding their digital offerings to retain customers amid
an evolving media landscape.

Both Bharti Telemedia and Tata Play face significant
regulatory challenges. Pending license fee disputes amount
to Rs 5,580 crore for Bharti Telemedia and Rs 3,628 crore for
Tata Play, adding uncertainty to the merger’s financial
outlook.

Tata Play, once valued at $3 billion before the
pandemic, has seen its worth
drop to $1 billion. The
company’s financial struggles,
combined with mounting
losses and the absence of IPO
plans, have made the merger a
strategic necessity.

Tata Sons, which owns
70% of Tata Play, recently
bought out Temasek’s 10%
stake for Rs 835 crore ($100
million), reinforcing its
commitment to the business.
Meanwhile, Disney is expected to retain its stake in the
merged entity, as other shareholders are not willing to buy
it out at this stage.

FUTURE OUTLOOK
Analysts believe this merger is necessary given the

declining pay-TV market and the rise of DD Free Dish, a free
DTH service from Prasar Bharati. Airtel’s long-term strategy
involves converting Tata Play’s top 5 million DTH subscribers
into broadband users to boost revenue per user.

The pay-TV market has been significantly impacted
by the availability of free-to-air channels on DD Free Dish.
However, JioStar’s recent decision to put live sports content
behind a paywall could help DTH operators retain some
subscribers.

With combined revenues exceeding Rs 7,000 crore
and a broad subscriber base, the Airtel-Tata Play merger is
poised to reshape India’s TV and broadband landscape.
By leveraging their strengths, the two companies aim to
offer integrated services that cater to the changing
demands of consumers in an increasingly digital media
environment. 

imailayana sao GaTkr iva<a vaYa- 24 maoM 60 imailayana rh gayaI hO̧  jaao AaoTITI
kMToMT ko p`it ]pBaao@ta varIyata maoM badlaava kao dSaa-ta hO.

eyarTola samaot dUrsaMcaar Aa^proTr AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- kao ba`a^DbaOMD
saovaaAaoM ko saaqa jaaoD,kr [sa p`vaRi<a ka laaBa ]za rho hOM.[sa baIca TaTa
Plao jaOsaI DITIeca kMpinayaaM maIiDyaa pirdRSya maoM ga`ahkaoM kao banaayao rKnao ko
ilae ApnaI iDijaTla poSakSaaoM ka ivastar kr rhI hOM.

BaartI eyarTola AaOr TaTaPlao daonaaoM hI mah%vapUNa- ivainayaamak
caunaaOityaaoM ka saamanaa kr rho hOM.BaartI TolaImaIiDyaa ko ilae laMibat
laa[saoMsa Saulk ivavaad 5580 kraoD, Épyao AaOr TaTa Plao ko ilae 3628
kraoD, Épyao hO̧  ijasasao ivalaya ko iva<aIya dRiYTkaoNa maoM AinaiScatta baZ,
gayaI hO.

mahamaarI ko phlao TaTa Plao kI kImat 3 ibailayana Da^lar qaI¸
laoikna Aba yah igarkr 1 ibailayana Da^lar
rh gayaI hO.kMpnaI ko iva<aIya saMGaYa-¸
baZ,to GaaTo AaOr Aa[-pIAao yaaojanaaAaoM kI
Anaupisqait nao ivalaya kao rNanaIitk $p
sao ja$rI banaa idyaa hO.
TaTa saMsa¸ jaao TaTa Plao maoM 70‰ ka
maailak hO̧  nao hala hI maoM Tomaasaok kI
10‰ ihssaodarI 835 kraoD, Épyao ³100
imailayana Dâlar´ maoM KrIdI hO̧  jaao vyavasaaya
ko p`it ]sakI p`itbawta kao majabaUt
krta hO.[sa baIca iDjnaI Wara ivalaya
kI gayaI [ka[- maoM ApnaI ihssaodarI banaayao

rKnao kI ]mmaId hO̧  @yaaoMik Anya SaoyarQaark [sa str pr [sao KrIdnao kao
tOyaar nahIM hO.
BaivaYya kI pirdRSyaBaivaYya kI pirdRSyaBaivaYya kI pirdRSyaBaivaYya kI pirdRSyaBaivaYya kI pirdRSya

ivaSlaoYakaoM ka maananaa hO ik po–TIvaI baajaar maoM igaravaT AaOr
p`saar BaartI kI mauFt DITIeca saovaa DIDI ÍI iDSa ko ]dya kao doKto
hue yah ivalaya AavaSyak hO.eyarTola kI dIGa-kailak rNanaIit maoM p`it
]pBaao@ta rajasva baZ,anao ko ilae TaTa Plao ko SaIYa- 5 imailayana DITIeca
ga`ahkaoM kao ba`a^DbaOMD ]pyaaogakta-AaoM maoM pirvait-t krnaa Saaimala hO.

DIDI ÍIiDSa pr ÍI–TU–eyar caOnalaaoM kI ]plabQata sao po TIvaI
baajaar pr kafI Asar pD,a hO.halaaMik ijayaaosTar nao hala hI maoM laa[va
spaoT\sa- kMToMT kao povaa^la ko pICo rKnao ka fOsalao sao DITIeca Aa^proTraoM
kao kuC sabsaËa[bar banaayao rKnao maoM madd imala saktI hO.

7000 kraoD, Épyao sao jyaada ko saMyau@t rajasva AaOr vyaapk
ga`ahk AaQaar ko saaqa¸ eyarTola–TaTa Plao ivalaya Baart ko TIvaI AaOr
ba`a^DbaOMD pirdRSya kao nayaa Aakar donao kao tOyaar hO.ApnaI takt ka
laaBa ]zakr¸ daonaaoM kMpinayaaoM ka laxya eosaI ekIkRt saovaa p`dana krnaa
hO̧  jaao tojaI sao iDijaTla maIiDyaa ko maahaOla maoM ]pBaao@taAaoM kI badlatI
maaMgaaoM kao pUra krtI haoM. 



McCall highlighted ITVX as the UK’s
fastest-growing streaming platform,
contributing to increased digital
viewership and revenues. Streaming
hours rose 12%, while monthly active
users grew 14%, fueled by major
events like the Euros and Love Island.
ITV expects to fully recover its ITVX
investment by the end of 2025.

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO
PILOTS AI-AIDED DUBBING

Amazon Prime Video has launched an
AI-aided dubbing pilot to enhance
accessibility for global audiences.
Initially available in English and Latin
American Spanish, the AI-powered
dubbing is applied to 12 licensed
movies and series that otherwise
wouldn't have been dubbed, including
El Cid: La Leyenda and Mi Mamá Lora.
The feature, currently in Beta,
combines AI with human localisation
specialists for quality control.

VODAFONE TV PLAY
BRINGS PREMIUM SOUND
AND 4K STREAMING

Vodafone has introduced
Vodafone TV Play in the Czech
Republic, a set-top box with built-in
Bang & Olufsen speakers and Dolby
Atmos for an immersive audio
experience. The device supports 4K
video, HDR10, and Dolby AC-4 sound,
and functions as both a smart TV hub
and a high-end Bluetooth speaker.
Available for CZK 649 per month, the
package includes Vodafone TV+,
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gigabit-speed internet, and a Wi-Fi 6
modem for seamless streaming and
gaming.

AMAZON INTRODUCES
PRIME LINEAR CHANNEL IN
GERMANY & AUSTRIA

Amazon is set to launch its first
linear Prime TV channel for Prime Video
members in Germany and Austria on
April 17, 2025. The channel will feature
a curated mix of Prime Video Originals,
blockbuster series, and live sports,
including UEFA Champions League
and Wimbledon. Aimed at traditional
TV viewers, Prime will also introduce
minimal ad interruptions compared to
conventional TV.

MAX DEBUTS IN TURKEY ON
APRIL 15

Warner Bros. Discovery's streaming
service Max will officially launch in
Turkey on April 15, replacing BluTV.
Subscribers will retain access to
BluTV’s local productions while
gaining HBO and Max Originals,
blockbuster movies from Warner Bros.
and DC Studios, Eurosport live sports,
and kids' content from Cartoon
Network. Notably, the final two
episodes of Magarsus Season 2 will
premiere exclusively on Max on April
17 and April 24.

VIRGIN MEDIA ADDS
WONDER AND RED BULL TV
PARTNER

Virgin Media has expanded its
FAST channel offerings with Wonder
and Red Bull TV, now available on
Virgin TV 360, Stream, and V6 boxes at
no extra cost. Wonder showcases
engineering, technology, and scientific
exploration, while Red Bull TV delivers
high-energy action sports like
motorsport, biking, and snowboarding.
These additions bring Virgin Media’s
FAST channel count to 34,
complementing existing offerings like
Tipping Point and Deal or No Deal.

ITVX ON TRACK TO RECOUP
INVESTMENT BY 2025

ITV has reported an 11% rise in
Group EBITA for 2024, driven by
record profits from ITV Studios
despite industry challenges like the
Hollywood strikes. CEO Carolyn



DISH TV INDIA REVENUE
DROPS 21%

Dish TV India posted a net loss
of Rs. 46.5 crore for Q3 FY25, a sharp
increase from Rs. 2.8 crore in the same
quarter last year. Revenue fell 20.7%
YoY to Rs. 373 crore, with subscription
revenue declining 33% to Rs. 247.2
crore. Advertising revenue also
plummeted 60% to Rs. 2.5 crore.
EBITDA dropped 32.9% to Rs. 122.7
crore. The company cited rising online
content consumption and weak
consumer spending as challenges but
highlighted initiatives like
complimentary OTT access and
bundled packages. CEO Manoj Dobhal
emphasized Dish TV’s commitment to
growth, including ventures into B2B
e-commerce.

PRASAR BHARATI’S MPEG-2
AUCTION

The third day of Prasar
Bharati’s Free Dish MPEG-2 slot
auction saw Rs. 328.6 crore in total
bids. Zee and JioStar secured two slots
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each in Bucket A+, while Sony and Sun
Neo won one each. Zee led the
category, bidding Rs. 18.6 crore for Zee
Anmol. The highest bid in Bucket A
(movies) was Rs. 16.95 crore for Star
Utsav Movies, while regional/music
channels in Bucket B collectively
raised Rs. 77.85 crore. News channels
like NDTV India and Republic Bharat
secured slots in Bucket C, contributing
Rs. 42.65 crore.

ZMCL REVENUE UP
Zee Media Corp Ltd reported

Rs. 159.4 crore in Q3 FY25 revenue,
up 22% QoQ but down 4.7% YoY. Net

loss narrowed 37% YoY to Rs. 22.42
crore. Ad revenue fell 5.5% YoY to
Rs. 148.4 crore but surged 24.5%
QoQ. Subscription revenue rose 7.9%
YoY to Rs. 10.9 crore. Zee News
improved its market reach to 53.5
million viewers, while Zee Business
led the Hindi business news
segment. Digital platforms recorded
2 billion page views and 231 million
MAUs.

SUN TV NETWORK’S PROFIT
FALLS

Sun TV Network reported an
8.6% YoY revenue drop to Rs. 967.5
crore in Q3 FY25, while profit after
tax declined 20% to Rs.363 crore.
Advertising revenue fell 6.5% YoY to
Rs. 332 crore, while subscription
revenue edged up 2% to Rs.434.5
crore. EBITDA stood at Rs. 432.13
crore. The company cited challenging
market conditions affecting ad

revenue, though its subscription
business remained stable.

DISNEY REPORTS $33
MILLION LOSS

Following the deconsolidation
of Star India, Disney recorded a $33
million equity loss in Q1 FY25 due to
purchase accounting adjustments. The
India JV is expected to contribute $73
million to Disney’s entertainment
segment in FY25, down from $254
million last year. However, its sports
segment is set to turn profitable with a
$9 million operating income, improving
from a $636 million loss in FY24.

DISNEY GLOBAL REVENUE
RISES

The Walt Disney Company
reported a 5% revenue increase to $24.7
billion in Q1 FY25. Income before taxes
surged 27% to $3.7 billion, while diluted
EPS jumped 35% to $1.40. CEO Bob
Iger highlighted strong box office
performance, improved streaming
profitability, and ESPN’s digital
expansion as key growth drivers.
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Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.
Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3rd Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai – 400059.  or
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DISH DOCTOR
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    hirkRYNa naayar¸    hirkRYNa naayar¸    hirkRYNa naayar¸    hirkRYNa naayar¸    hirkRYNa naayar¸
  p`saarNa salaahkar¸ i~va o Mdma  p`saarNa salaahkar¸ i~va o Mdma  p`saarNa salaahkar¸ i~va o Mdma  p`saarNa salaahkar¸ i~va o Mdma  p`saarNa salaahkar¸ i~va o Mdma

]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ]<ar: ekbaar jaba kao[- TolaIivajana caOnala caalaU hao jaata hO tao AiQakRt
[ka[- kao saBaI tknaIkI maapdMDaoM kao p`dana krto hue sarkar yaa ]sakI
naaimat ejaoMsaI kao saUicat krnaa caaihe.ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarNa ko ilae
AiQakRt saMsqaayaoM sarkarI paoT-la ko maaQyama sao Aavaodna krnao AaOr AavaSyak
Saulk ka Baugatana krko saOTolaa[T AaQaairt saMcaar maoM sqaanaaMtirt hao
saktI hO yaa jaaoD, saktI hOM.

kovala [na–sposa AiQakRt saOTolaa[TaoM ka ]pyaaoga ikyaa jaa sakta

GUIDELINES FOR TELEVISION CHANNEL
Q: What are the key guidelines for Television Channel
Operations and Authorisation in India?

Harikrishnan Nair,
                        Broadcast Consultant, Trivandrum

Ans.: Once a television channel becomes operational, the
authorised entity must inform the Central Government or
its designated agency, providing all technical parameters.
Entities authorised for ground-based broadcasting can shift
to or add satellite-based communication by applying
through the government portal and paying the required fees.

Only IN-SPACe-authorised satellites can be used,
and required spectrum permissions from the Department of
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hO AaOr dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga sao AavaSyak
spo@T/ma Ana u mait p`aPt kI jaanaI
caaihe.[ka[- kao Apnao ivatrNa BaagaIdaraoM
³DIpIAaó  ko ilae inabaa-Qa saovaa sauinaiScat
krnaI caaihe.
TolaIivajana isaganala iDkaoDr kovala
DIesapI kao hI p`dana ikyao jaa sakto
hOM.baD,o ApgaòD yaa naoTvak- pirvat-na ko
ilae sarkar kI pUva - svaIkRit kI
AavaSyakta haotI hO.Baart maoM AnaiQakRt
yaa p`itbaMiQat caOnala iksaI BaI maaQyama sao
doSa maoM p`aPt nahIM ikyao jaa sakto hOM.
iSaxaa¸ svaasqya¸ ga`amaINa ivakasa¸ iva&ana¸
maihlaa klyaaNa¸ pyaa-varNa AaOr raYT/Iya
ekIkrNa pr saava-jainak saovaa saamaga`I
³p`itidna nya Unatma 30 imanaT´ kao

p`ao%saaiht ikyaa jaata hO. sarkar raYT/Iya iht  maoM saamaga`I ko p`saarNa ko
ilae salaah jaarI kr saktI hO.
ga`a]MD AaQaairt TIvaI p`saarNa laa[saoMsa ko hstaMtrNa kI Anaumaitga`a]MD AaQaairt TIvaI p`saarNa laa[saoMsa ko hstaMtrNa kI Anaumaitga`a]MD AaQaairt TIvaI p`saarNa laa[saoMsa ko hstaMtrNa kI Anaumaitga`a]MD AaQaairt TIvaI p`saarNa laa[saoMsa ko hstaMtrNa kI Anaumaitga`a]MD AaQaairt TIvaI p`saarNa laa[saoMsa ko hstaMtrNa kI Anaumait
kovala inamnailaiKt maamalaa o M ma o M dI jaatI hO:kovala inamnailaiKt maamalaa o M ma o M dI jaatI hO:kovala inamnailaiKt maamalaa o M ma o M dI jaatI hO:kovala inamnailaiKt maamalaa o M ma o M dI jaatI hO:kovala inamnailaiKt maamalaa o M ma o M dI jaatI hO:

♦ kMpnaI AiQainayama 2013 ko tht svaIkRt ivalayaÀ ivaBaajanaÀ
samaamaolana.

♦ laagaU kanaUnaaoM ko Anaupalana maoM vyavasaaya hstaMtrNa.
♦ samaUh kMpinayaaoM ko BaItr sqaanaaMtrNa ³saaJaa p`baMQana yaa mah%vapUNa-

p`Baava vaalaI saMsqaayaoḾ
♦ nayaI saMsqaaAaoM kao pa~ta maanadMD¸ inavala maUlya AavaSyaktaAaoM AaOr

saurxaa maMjaUrI kao pUra krnaa haogaa.
♦ iksaI caOnala kao AsaMbaMiQat [ka[- maoM sqaanaaMtirt krnao sao phlao

pircaalana ko baad ek vaYa- kI laâk [na AvaiQa laagaU haotI hO.

Telecommunications must be
obtained.The entity must ensure
uninterrupted service for its
distribution partners (DPOs).

Television signal
decoders can only be provided
to DSPs.Major upgrades or
network changes require prior
government approval.Channels
unauthorised or banned in India
cannot be received in the
country through any means.

Public service content
(minimum 30 minutes daily) on
education, health, rural
development, science, women’s
welfare, environment, and
national integration is
encouraged.The government may issue advisories for
telecasting content in the national interest.
Transfer of a ground-based TV broadcasting licence is
allowed only in cases of:

♦ Merger/demerger/amalgamation approved under the
Companies Act, 2013.

♦ Business transfer in compliance with applicable laws.

♦ Transfer within Group Companies (entities with
shared management or significant influence).

♦ New entities must meet eligibility criteria, net worth
requirements, and security clearances.

♦ A one-year lock-in period applies post-
operationalisation before a channel can be
transferred to an unrelated entity.

... You Know What You are doing
But Nobody Else Does

ADVERTISE NOW !

INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR
THE CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

Contact: Mob.: +91-9108208956       Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313        Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com
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CHANNEL CHANGES

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over
India in the past month.

42

TURKMENÄLEM/MONACOSAT/AL
YAH 1 AT 52.5E
On 10th Shamshad TV, Tamadon TV,
Chekad TV, Zhwandoon TV, Arezo
TV, ATN News, Ariana TV Network,
RTA, RTA News, RTA Sport and Marif
TV have started on 12054 H,FTA.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 11th Flowers TV on 4024 H is
now encrypted.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E
On 11th Star Plus Middle East, Star
Bharat Middle East, Vijay TV and
Star Gold Middle East have started
on 3936 V, encrypted. On 17th Sony
Pix, Sony Max Asia, SET Asia, Sony
SAB Asia and Sony BBC Earth have
started on 3840 H, Videoguard. On
27th Sony Yay! has started on 3900
H, Videoguard.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E
On 8th Metro 1 News, VSH News,
Special TV, Sab TV and Venus HD
have left 3745 V.; Channel Five and
Play Entertainment have started on
3820 V, FTA. On 25th MWD on
10973 V is now in FTA; Myanmar
International TV on 10973 V is now
encrypted; Edge Sport has started
on 11052 V, encrypted. On 27th TV
Today has started on 3820 V, FTA.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E
On 14th True Premier Football 1 and
SkyNet Sports 3 have started on
11480 H, BISS; True Sports 3 and
Astro Grandstand have left. On 17th
World Entertainment TV, Oto
Shopping 2, Doonee TV, GMM O
Shopping, Star TV and TV Direct 7/9
have left 3800 H. On 20th MV Mall

OK has replaced Banterng Thai on
3800 H, FTA; MV Mall Best has
replaced TVB Thai on 3840 H, FTA;
MV Mall OK and MV Mall Best have
started on 12343 V, FTA; TVB Thai
has left; YTV and 5 Plus on 12728 V
are now in FTA.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEG E
On 4th Aanand TV has started on
3896 H, FTA. On 8th Sadhna Gold
has replaced Sadhna Bhakti on 3805
H, FTA; Mh 1 Movies has started on
4031 H, FTA. On 14th Chaukas TV
has started on 3896 H, FTA. Public
First has left. On 24th Sidharth Utsav
has replaced Sidharth Bhakti on
11720 V, Videoguard. Sidharth Utsav
has replaced Sidharth Bhakti on 3756
H, Irdeto; Prarthana Bhawan TV has
started on 3856 H, FTA. On 25th
Ishwar Bhakti TV has left 3776 H.
On 27th Popcorn Movies has
replaced Bhakti Darpan International
on 3981 H, FTA.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5 DEG E
On 10th DreamWorks TV Asia has
left 11022 V. On 18th AXN East Asia
has started on 4160 V, PowerVu. On
24th Sidharth Utsav has replaced
Sidharth Bhakti on 12356 H, Irdeto.

INSAT 4B/3A / GSAT 15 / GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEG E
On 2nd Zee Punjabi has left 11510
V. On 11th Zee Punjabi has started
on 11590 H, encrypted. On 17th Star
Gold Thrills has left 11470 V. On 18th
News 18 Uttar Pradesh &
Uttarakhand has left 11630 V. On
19th Sony Wah has started on 11510
V, FTA.

CHINASAT 11 AT 98 DEG E
On 6th Hum TV has started on 3975
H, Tongfang; Phoenix InfoNews
Channel and Star Gold HD India have
left 3975 H; ARY World has replaced
Star Bharat India on 3975 V,
Tongfang. On 21st Har Pal Geo and
MyZen TV have started on 3975 H,
Tongfang.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 1st Star Movies Select has
started on 4040 H, Nagravision; Star
World Premiere HD has left.

ASIASAT 9 AT 122 DEG E
On 27th Asian Action Channel has
left 4180 V.

MEASAT 3A/OPTUS D1/D2 AT
160.0E
On 1st SBS Food Tasmania, SBS
Tasmania, SBS Viceland Tasmania,
SBS World Movies, SBS
WorldWatch and NITV have left
12356 H; ABC Kids SA, ABC Family
SA, ABC Entertains SA and ABC TV
SA have  SA have left 12436 H. On
2nd HBO New Zealand has replaced
SoHo on 12267 H, encrypted; Sky 5
has started on 12331 H, encrypted.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E
On 8th Animal Planet Taiwan, TLC
Taiwan, Discovery Channel Taiwan,
TLC New Zealand, Discovery Channel
Philippines and TLC Philippines have
left 3840 V; ESPN 2 Australia has
replaced Inplus on 3920 V, Verimatrix.

EUTELSAT 172B AT 172.0E
On 4th CGTN and Aljazeera English
have started on 3888 H, T2-MI,
StreamGuard.
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