Total 56 Pages MARCH 2025

ATELLITE

MARCH 2025
TRADE GUIDE

OFFICIAL  SCAT

PUBLICATION

VOL XXXIII /01 /2025

E-EDITION

7 ﬁ SATELLITE BROAMETS A BOOST

J10 & AIRTEL'S STARLINMICLEAP”
a

STARLINK

BUILDING INDIA’S DIGITAL BACKBONE:
SANDEEP DONDE ON MICROSCAN'’S FIBER
EXPANSION & OTT DISRUPTION

" SANDEEP DONDE
) FOUNDER & MANAGING DIRECTOR,

2 . MICROSCAN

NEWS .... BROADBAND .... DISH DOCTOR .... CHANNEL GUIDE .... AND LOTS MORE....!!

INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE
CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY



LDIS%@ scrToo

ASIA'S BROADCASTING SCAT INDIA

& INFOTAINMENT SHOW

14 - 16 OCTOBER, 2025 (Tuesday - Thursday)
Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

www.scatindiashow.com

BOOK YOUR
SPACE NOW

CABLE TV « BROADBAND -« IPTV « SATELLITE TV

= Geeta Lalwani

Senior Manager - Project
M: +91 91082 08956
E: geeta.lalwanidnm-india.com



@ MONTRONICS

MONICS ELECTRONICS PVT. LTD.

SPLICING MACHINE / OTDR

FUJIKURA VIAVI MONICS

MONICS 292D OTDR

GEPON / GPON OLT XPON / ONU / ONT

SYROTECH i
OLT 1/4/8/16 Ports L3 10G Input aLLL LV | =

~ DIGISOL

SOLID
WDM - EDFA/ TRANSMITTER NODE / AMPLIFIER DB Meter I

OPTICAL NODE  HYBRID AMPLIFIER

With VFL
Rechargeable

Patch Cord / Coupler / PLC Splitter

~ 0 om
() & o= Il

FIBER, RG6, CAT 5e

Cat5e / Cat6 / RG 11/ RG 6 / FIBER OPTIC CABLES

@ MONICS MikoTik EXFG VIAVI Diink 7enda emﬁlsm tp-link FFujikura Syﬁgtech

MONTRONICS MONICS MONTRONICS
Electronics Pvt. Ltd. Electronics Electronics
374, Skyking Chamber, Lamington Rd, Mumbai 400007 | Siddhivinayak Bldg., Dr. Lazarus Rd., Vikrant Apartment, 1st Floor, F-56,
Ph: +91-22-23877592 Charai, Thane - 400 601 (Above SBI) Malbhat, Margao, Goa
Mob.: +91-9819241102 / 9920777870 Ph: +91-22-25332175, 9619060790 Ph: +91-832-2735381, 8407958880
Email: montronics@live.com Email: monicsthane@gmail.com Email: montronicsgoa@gmail.com

Visit Us At: www.montronicsmonics.com




MARCH 2025 Issue: VOL XXXIIl / 01 /2025

CATV

Contents

[ EDITORIAL / 9T

ARTICLES...

9 DECODING THE BROADCAST
JIGSAW FRAMEWORK

JERIT T&W! FALET Bl G

33 IN-SPACE EXTENDS DEADLINE
FOR FOREIGN SATELLITES TO
OPERATE IN INDIA
-2 J 9 ¥ faest ¥eamgel & g
%! FHIEET SeRI

34 AIRTEL AND TATA PLAY TO MERGE
DTH BUSINESSES IN LANDMARK
DEAL
TIeH R 2R W & o Ufereiiie dra,
SIEITT HRER T e e

Contact : SATELLITE & CABLE TV

312/313, AWing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park,
Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059.

Mob.: +91 - 9108208956

E-Mail: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com
Website: http://www.scatmag.com

SATELLITE & CABLE TV

BROADCASTING OVERVIEW

THROUGH A TELECOM LENS

gt TN

e BUSINESS NEWS
EDITOR & PUBLISHER ADVERTISING SUBSCRIPTIONS :

Manoj Kumar Madhavan Geeta Lalwani Nishant Masurkar
manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com | geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com nishant.masurkar@nm-india.com
FOUNDER PUBLISHER DTP : Prashant Karangutkar HINDI TRANSLATIONS :
SUDEEP MALHOTRA prashant.karangutkar@nm-india.com | Paripurnanand

Printed & Published by MANOJ MADHAVAN on behalf of NUERNBERGMESSE INDIA PVT. LTD.
and printed at SYSTEMS, Unit 1, YAC Industrial Estate, Kondivita Road, Andheri (W), Mumbai 400059 and
Published at 312/313, A Wing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Andheri Kurla Road,
Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400059. Editor MANOJ KUMAR MADHAVAN.

4 MARCH 2025




BUILDING INDIA’S DIGITAL
BACKBONE: SANDEEP DONDE ON
MICROSCAN’S FIBER EXPANSION,
OTT DISRUPTION, AND THE FUTURE
OF CONNECTIVITY

42 o
B Gt

BROADBAND & = CHANNELCHANGES = CHANNEL GUIDE

|PTV NEWS Monthly Listing of Satellite
Channels, Their Parameters,

Updates of Broadband Az & EL

& IPTV

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine is published monthly, 12 issues per year. It is available only through
subscription and at selected dealers of high quality Satellite & Cable TV equipment & Technical books.

ATELLITE |1 the Trade Mark of SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine. No material including the Logo may be
S[g‘yz’/ reproduced, electronically or otherwise, without written consent of the publisher. The opinions in
the articles are those of the authors and the publisher may not necessarily agree with them.

SATELLITE & CABLE TV accepts no responsibility for material contained in the advertisements. It is not the
intention of the magazine to encourage in any way actions which are contrary to existing or future regulations, rules or

local laws. NUERNBERGMESSE INDIAPVT, LTD.
. 312/313, AWing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park,
NURNBERG /' MESSE Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059.
Tel.: 022-2616 5300

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 5

BROADBAND / IPTV

ontents

ARTICLES...

24 JIO AND AIRTEL IN FIERCE RACE
FOR STARLINK TIE-UP

R AR Taed, =rfcis & MY oS
H AT A

25 THE OTT INTEGRATION AND
CONTENT DISTRIBUTION

ST THeTor AR IRl feraor

DTH, MSOs Navigate OTT
Disruption, Free Dish Gains

SIS I ¥ U2 ©  Skiuw,
THUEST, W {391 @ @

SC/T

SCAT INDIA
14 - 16 OCTOBER, 2025

Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai
www.scatindiashow.com

MARCH 2025



SUMITOMO

ELECTRIC MADE IN JAPAN

Connect with Innovation

Experience the Extraordinary

Active Clad Alignment
Fusion Splicer S1V

Proven field High environmental ~ Smart and easy Compact and light
toughness resistance 1.2kg

Carrying Case Working Tray Battery pack AC adapter Table Top Cleaver
CC-18 WT-18 SFCS

Sumitomo is a 400 years old Japan based company having
Experience of making Splicing Machines since 1980's

Z2C

Core Alignment Fusion Splicer

TYPE-82M12

Mass Fusion Splicer for upto 12 Fiber = NanoTun
Ribbon

= Ultra fast Splicing (11 sec.)
= Ultra fast Healing (25 sec.)
= 2.0 kg weight with battery

= 6sec. Splice & 15 sec. Heating Time
= Touch Screen Interface
« Universal Fiber Clamps

TYPE-82C+

High Definition Core Aligning Fusion
Splicer

= 5sec. Splice &9 sec. Heating Time

= 300 Splice & Heating per Battery Cycle

= Dual Independent Heaters

= R Interactive Maintenance

S1V Ultra W1C

Active Clad Alignment Fusion Core Alignment Fusion Splicer
plicer = Touch Screen Interface

= Touch Screen Interface « 6 sec. Splice & 8 sec. Heating Time

= Hot Core Analyzing = Dual Independent Heaters

= Compact & Lightweight

| : : T &C Apply*
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS SE| Tradlng India Pvt.Ltd.

QoptroNnix | iNVAS | LSS

S
< Visit Us: www.sumitomosplicers.in | www.seti.co.in
Contact Us: +91-124-4577470/9599495855 Sanjeev-Kumar-mittal@seti.sei.co.jp




EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

As the broadcasting industry continues to evolve,
the intersection of telecom and television has become
more pronounced than ever. The Telecommunications Act,
2023, is set to redefine the regulatory framework for
broadcasting services, ensuring modernization,
compliance, and fair competition. India's television
broadcasting sector has undergone a dramatic
transformation—from a state-controlled monopoly to a
thriving, competitive industry. Over the years,
regulations have adapted to accommodate new
technologies such as satellite TV, Direct-to-Home
(DTH), Internet Protocol Television (IPTV), and digital
cable systems.

The rise of Over-the-Top (OTT) platforms and the
growing popularity of Free Dish services have intensified
the challenges faced by traditional DTH and Multi-
System Operators (MSOs). As subscription-based Pay-
TV services struggle with declining viewership, industry
players are rethinking strategies to stay relevant in a
rapidly changing media ecosystem.

The regulatory status of OTT platforms remains a
hotly debated issue in India. While traditional
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) operate under
stringent regulations, OTT services currently function
outside such oversight. This regulatory gap has raised
concerns over content standards, tariff structures, and
the competitive imbalance between traditional
broadcasters and digital streaming platforms.

A major industry development is on the horizon as
Airtel and Tata Play move toward a landmark merger
of their DTH businesses. This consolidation is expected
to reshape the Indian broadcasting landscape, enhancing
service capabilities and driving synergies in the highly
competitive DTH sector.

From pioneering fibernetworks to driving OTT
innovation,Sandeep Donde, Founder & MD of
Microscan has been at theforefront of India's
digitaltransformation for over two decades

Satellite broadband gets a boost with the new tie-
ups. India’s telecom companies Jio and Airtel are in a
heated competition to secure a strategic partnership with
SpaceX's Starlink, aiming to revolutionize broadband
connectivity across the country.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

F9T7 qIT 7% 4T &1 78T SHH TTaq AI=S

BBC INDIA FINED FOR FEMA
VIOLATIONS

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has imposed a
Rs. 3.44 crore penalty on BBC
India for alleged violations of g
the Foreign  Exchange [ %
Management Act (FEMA).
Additionally, three BBC ||
directors—Giles Antony Hunt, | &
Indu Shekhar Sinha, and Paul
Michael Gibbons—have been
fined Rs. 1.14 crore each.

The penalty follows a
case registered by the ED two
years ago, with the agency
citing multiple FEMA
contraventions in a show-cause notice issued in August
2023. The investigation was launched months after the
Income Tax Department conducted a survey at BBC’s
Delhi office in February 2023.

The total penalty stands at Rs. 3,44,48,850, with an
additional fine of Rs. 5,000 per day from October 15,2021,
until compliance. The government, while not naming BBC
directly, had previously indicated tax discrepancies related
to undisclosed remittances by foreign entities of the

group.

MAHIMA KATARIA JOINS BHARAT
EXPRESS

TV journalist Mahima Kataria has joined the 'Bharat
Express' news channel as a special correspondent, where
she will primarily cover the PMO beat.
In a conversation  with
Samachar4Media, she shared
insights about her new role and
responsibilities at the channel.
Prior to this, Mahima Kataria briefly
worked with India Daily 247, where
she also covered the PMO beat as a
senior correspondent. Before joining
India Daily 247, she was associated
with ITV Network since July 2022, serving as a senior
correspondent for the group’s news channels, India News
and NewsX.
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PRASAR BHARATI SEEKS DIRECTOR
GENERALS FOR AKASHVANI &
DOORDARSHAN

Prasar Bharati has opened
recruitment for Director General
positions at Akashvani and
Doordarshan through promotion or
deputation. Eligible Group "A" officers
from All India or Central Services,
meeting specified pay scale criteria, can
apply. Candidates with expertise in
broadcasting, finance, technology, and
related fields will be preferred. The roles, under Level-16
of the 7th Pay Commission, offer salaries between Rs.
2,05,400 and Rs. 2,24,400 per month, with a tenure of up to
five years. The age limit for applicants is 58 years.

60 CHANNELS SECURE DD FREE DISH
SLOTS

The 7th Annual (85th) DD Free Dish e-auction
concluded with 60 channels securing MPEG-2 slots,
including major players like Sony, Zee, JioStar, and
Republic Bharat. However, Prasar Bharati reportedly lost
nearly Rs. 150 crore due to controversial disqualifications
and weak bidding.

TRAI PROPOSES FRAMEWORK FOR
BROADCASTING UNDER TELECOM ACT
2023

TRAI has released
recommendations on the framework for
service authorisations for broadcasting
under the Telecommunications Act, 2023.
The move follows a request from the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting |
(MIB) to align broadcasting regulations
with the new telecom law. '

The recommendations simplify =
licensing for services such as TV channel X(
broadcasting, DTH, HITS, FM radio, and J _
community radio. The framework i—P
introduces structured authorisation terms
to enhance industry growth and ease of
doing business, setting the stage for new broadcasting
service rules under the updated legislation.H

AR ARG Bl eI 3R e & fig
TRIRNE B qengT 8

TAT T | e a1 gy
& AN A AHE AT grEd §
TRIMEI® & Y&l & (g Aol & @l
% | Afae IR a1 & Fae & I
e ‘T A, fide Jae aeeEt
%1 971 &7 BU ST 7 Fohdl © | THI,
ferer, Grenfient S Faferd & 5 frdrsan
AT IIEET] T drIfeRar &1 SRRt |7 d
I AN & F-16 & dad, 961 & o4 2,05,400 9T
2,24,500%9 UM & dId do (391 Sl &, e &
FTE 5 AT &1 & | SGaehl &1 g AT 58 a9 &M e |
60 el A SISt Wi B & fow wie g
e
74 aide (85dT) ==1 Wl 291 Sl 60 Il &
TAUTES-2 T B @ & A 59 g5, o A, S,
Rormer 3 frafeds e ST wrdr Raarer i 2 | &raits
foamerae 3R A7 FAEN al & HEO G 9l
HAT A T AT 150 HZ H9 FH B G |
IE A qEAR AfufEm 2023 & dEd gERO
& foo sw@ gafa
1 26 A THEAE AUFEE 2023 & TEd
TANY & fo T el bl ®a 97

Y’

‘1 % forg iR @1 A o = |98 g
¥ AN & [ AN AU & 3EH a9 H &

FAT (THEET) ERT JART Foemi a7
THAW FF & A9 T & & a6
o T |

feT #7fere OTfereR?or STt @l 99T &Pl & o
U FHA & ded F9 AR HaT MEH & U wiewm
Eedcaniieal |

10 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MARCH 2025



P Fujikura

YOKOGAWA b

PERFORMANCE
~nvour HAN D S

BOOST YOUR PRODUCTIVITY AND TAKE YOUR FIBER OPTIC WORK TO THE NEXT LEVEL
WITH POWERFUL, PORTABLE TOOLS BUILT FOR TOP PERFORMANCE

Toll Free No. : 1800-1020-429 @ ® ©

Phone: +91-8800484008, 9312266960 Branch Office:
q R . . Ahmedabad | Bangalore | Bhopal | Chennai |
E-mail : feedback@kepl.co.in, Web.: www.keithelectronics.com Cochin | Guwahati | Hyderabad | Indore | Kolkata

Jammu | Lucknow | Ludhiana | Nagpur | Trichy

Successfully selling quality products since last 40years... Mumbai | Vijayawada | Jaipur | Raipur



STREAMING RECORDS WITH OVER
60 CRORE VIEWS ON JIOHOTSTAR

The highly anticipated India vs. Pakistan match at
the ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai recorded a staggering
60.2 crore views on JioHotstar, the newly merged streaming
platform of JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar.

During India’s run chase, the viewership initially
surged to 33.8 crore views and held
steady at 36.2 crore views. It is important
to note that ‘views’ represent the total
number of times the content was
watched, including multiple replays by
the same user, unlike ‘viewers,” which
count unique individuals engaging with
the content.

By comparison, Disney+ Hotstar,
the official broadcaster, previously showcased peak
concurrent viewership figures for major cricket events.
The India vs. Pakistan match at the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 peaked at 3.5 crore concurrent viewers,
while the 2024 T20 World Cup encounter hit 5.3 crore.
Similarly, the Asia Cup match between the two teams
recorded a peak concurrency of 2.8 crore viewers.

I&B MINISTRY CONSIDERS NEW LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry is
evaluating the necessity of a new legal

* JioHotstar
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content amid increasing concerns over - RN 1 PN
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while existing laws provide some

oversight, there is growing public

demand for stricter regulations. It cited

concerns that the constitutional right to freedom of
expression is being misused to showcase explicit and
violent content.

OTT PLATFORMS WARNED AGAINST
OBSCENE AND VULGAR CONTENT

The government has issued an advisory reminding
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OTT platforms of their
obligation to comply with
content classification rules and
restrictions on obscene and
vulgar material.

The advisory follows
complaints from Members of
Parliament, statutory bodies, and
the general public about the
proliferation of explicit content
on digital platforms. The
Ministry referred to the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which mandate that
OTT platforms:

¢ Refrain from transmitting content prohibited by law.

'-_ﬁfisrarfﬂl
hotstar

¢ Implement age-based classification for content.

¢ Enforce access control for adult-rated material to
prevent minors from viewing it.

PIRACY COSTS OTT PLATFORMS UPTO
25% OF REVENUE
Despite employing encryption and digital rights
management (DRM) tools, streaming platforms in India
continue to suffer significant revenue losses—up to 25%
annually—due to piracy.
Industry experts note that
premium content is frequently
leaked online within an hour of
release. Platforms such as
Telegram and WhatsApp have
become hotspots for
unauthorized distribution.
Aloke Majumdar, Vice
President of Technology at Hoichoi,
stated, “Despite upgrading our
security measures, our content still finds its way onto
unauthorized platforms, causing major financial losses.”
Similarly, Anuja Trivedi, Chief Marketing Officer at
Shemaroo, expressed concerns about illegal file-sharing,
emphasizing the need for stronger action against piracy.
Dilip Chandra, Senior Vice President at Aha OTT, echoed
these sentiments, calling piracy “the biggest menace” for
the industry.®
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TELECOM SPOTLIGHT

BROADCASTING
OVERVIEW THROUGH A
TELECOM LENS

The Telecommunications Act, 2023, introduces a
new regulatory framework for broadcasting services,
aiming to modernize oversight, enhance compliance, and
ensure fair competition. This article explores key
recommendations for effectively regulating
broadcasting under the Act, addressing industry
challenges, content standards, and technological
advancements.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
recommends that the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB)
transition from licensing
under the Indian
Telegraph Act, 1885, to
service authorizations
under Section 3(1)(a) of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023, for broadcasting
services.The terms and
conditions for these
authorizations should be
defined in Rules under
Section 56 of the
Telecommunications
Act, 2023, which authorized entities must adhere
to.MIB should issue Orders, Directions, Advisories,
and Instructions in accordance with these Rules.

TRAI'S ROLE AND FINANCIAL
DISINCENTIVES:
¢ For changes to authorization terms (excluding those
affecting state security), MIB should seek TRAI's
recommendations under Section 11(1)(a) of the TRAI
Act, 1997.
¢ Authorized entities must comply with TRAI's
Regulations, Orders, and Directions.
¢ TRAI can impose Financial Disincentives (FD) for
violations. If an entity defaults on FD payments, MIB
should recover the amount from the entity's Bank
Guarantee/Security Deposit, as advised by TRAL
TRAI's FD decisions are final, subject to appeal
under the TRAT Act, 1997.

EAR & TIRY
q YR & S

qEAR AffEH 2023, TARW a1l @ fog
% a1 fatame gien gga & 3, e e
ot @&t g T, suier siT frewa
gfreyf ® ghftea & B 1as aw afufae @
ded 9ERY &I g €0 & fafrafm s, sEi
gAfE, avY Al G dwAel 9T & e
& & e ygE RweRel &1 g @ § |

IR 379N fafames oy (315) 4 B
F1 % [ g g gARY SAeE (EUEAr) gAR Hans
& ferg WA SETE
Atz 1885 & d@d
FIEH BT H gIH e
Ay, 2023 @ 9T
3(1)(v) & d&a e
TNl | geelrd &Y | 3
aifersTT & forg e o
91 gTEET ATt 2023
@I 4T 56 HU qed i
EREEIEC IS G Fe
ST ATagHT J=13 &l
qTel %71 AIeT | UHaTS
g1 @l 3 Mol & AT A9, MEd, F@E AT FHEa
S F ARy |

¥ & e AT i sdrEmea

¢ OYEHI ot F ARadd (TS g @l g &
AT Bl BIZHT ) & [T TH3TEal &1 215 A, 1997
H a1 (1) (T) & q&d 218 FEma o anfey |

¢ ST TR @ 21 & [, sed S e @
RIGERCTE | B

¢ TE I & (g i Bdreed (THET) @ A
% | 3¢ g Fr1 THET AN F g Bl &, dl TS
a1 N 2 B A & AT FET A G TR /TTET
ST A AT TA HA ART | 2 & ThS! o st
T A1 218 AtefEm, 1997 & ded i & AU € |

15 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MARCH 2025



TELECOM SPOTLIGHT

STRUCTURE OF BROADCASTING SERVICE
RULES:
¢ The Rules under Section 56 of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023, should be
structured as:
¢ "The Broadcasting (Grant of Service Authorisations)
Rules" (covering authorization terms).
¢ "The Broadcasting (Television Channel
Broadcasting, Television Channel Distribution, and
Radio Broadcasting) Services Rules" (covering
service-specific terms).

AUTHORIZATION DOCUMENT FORMAT:
¢ Service authorizations should be issued as
authorization documents, with a recommended
format provided in Schedule-V of Annexure-II.

ORGANIZATION OF BROADCASTING
SERVICES RULES:
¢ The service-specific Rules should include:
¢ Common Terms and Conditions.
¢ Specific Terms and Conditions for:
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¢ Television Channel Broadcasting Services (including
news agencies, teleports, and uplinking).

¢ Television Channel Distribution Services (DTH,
HITS, IPTV).

¢ Radio Broadcasting Services (terrestrial, community,
low-power).

¢ IPTV services do not require a seperate authorization,

and MSO's registered under the Cable Television
Act can provide IPTV with a self declaration.

MSO AND LCO REGULATION
¢ MIB may consider bringing Multi-System Operators
(MSOs) and Local Cable Operators (LCOs) under
the Telecommunications Act, 2023, while retaining
content regulation under the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.

FAST CHANNELS DISTRIBUTION
¢ A separate authorization for FAST channel
distribution may be considered under Television
Channel Distribution Services.

TRAI RECOMMENDATIONS ON EASE OF
DOING BUSINESS:
¢  MIB should expedite decisions on TRAI's "Ease of
Doing Business in Telecom and Broadcasting Sector"
recommendations.

DEFINITIONS:

¢ Definitions from
Annexure-II should
be included in "The
Broadcasting (Grant
of Service
Authorisations)
Rules."

¢ Definitions from
Annexure-III should
be included in "The
Broadcasting
(Television Channel
Broadcasting, Television Channel Distribution, and
Radio Broadcasting) Services Rules."

SCOPE OF SERVICE AND SERVICE AREA:
¢ MIB should consider introducing:
¢ "Ground-based Broadcasting of a Television
Channel."
¢ "Low Power Small Range Radio Service."
¢ The Scope of service and service area are located in
Annexure II.
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MIGRATION OF EXISTING SERVICE
PROVIDERS:

*

Migration to the new authorization framework
should be voluntary until existing licenses/
permissions expire.

A simplified application process should be
established.

Eligibility conditions for new applicants should apply
to migrating entities.

The new authorization's validity begins on the
effective migration date.

No processing fee should be required for migration.
Differential entry fees will not be charged for
broadcasting migration.

Authorized entities must provide required Bank
Guarantees, Security
Deposits, and fees.
Spectrum assignments
will be governed by
Sections 4(8) and 4(9) of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023.

New rules apply after
migration, but past
liabilities remain.
Detailed migration terms
are in Annexure-I1.

The terms and conditions
in Annexure-II should be
notified as  "The
Broadcasting (Grant of
Service Authorisations) Rules."

EQUITY HOLDING AND MANAGEMENT

CONTROL.:

¢ Cross-holding restrictions for DTH and HITS should
be extended to IPTV.

¢ These restrictions may be extended to MSOs and
other Distribution Service Providers.

¢ Cross-holding restrictions should be included for
Television Channel Broadcasting authorizations.

¢ The "Common Terms and Conditions" in Part-I of
Annexure-I1I should be adopted for all broadcasting
services.

¢ Contravention of Rules will be governed by Chapter
VIII of the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

¢ Violations of these codes will be governed by the

Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995.
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HARMONIZATION OF TELEVISION CHANNEL
BROADCASTING SERVICES:

¢

Financial conditions (Processing Fee, Net worth,
Authorization Fee, Security Deposit, Performance
Bank Guarantee) should be harmonized:

Fees and guarantees for "Uplinking/Downlinking
of a Television Channel" should remain at current
levels from the 2022 guidelines.

Fees and guarantees for "Ground-based
Broadcasting of a Television Channel" should follow
the 2025 recommendations for ground-based
broadcasters.

Fees and guarantees for "News Agency for
Television Channel(s)," "Teleport/Teleport Hub,"
and "Uplinking of Live event/news/footage by
Foreign Channel/News Agency" should remain at
current 2022 guideline levels.

Detailed provisions for Validity period, Processing
Fee, Authorization Fee, Performance Bank
Guarantee, and

Security Deposit are
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The "Specific Terms and Conditions" in Section 1
of Part-II of Annexure-III should be adopted for
"Television Channel Broadcasting Services" in the
relevant Rules.

HARMONIZATION AMONG TELEVISION
CHANNEL DISTRIBUTION SERVICES:

L

Fees and charges for DTH and HITS services should
be harmonized:

¢ Validity: 20 years, renewable for 10-year periods.
¢ Processing/Renewal Fee: Rs. 10,000.
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¢ Minimum Net worth: Rs. 10 crore.
Entry Fee: Rs. 10 crore (non-refundable).
¢ Authorization Fee: DTH as per TRAI's 2023
recommendations; HITS remains "NIL."
¢ Bank Guarantee: DTH as per TRAI's 2023
recommendations; HITS at Rs. 5 crore for the
authorization's validity.
¢ Roll out Obligations: One year from SACFA clearance,
uniform for DTH and HITS.
¢ The roll out obligation details are located in
Schedule-III of Annexure-III.

VERTICALLY INTEGRATED ENTITIES:
RESERVING OPERATIONAL CHANNEL
CAPACITY
¢ The 15% channel capacity reservation for vertically
integrated broadcasters should be extended to HITS
and IPTV services.
¢  The Central Government may extend this restriction
to MSOs and other distribution service providers.
¢ The Central Government may review the 15% cap
based on market conditions or seek TRAI
recommendations.

INFRASTRUCTURE SHARING:
¢ Voluntary infrastructure sharing should be allowed
among broadcasting, telecom, and infrastructure
providers.

INTEROPERABILITY OF SET TOP BOXES
(STB):
¢ Authorized "Television Channel Distribution
Services" entities should adopt interoperable STBs.
¢ TEC should develop standards for interoperable
STBs and television sets with inbuilt STB
functionality.

REMOVAL OF NET WORTH REQUIREMENTS
FOR INTERNET SERVICES PROVIDING IPTV:
¢ TheRs. 100 crore net worth requirement for Internet
Service Providers (ISPs) providing IPTV should be
removed.
¢ The regulation should be aligned with the general
internet service provider authorization.
¢ The process for ISPs and MSO's to provide IPTV
services is detailed in the text.
¢ The "Specific Terms and Conditions" in Section 2 of
Part-11 of Annexure-III should be adopted for
"Television Channel Distribution Services" in the
relevant Rules. B
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BUILDING INDIA’'S DIGITAL BACKBONE:
SANDEEP DONDE ON MICROSCAN'’S FIBER
EXPANSION, OTT DISRUPTION, AND THE
FUTURE OF CONNECTIVITY

From pioneering fiber
networks to driving OTT innovation,
Sandeep Donde has been at the
forefront of India's digital
transformation for over two decades.
As the Founder and MD of Microscan,
he recognized the potential of fiber
optics early on, shaping a company
that not only delivers high-speed,
reliable internet but also powers one
of India’s fastest-growing OTT
aggregators, PlayboxTV. In this
conversation, Donde shares insights
on Microscan’s expansion beyond
Mumbai, its competitive edge in fiber
networking, and how PlayboxTV is
reshaping content consumption. He
also discusses the role of Al in user
engagement, the challenges SMEs
face in adopting fiber solutions, and
how India’s 5G revolution will
redefine the connectivity landscape.

Sandeep Donde, you founded
Microscan in 1999—what was your
vision then, and how has it evolved?

From the very beginning, I
wanted to build something of my own,
though the exact path wasn’t clear.
With fiber optics as my domain, I saw
its potential to transform connectivity.
In 2000, an opportunity in fiber splicing
set everything in motion, shaping
Microscan. Over time, the vision
expanded from just deploying fiber to
building a high-speed, reliable network
that powers businesses and homes
seamlessly. That vision led to founding
Microscan.

SANDEEP DONDE
Founder & Managing Director, MICROSCAN

Microscan has expanded its fiber
network beyond Mumbai to Kolhapur
and Goa. What were the key drivers
behind this expansion?

Mumbai’s internet market
became increasingly competitive,
with multiple ISPs operating in almost
every building. To scale sustainably,
we had to look beyond the metro
cities. The real opportunity lay in
areas with low internet penetration,

where reliable connectivity was
scarce. Kolhapur and Goa fit that
profile perfectly. Our expansion was
driven by the need to bridge the
digital divide and provide high-
quality internet services to smaller
cities that lacked strong, dependable
providers.

How does Microscan differentiate
itself from competitors in the fiber
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P

networking and internet services
sector?

Microscan stands apart
because of its expertise in fiber
networking, 24/7 operations, and an
unwavering commitment to uptime.
Unlike many providers that struggle
with consistency, we deliver committed
speeds with near-zero downtime. Our
strategic partnerships with major CDN
players like Akamai, Google, and
Microsoft ensure that content is closer
to the end user, resulting in faster and
more stable connectivity. Combined
with our extensive fiber network, this
gives our customers a seamless
internet experience.

PlayboxTV has grown into India's 4th
largest OTT platform. What sets it
apart from other OTT services?
PlayboxTV is unique because
it aggregates multiple OTT platforms
into a single app, saving users the
hassle of juggling multiple
subscriptions. With PlayboxTV, users
get a unified entertainment
experience across devices like i0S,
Android TV, Fire Stick, and Android
boxes. A single subscription allows
seamless streaming on both mobile
and TV. Additionally, PlayboxTV
enhances content discovery by
recommending shows and surfacing
free content, making entertainment

simpler and more accessible for
users.

How does PlayboxTV leverage
partnerships with ISPs and cable
operators to enhance customer
experience?

We see ISPs and cable
operators as partners, not clients.
They are our brand ambassadors,
playing a crucial role in expanding
PlayboxTV’s reach across India. We
support them with system integration,
24/7 customer service, and marketing
materials tailored to their needs. Our
dedicated customer support ensures
quick issue resolution, fostering a
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strong ecosystem where happy
customers lead to happy partners. This
collaborative approach has been
instrumental in making PlayboxTV
India’s 4th largest OTT aggregator.

What role does Al or data analytics
play in PlayboxTV’s content
recommendations and user
engagement strategies?

Al and data analytics are
central to how PlayboxTV personalizes
the user experience. By analysing
viewing history, demographics, and
user interactions, our Al-driven system
recommends content tailored to
individual preferences. It continuously
refines its suggestions based on user
behaviour, helping people discover
new shows and movies they might
otherwise miss. Al also segments
users with similar interests, optimizing
content delivery and improving
engagement. The result is a more
immersive and satisfying entertainment
experience.

What challenges do SMEs face in
adopting fiber networking solutions,
and how does Microscan address these
pain points?

For SMEs, last-mile
connectivity remains a major challenge.
Many businesses struggle with
unreliable networks that can’t support
their growing digital needs. Microscan
solves this by ensuring fiber
connectivity reaches directly to offices
and buildings. We offer a robust, fiber-
first infrastructure that guarantees
stability, ensuring businesses get
enterprise-grade internet without
disruptions.

How has cloud migration, DevOps, and
cybersecurity become integral to your
offerings through Microscan
Communications?

With increasing cyber threats,
businesses need more than just
internet connectivity—they need
security and reliability. That’s why we
established Microscan
Communications, focusing on SOC
(Security Operations Centre) and NOC
(Network Operations Centre) services.
These solutions help businesses
safeguard their networks from cyber
threats while ensuring seamless cloud
migration and DevOps integration. By
offering these services, we provide a
comprehensive IT infrastructure
solution beyond just connectivity.

With India’s growing internet
penetration and SG rollout, how do you
see the fiber network industry
evolving in the next S years?

The fiber industry is set to grow
exponentially. The rise of OTT
platforms, data centres, and
government policies requiring data
localization will drive massive demand
for fiber infrastructure. Additionally,
the expansion of 5G will require
extensive fiber backhaul, as small cells
need high-speed connectivity to
function effectively. With several new
subsea cable landings planned in

Mumbai and surrounding areas, data
consumption will skyrocket. Microscan
is well-positioned to capitalize on this
growth with its extensive fiber network
and strategic locations.

Are there plans to expand Microscan’s
footprint to other regions in India?

Yes, we are actively expanding
our presence beyond Maharashtra. We
are entering key markets like Chennai,
Bangalore, and Delhi to establish a
nationwide fiber and NLD (National
Long Distance) network. Our goal is to
be a pan-India service provider,
ensuring seamless connectivity across
major business hubs.

What are the next big milestones for
Microscan and its group companies?
The next big milestone is
integrating our fiber network with
India’s subsea cable ecosystem,
enabling  high-speed  global
connectivity. We also plan to develop
small edge data centres to support the
increasing demand for cloud and
enterprise solutions. Additionally, we
are focused on enhancing utility-based
fiber networks to further improve digital
infrastructure across India. ®
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JIO AND AIRTEL IN
FIERCE RACE FOR
STARLINK TIE-UP

Satellite broadband to get a boost with
the new tie-ups

India’s telecom giants Jio and Airtel are in a heated
competition to secure a strategic partnership with
SpaceX’s Starlink, aiming to revolutionize broadband
connectivity across the country.

Jio Platforms announced an agreement with
SpaceX to integrate

Starlink's satellite
broadband into its
services, pending

regulatory approval.
This move, coming just
a day after Bharti Airtel
signed a similar pact,
signals an aggressive
race to dominate India's
next-gen internet market.

Mathew
Oommen, Group CEO of
Reliance Jio, emphasized that Starlink’s integration into
Jio’s ecosystem would enhance Al-driven digital
empowerment and expand broadband access across
India. Jio plans to distribute Starlink equipment through
its retail and online stores, ensuring seamless
connectivity even in remote
areas.

-,

N

STARLINK

Meanwhile, Airtel’s
partnership with SpaceX is set
to boost rural coverage and
B2B enterprise solutions.
Analysts highlight pricing as
a key factor, determining how
effectively Airtel and Jio can
leverage Starlink’s high-speed
satellite internet to gain a
competitive edge.

With both telecom giants vying for leadership in
satellite broadband, India's connectivity landscape is on
the brink of a transformative shift. B
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THE OTT INTEGRATION
AND CONTENT
DISTRIBUTION

INTRODUCTION

The regulatory landscape for Over-the-Top (OTT)
services in India is facing increasing scrutiny as multiple
stakeholders call for their inclusion under an authorization
regime. Concerns have been raised over the impact of
unregulated OTT services on traditional Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs), who are subject to stringent
regulatory requirements. Industry representatives argue that
the current lack of oversight on OTT tariffs, carriage, and
content distribution creates an uneven competitive
environment, favoring digital streaming platforms at the
expense of conventional broadcasters.

REGULATORY CHALLENGES AND INDUSTRY
CONCERNS

During the consultation process on the ‘Regulatory
Framework for Ground-based Broadcasters,’ stakeholders
highlighted a major regulatory challenge—the disparity in
governance between OTT aggregators and traditional
broadcasters. Many linear TV channels, which are bound
by downlinking guidelines
and Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
regulations, are being made
available on OTT platforms
with minimal modifications to
their content mix. This
practice, according to
industry players, allows OTT
services to bypass existing
broadcasting regulations,
raising concerns about
regulatory circumvention.

With increasing
broadband penetration, a variety of OTT services have
emerged, leading to multiple definitions of OTT in regulatory
discourse. The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
have classified OTT services into communication-based and
application-based categories. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting’s (MIB) draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 defines ‘OTT broadcasting
service’ as content made available over the internet,
distinguishing it from traditional cable and satellite services.
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UNREGULATED GROWTH OF FAST CHANNELS

Stakeholders have also flagged the rapid proliferation
of Free Ad-supported Streaming Television (FAST) channels
in India, highlighting regulatory inconsistencies between
FAST platforms and traditional broadcasters. Unlike DPOs,
which are bound by strict licensing requirements, FAST
channels operate without similar regulatory oversight,
leading to potential competitive distortions. Industry
representatives have urged policymakers to introduce a
comprehensive regulatory framework for FAST services to
maintain parity with traditional broadcasters.

Several platforms, including Yupp TV, Samsung TV
Plus, Vodafone Play, Tata Play, Distro TV, Patchwall+
(Xiaomi), and LG WebOS, offer live channels to consumers.
Stakeholders argue that these services, despite performing
functions similar to ground-based broadcasters, remain
outside the scope of
existing  uplinking/
downlinking guidelines,
exacerbating regulatory
disparities. The TRATI has
acknowledged these
concerns and emphasized
the need to examine the
regulatory status of FAST
channels to ensure a fair
competitive landscape.

FUTURE
REGULATORY
DEVELOPMENTS

Some stakeholders have also recommended
defining OTT broadcasting services, including Prasar
Bharati’s OTT platform, within the draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023. Additionally, calls have
been made to introduce definitions for ‘current affairs’
content, which remains ambiguous under existing
regulations.

The growing regulatory debate underscores the
urgency for a structured policy framework that addresses
OTT broadcasting, FAST channels, and content
distribution on digital platforms. As industry
stakeholders await further regulatory developments, the
future of India’s broadcasting ecosystem will hinge on
striking a balance between innovation and fair
competition. H
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DTH, MSOS NAVIGATE
OTT DISRUPTION,
FREE DISH GAINS

OTT & Free Dish Disrupt Pay-TV: DTH, MSOs
Feel the Heat.

India’s pay-TV industry, comprising cable and DTH
services, is projected to shrink by 1-3% in revenue for
FY2026 as more viewers migrate to over-the-top (OTT)
streaming platforms and free dish services, according to a
forecast by rating agency ICRA. This transition is expected
to put pressure on profit margins, with operating earnings
likely to decline by 175-225 basis points year-on-year,
settling at around 23-25%. The DTH segment is expected to
fare better, with margins of 33-35%, while multi-system
operators (MSOs) may experience lower profitability at 6-
8%. However, leading players with strong financial backing
are expected to maintain stability through continued access
to capital and liquidity.

Despite the subscriber decline, the industry is likely
to partially compensate through an increase in average
revenue per user (ARPU), projected to grow by 1-3%
annually. Bundled services integrating traditional TV with
OTT platforms and broadband, along with premium offerings
such as HD, 4K, and live events, could help sustain
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revenues. However, rising costs for premium content
acquisition—such as sports broadcasting rights and
international programming—along with ongoing network
maintenance investments, are expected to strain profitability
further.

THE SHIFT TO OTT: WHAT'S DRIVING IT?

Ritu Goswami, Sector Head for Corporate Ratings at
ICRA, attributes the growing preference for streaming
services to personalized, on-demand content, ad-free
experiences, and a diverse range of regional programming.
Increased smartphone penetration, widespread internet
access, and the rise of smart TVs have further accelerated
this transition. Regulatory changes, including pricing caps
on TV channels and revised content packaging rules, have
also influenced consumer behavior.
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India remains the world’s second-largest television
market after China, with nearly 190 million TV households
in 2024. While overall TV penetration is expected to grow,
the industry is undergoing a structural shift. Urban
consumers are increasingly adopting digital alternatives
such as smart TVs and streaming platforms, while lower-
income and rural households are turning to free dish
services.

Despite its vast subscriber base, India’s pay-TV
sector lags behind markets like the U.S. and Europe, where
ARPU is significantly higher due to greater consumer
willingness to pay for premium content. However, India’s
highly price-sensitive audience has slowed the pace of
“cord-cutting,” particularly in rural areas where TV remains
the primary entertainment source. Factors such as
affordability, hybrid service offerings, and internet
infrastructure limitations are expected to prevent a sharp
decline in pay-TV subscriptions in the near future, according
to[CRA. B
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DECODING THE
BROADCAST JIGSAW
FRAMEWORK

INTRODUCTION

The television broadcasting sector in India has
undergone a remarkable transformation from a government-
controlled entity to a dynamic and competitive industry.
Prior to the liberalization era of 1991, Doordarshan, the state-
owned broadcaster, was the sole player in the sector.
However, economic reforms and policy changes opened
the doors for private broadcasters, revolutionizing content
distribution and accessibility. Over the years, regulatory
frameworks have evolved to accommodate technological
advancements, including satellite television, Direct-to-
Home (DTH) services, Internet Protocol Television (IPTV),
and digital cable systems. This article explores the historical
evolution, regulatory milestones, and the current landscape
of television broadcasting in India.

Before 1991, television broadcasting in India was
exclusively controlled by the government. Doordarshan,
operated by Prasar Bharati following the enactment of the
Prasar Bharati Act in 1990, was the only broadcaster. Content
production and distribution were state-managed, limiting
viewer choices and private participation in the sector.

The economic liberalization of 1991 marked a
significant shift in India’s television broadcasting landscape.
Private operators were permitted to enter the market, leading
to the introduction of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act (CTN Act) and related rules. These
regulations governed cable network operations, licensing,
service quality, and content standards.

In 2000, the government introduced policy guidelines
for satellite television channels, covering permissions,
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spectrum allocation, and content regulation. The launch of
India’s first DTH platform in 2003, following the issuance
of DTH guidelines in 2001, further diversified the distribution

ecosystem.
REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS AND DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION

¢ 2004: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) was entrusted with regulating carriage and
distribution of broadcasting and cable services.

4 2008: Guidelines for IPTV services were issued,
enabling telecom operators to offer television
content over internet networks.

¢ 2009: Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) services were
introduced to improve content delivery to cable
operators.

¢ 2011: The government announced the digitalization
of cable TV networks, culminating in complete digital
switchover by 2017.

¢ 2017: TRAI introduced a comprehensive regulatory
framework ensuring transparency, fair pricing, and
consumer protection in the broadcasting sector.

¢ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)

revised the uplinking and downlinking policy to
streamline permissions and facilitate ease of
business.

EXISTING POLICY FRAMEWORK

¢

Uplinking and Downlinking of Satellite TV Channels:
Revised in 2022 to simplify licensing and regulatory
compliance.
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¢ Direct-to-Home (DTH) Services: Licensing
framework amended in 2020, followed by operational
guidelines in 2022.

¢ Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) Services: Policy
amended in 2020 to permit infrastructure sharing.

¢ IPTV Services: Guidelines formulated in 2008 to
regulate internet-based TV services.

CURRENT JIGSAW PUZZLE
The Indian television broadcasting industry is a mix of
private and public players offering content via multiple
platforms:
¢ Private Broadcasters: Operate Pay TV and Free-to-
Air (FTA) channels through cable, DTH, HITS, and
IPTV services.
¢ Public Broadcaster: Prasar Bharati, operating
Doordarshan and DD Free Dish, continues to serve
a significant audience.
¢ Revenue Growth: The industry generated Rs. 696
billion in 2023 and is projected to reach Rs. 766 billion
by 2026, growing at a CAGR of 3.2%.
¢ Television Channel Landscape: As of March 2024,
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MIB has permitted 922 satellite television channels,
including 361 pay TV channels (258 SD and 103 HD).

¢ Distribution Infrastructure: India has 844 Multi-
System Operators (MSOs), 1 HITS operator, 4 pay
DTH operators, and 52 IPTV providers, alongside
81,706 registered cable operators.

4 Subscriber Base: 62 million cable TV households, 2
million HITS subscribers, 45 million DD Free Dish
households, and 61.97 million active pay DTH
subscribers as of March 2024.

LICENSING AND PERMISSIONS

MIB grants permissions under two categories—
‘News and Current Affairs’ and ‘Non-News and Current
Affairs’—covering:

¢ Uplinking and Downlinking of Channels: Governed
by the 2022 policy, requiring security clearances and
regulatory compliance.

¢ Setting Up Teleports:

Subject to approvals

from the Department of

Space and MHA.

¢ News Agencies:

Permitted under the

2022 guidelines for

content gathering and

distribution.
¢ DTH Services:

Licensing agreements

issued under the Indian

Telegraph Act, detailing

terms of operation and compliance.

¢ HITS Services: Operated under a Grant of Permission
Agreement (GOPA) with specific obligations and
technical standards.

¢ IPTV Services: Requires self-declaration and
compliance with telecom and broadcasting
regulations.

India’s television broadcasting sector has evolved
significantly from a state-controlled monopoly to a dynamic
industry characterized by competition, technological
advancements, and regulatory reforms. With continued
digitalization, expansion of IPTV, and growing DTH
penetration, the industry is poised for further growth and
innovation. As the sector advances, policy frameworks will
continue to evolve to balance business interests, consumer
rights, and regulatory oversight, ensuring a vibrant and
competitive broadcasting ecosystem in India. B
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IN-SPACE EXTENDS
DEADLINE FOR
FOREIGN SATELLITES
TO OPERATE IN INDIA

The Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) has granted a six-month
extension to foreign satellites, allowing them to continue
providing communication and broadcasting services in
India without prior authorisation from the space regulator
until September 30, 2025.

Previously, all such foreign satellites were mandated
to obtain authorisation from IN-SPACe by March 31 to
continue operations in the country. The regulator has now
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extension
period can be
renewed until
September 30,
if necessary,
under the existing framework. However, any new non-Indian
satellite or additional capacity from existing satellites in any
frequency band will require IN-SPACe’s approval moving
forward.

“With effect from October 1, 2025, only IN-SPACe-
authorised non-Indian satellites and constellations in any
frequency band shall be permitted to provide capacity in
India,” the regulator stated.

According to officials, multiple foreign satellite
operators have recently applied for approvals, a process
that typically takes about 120 days after the submission of
complete details. However, many applications have remained
pending since September last year.

“Sometimes, applications are incomplete, and
additional details are required, which leads to delays. Only
when an application is fully complete does the standing
committee review it,” an official explained.

A second official highlighted that the committee
evaluates several parameters, including the shareholding
structure of satellite operators, before granting
authorisation. “Security remains the topmost priority when
approving foreign satellites,” the official added.®
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AIRTEL AND TATA
PLAY TO MERGE DTH
BUSINESSES IN
LANDMARK DEAL

The combined revenues exceeding Rs

7,000 crore and a broad subscriber base, the

Airtel-Tata Play merger is poised to reshape

India’s TV and broadband landscape.

Bharti Airtel is set to merge its DTH business, Airtel
Digital TV, with Tata Play in a share swap deal. Airtel will
hold a majority stake of 52-55%, while Tata Play’s
shareholders, including Tata Sons and Walt Disney, will
retain 45-48%. The merger is expected to enhance Airtel’s
broadband and
entertainment

business by
integrating telecom,
broadband, and

DTH services.

This merger
comes at a time
when Reliance and
Disney’s Star India-
Viacom18 merger is
forming JioStar,
India’s  largest
media company. If
finalized, the Airtel-
Tata Play merger
will be the biggest in
India’s DTH sector since the Dish TV-Videocon d2h
consolidation in 2016.

Airtel Digital TV, housed under Bharti Telemedia, will
gain access to Tata Play’s 19 million subscriber homes and
500,000 broadband customers. The combined entity will have
35 million paid subscribers and FY24 revenues exceeding
Rs 7,000 crore. Both businesses are valued at Rs 6,000-
7,000 crore each.

INDUSTRY TRENDS: THE SHIFT FROM PAY-
TVTOOTT

India’s pay-TV market has been steadily declining,
with the subscriber base shrinking from 120 million to 84
million homes in recent years. TRAI reports that DTH
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MARKET REPORT

subscribers fell from 70 million in FY21 to 60 million in FY24,
reflecting a shift in consumer preferences toward OTT
content.

Telecom operators, including Airtel, are capitalizing
on this trend by bundling OTT platforms with broadband
services. Meanwhile, DTH players like Tata Play are
expanding their digital offerings to retain customers amid
an evolving media landscape.

Both Bharti Telemedia and Tata Play face significant
regulatory challenges. Pending license fee disputes amount
to Rs 5,580 crore for Bharti Telemedia and Rs 3,628 crore for
Tata Play, adding uncertainty to the merger’s financial
outlook.

Tata Play, once valued at $3 billion before the
pandemic, has seen its worth
drop to $1 billion. The
company’s financial struggles,
combined with mounting
losses and the absence of IPO
plans, have made the merger a
strategic necessity.

Tata Sons, which owns
70% of Tata Play, recently
bought out Temasek’s 10%
stake for Rs 835 crore ($100
million), reinforcing its
commitment to the business.
Meanwhile, Disney is expected to retain its stake in the
merged entity, as other shareholders are not willing to buy
it out at this stage.

FUTURE OUTLOOK

Analysts believe this merger is necessary given the
declining pay-TV market and the rise of DD Free Dish, a free
DTH service from Prasar Bharati. Airtel’s long-term strategy
involves converting Tata Play’s top 5 million DTH subscribers
into broadband users to boost revenue per user.

The pay-TV market has been significantly impacted
by the availability of free-to-air channels on DD Free Dish.
However, JioStar’s recent decision to put live sports content
behind a paywall could help DTH operators retain some
subscribers.

With combined revenues exceeding Rs 7,000 crore
and a broad subscriber base, the Airtel-Tata Play merger is
poised to reshape India’s TV and broadband landscape.
By leveraging their strengths, the two companies aim to
offer integrated services that cater to the changing
demands of consumers in an increasingly digital media
environment. W

airtel
TATA PLAY
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VIRGIN MEDIA ADDS
WONDER AND RED BULL TV
PARTNER

Virgin Media has expanded its
FAST channel offerings with Wonder
and Red Bull TV, now available on
Virgin TV 360, Stream, and V6 boxes at
no extra cost. Wonder showcases
engineering, technology, and scientific
exploration, while Red Bull TV delivers
high-energy action sports like
motorsport, biking, and snowboarding.
These additions bring Virgin Media’s
FAST channel count to 34,
complementing existing offerings like
Tipping Point and Deal or No Deal.

ITVXON TRACK TO RECOUP
INVESTMENT BY 2025

ITV has reported an 11% rise in
Group EBITA for 2024, driven by
record profits from ITV Studios
despite industry challenges like the
Hollywood strikes. CEO Carolyn

McCall highlighted ITVX as the UK’s
fastest-growing streaming platform,
contributing to increased digital
viewership and revenues. Streaming
hours rose 12%, while monthly active
users grew 14%, fueled by major
events like the Euros and Love Island.
ITV expects to fully recover its ITVX
investment by the end of 2025.

AMAZON PRIME VIDEO
PILOTS AI-AIDED DUBBING

| video |

Al POWERED DUBBING

Amazon Prime Video has launched an
Al-aided dubbing pilot to enhance
accessibility for global audiences.
Initially available in English and Latin
American Spanish, the Al-powered
dubbing is applied to 12 licensed
movies and series that otherwise
wouldn't have been dubbed, including
El Cid: La Leyenda and Mi Mama Lora.
The feature, currently in Beta,
combines Al with human localisation
specialists for quality control.

VODAFONE TV PLAY
BRINGS PREMIUM SOUND
AND 4K STREAMING

Vodafone has introduced
Vodafone TV Play in the Czech
Republic, a set-top box with built-in
Bang & Olufsen speakers and Dolby
Atmos for an immersive audio
experience. The device supports 4K
video, HDR 10, and Dolby AC-4 sound,
and functions as both a smart TV hub
and a high-end Bluetooth speaker.
Available for CZK 649 per month, the
package includes Vodafone TV+,

NEW VODAFONE TV PLAY

« g

gigabit-speed internet, and a Wi-Fi 6
modem for seamless streaming and
gaming.

AMAZON INTRODUCES
PRIME LINEAR CHANNEL IN
GERMANY & AUSTRIA

Amazon is set to launch its first
linear Prime TV channel for Prime Video
members in Germany and Austria on
April 17,2025. The channel will feature
a curated mix of Prime Video Originals,
blockbuster series, and live sports,
including UEFA Champions League
and Wimbledon. Aimed at traditional
TV viewers, Prime will also introduce
minimal ad interruptions compared to
conventional TV.

MAX DEBUTS IN TURKEY ON
APRIL 15

Warner Bros. Discovery's streaming
service Max will officially launch in
Turkey on April 15, replacing BIuTV.
Subscribers will retain access to
BluTV’s local productions while
gaining HBO and Max Originals,
blockbuster movies from Warner Bros.
and DC Studios, Eurosport live sports,
and kids' content from Cartoon
Network. Notably, the final two
episodes of Magarsus Season 2 will
premiere exclusively on Max on April
17 and April 24.8
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DISH TV INDIA REVENUE
DROPS 21%

dishty)

Dish TV India posted a net loss
of Rs. 46.5 crore for Q3 FY25, a sharp
increase from Rs. 2.8 crore in the same
quarter last year. Revenue fell 20.7%
YoY to Rs. 373 crore, with subscription
revenue declining 33% to Rs. 247.2
crore. Advertising revenue also
plummeted 60% to Rs. 2.5 crore.
EBITDA dropped 32.9% to Rs. 122.7
crore. The company cited rising online
content consumption and weak
consumer spending as challenges but
highlighted  initiatives like
complimentary OTT access and
bundled packages. CEO Manoj Dobhal
emphasized Dish TV’s commitment to
growth, including ventures into B2B
e-commerce.

PRASAR BHARATI'S MPEG-2
AUCTION

The third day of Prasar
Bharati’s Free Dish MPEG-2 slot
auction saw Rs. 328.6 crore in total
bids. Zee and JioStar secured two slots

@ war

wdia's Pubke Seey

each in Bucket A+, while Sony and Sun
Neo won one each. Zee led the
category, bidding Rs. 18.6 crore for Zee
Anmol. The highest bid in Bucket A
(movies) was Rs. 16.95 crore for Star
Utsav Movies, while regional/music
channels in Bucket B collectively
raised Rs. 77.85 crore. News channels
like NDTV India and Republic Bharat
secured slots in Bucket C, contributing
Rs. 42.65 crore.

ZMCL REVENUE UP

Zee Media Corp Ltd reported
Rs. 159.4 crore in Q3 FY25 revenue,
up 22% QoQ but down 4.7% YoY. Net

e'-MEDIA

loss narrowed 37% YoY to Rs. 22.42
crore. Ad revenue fell 5.5% YoY to
Rs. 148.4 crore but surged 24.5%
QoQ. Subscription revenue rose 7.9%
YoY to Rs. 10.9 crore. Zee News
improved its market reach to 53.5
million viewers, while Zee Business
led the Hindi business news
segment. Digital platforms recorded
2 billion page views and 231 million
MAUs.

SUN TV NETWORK’S PROFIT
FALLS

Sun TV Network reported an
8.6% YoY revenue drop to Rs. 967.5
crore in Q3 FY25, while profit after
tax declined 20% to Rs.363 crore.
Advertising revenue fell 6.5% YoY to
Rs. 332 crore, while subscription
revenue edged up 2% to Rs.434.5
crore. EBITDA stood at Rs. 432.13
crore. The company cited challenging
market conditions affecting ad

A
Sun TV Network Limited

revenue, though its subscription
business remained stable.

DISNEY REPORTS $33
MILLION LOSS

Following the deconsolidation
of Star India, Disney recorded a $33
million equity loss in Q1 FY25 due to
purchase accounting adjustments. The
India JV is expected to contribute $73
million to Disney’s entertainment
segment in FY25, down from $254
million last year. However, its sports
segment is set to turn profitable with a
$9 million operating income, improving
from a $636 million loss in FY24.

DISNEY GLOBAL REVENUE
RISES

The

[EJM!'% i

Company

The Walt Disney Company
reported a 5% revenue increase to $24.7
billion in Q1 FY25. Income before taxes
surged 27% to $3.7 billion, while diluted
EPS jumped 35% to $1.40. CEO Bob
Iger highlighted strong box office
performance, improved streaming
profitability, and ESPN’s digital
expansion as key growth drivers.l
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3" Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

GUIDELINES FOR TELEVISION CHANNEL

Q: What are the key guidelines for Television Channel
Operations and Authorisation in India?

Harikrishnan Nair,
Broadcast Consultant, Trivandrum

Ans.: Once a television channel becomes operational, the
authorised entity must inform the Central Government or
its designated agency, providing all technical parameters.
Entities authorised for ground-based broadcasting can shift
to or add satellite-based communication by applying
through the government portal and paying the required fees.

Only IN-SPACe-authorised satellites can be used,
and required spectrum permissions from the Department of
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DISH DOCTOR

Telecommunications must be
obtained.The entity must ensure
uninterrupted service for its
distribution partners (DPOs).

Television signal
decoders can only be provided
to DSPs.Major upgrades or
network changes require prior
government approval.Channels
unauthorised or banned in India
cannot be received in the
country through any means.

Public service content
(minimum 30 minutes daily) on
education, health, rural
development, science, women’s
welfare, environment, and
national  integration is
encouraged.The government may issue advisories for
telecasting content in the national interest.

Transfer of a ground-based TV broadcasting licence is
allowed only in cases of:

¢ Merger/demerger/amalgamation approved under the
Companies Act, 2013.

Business transfer in compliance with applicable laws.

¢ Transfer within Group Companies (entities with
shared management or significant influence).

¢ New entities must meet eligibility criteria, net worth
requirements, and security clearances.

¢ A one-year lock-in period applies post-
operationalisation before a channel can be
transferred to an unrelated entity.l
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INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR
THE CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY

... You Know What You are doing
But Nobody Else Does

ADVERTISE NOW!

Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313

Contact: Mob.: +91-9108208956

Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1R

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

TURKMENALEM/MONACOSAT/AL
YAH 1 AT 52.5E

On 10th Shamshad TV, Tamadon TV,
Chekad TV, Zhwandoon TV, Arezo
TV, ATN News, Ariana TV Network,
RTA, RTANews, RTA Sport and Marif
TV have started on 12054 H,FTA.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 11th Flowers TV on 4024 H is
now encrypted.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 11th Star Plus Middle East, Star
Bharat Middle East, Vijay TV and
Star Gold Middle East have started
on 3936 V, encrypted. On 17th Sony
Pix, Sony Max Asia, SET Asia, Sony
SAB Asia and Sony BBC Earth have
started on 3840 H, Videoguard. On
27th Sony Yay! has started on 3900
H, Videoguard.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E

On 8th Metro 1 News, VSH News,
Special TV, Sab TV and Venus HD
have left 3745 V.; Channel Five and
Play Entertainment have started on
3820 V, FTA. On 25th MWD on
10973 V is now in FTA; Myanmar
International TV on 10973 V is now
encrypted; Edge Sport has started
on 11052V, encrypted. On 27th TV
Today has started on 3820 V, FTA.

THAICOM 5/6A/8 AT 78.5 DEG E

India in the past month.

OK has replaced Banterng Thai on
3800 H, FTA; MV Mall Best has
replaced TVB Thaion 3840 H, FTA;
MV Mall OK and MV Mall Best have
started on 12343 V, FTA; TVB Thai
has left; YTV and 5 Plus on 12728 V
are now in FTA.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEGE

On 4th Aanand TV has started on
3896 H, FTA. On 8th Sadhna Gold
has replaced Sadhna Bhakti on 3805
H, FTA; Mh 1 Movies has started on
4031 H, FTA. On 14th Chaukas TV
has started on 3896 H, FTA. Public
First has left. On 24th Sidharth Utsav
has replaced Sidharth Bhakti on
11720V, Videoguard. Sidharth Utsav
has replaced Sidharth Bhakti on 3756
H, Irdeto; Prarthana Bhawan TV has
started on 3856 H, FTA. On 25th
Ishwar Bhakti TV has left 3776 H.
On 27th Popcorn Movies has
replaced Bhakti Darpan International
on 3981 H, FTA.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5 DEGE

On 10th DreamWorks TV Asia has
left 11022 V. On 18th AXN East Asia
has started on 4160V, PowerVu. On
24th Sidharth Utsav has replaced
Sidharth Bhakti on 12356 H, Irdeto.

INSAT 4B/3A | GSAT 15 /| GSAT
17AT 93.5DEGE

On 14th True Premier Football 1 and
SkyNet Sports 3 have started on
11480 H, BISS; True Sports 3 and
Astro Grandstand have left. On 17th
World Entertainment TV, Oto
Shopping 2, Doonee TV, GMM O
Shopping, Star TV and TV Direct 7/9
have left 3800 H. On 20th MV Mall

On 2nd Zee Punjabi has left 11510
V. On 11th Zee Punjabi has started
on 11590 H, encrypted. On 17th Star
Gold Thrills has left 11470 V. On 18th
News 18 Uttar Pradesh &
Uttarakhand has left 11630 V. On
19th Sony Wah has started on 11510
V, FTA.

42

CHINASAT 11 AT98 DEGE

On 6th Hum TV has started on 3975
H, Tongfang; Phoenix InfoNews
Channel and Star Gold HD India have
left 3975 H; ARY World has replaced
Star Bharat India on 3975 V,
Tongfang. On 21st Har Pal Geo and
MyZen TV have started on 3975 H,
Tongfang.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5 DEG E
On 1st Star Movies Select has
started on 4040 H, Nagravision; Star
World Premiere HD has left.

ASIASAT 9 AT 122 DEG E
On 27th Asian Action Channel has
left 4180 V.

MEASAT 3A/OPTUS D1/D2 AT
160.0E

On 1st SBS Food Tasmania, SBS
Tasmania, SBS Viceland Tasmania,
SBS World Movies, SBS
WorldWatch and NITV have left
12356 H; ABC Kids SA, ABC Family
SA, ABC Entertains SAand ABC TV
SA have SA have left 12436 H. On
2nd HBO New Zealand has replaced
SoHo on 12267 H, encrypted; Sky 5
has started on 12331 H, encrypted.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E

On 8th Animal Planet Taiwan, TLC
Taiwan, Discovery Channel Taiwan,
TLC New Zealand, Discovery Channel
Philippines and TLC Philippines have
left 3840 V; ESPN 2 Australia has
replaced Inplus on 3920 V, Verimatrix.

EUTELSAT 172B AT 172.0E

On 4th CGTN and Aljazeera English
have started on 3888 H, T2-MlI,
StreamGuard.
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Reach out to over *50,000+ visitors per month
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SCAT INDIA TRADE SHOW 2024 POISED FOR
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Take advantage & reach new customers thru WWW. scatmag com
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* Magazine's Monthly Articles * TechnicalArticles
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SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine
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