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EDITOR'S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

India’'sbroadcast and digital entertainment industry
is undergoing seismic shifts—but at the heart of this
transformation lies one critical issue: audience
measurement.

As platforms fragment and content consumption
diversifies, the ability to accurately measure who is
watching, where, and how has never been more vital—
or more contested. TRAI Chairman A.K. Lahoti called
for a complete overhaul of India’s TV viewership
measurement framework, calling attention to its outdated
toolsin the face of hybrid consumption trends.

In this edition, we take a deep dive into the tools,
technologies, and frameworks that are redefining how
satellite and cable TV viewership is quantified. From
hardware-based data collection to Al-powered analytics
and hybrid panels, broadcasters and advertisers are
seeking better clarity in an increasingly blurred
ecosystem. e al so track theimpact of these shiftsacross
emerging economies where cable and satellite markets
are still expanding—and where measurement
infrastructure could make or break growth trajectories.

Meanwhile, a brewing channel conflict has
escalated between DTH giants and broadcasters, with
Tata Play and Airtel Digital TV removing Sony and Zee
channelsfromtheir base packs, sparking debates around
pricing power and content access. In parallel, Netflixis
making global headlines—first with its entry into linear
TV via a partnership with France's TF1, and then with
a long-term creative alliance with Balaji Telefilms,
reinforcing itsambitionsin India’sregional and premium
content space.

We also examine the increasing role of Al in
scriptwriting, Zee's Rs 1,000 crore bet on digital
transformation, and a landmark Supreme Court ruling
that may pave the way for new taxes on OTT platforms
under the guise of entertainment levies—yet another
curveball for digital players already wrestling with
monetization challenges.

But make no mistake: whether it'sDTH or streaming,
the future will belong to those who can prove their
audience, not just attract it. Transparent, real-time, and
reliable measurement will be the bedrock of tomorrow’s
media economy.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

HIAIEE AT % 21T @1 g 7
BT AT A7 74T & 78T 3@ T 39S

NIKUNJ GARG BIDS FAREWELL TO
NDTV

Nikunj Garg has moved on from hisrole as Senior
Managing Editor at NDTV24x7. Having joined in
November 2023 after along stint withthe Times
Group, Garg played a pivotal role in shaping
editorial strategy for both NDTV24x7 and
NDTV India. A journalism veteran with over
two decades of experience, he previously
served as Managing Editor of Mirror Now and Executive
Editor of Times Now. His departure marks the end of a
brief but high-impact tenure at the network.

INDIA'S BROADBAND USER BASE NEARS
975 MILLION

India’s broadband subscriptions
surged to 974.87 million in May 2025,
registering a 3.37% growth over the
previous month, according to TRAI data.
A major contributor to this growth was a
60% increase in fixed wireless users.
Reliance Jio led the market with 494.47
million users, followed by Bharti Airtel at
302.15 million and Vodafone I deaat 126.86
million. Thetop five providers accounted
for nearly 98.5% of thetotal market, reaffirming the sector’s
consolidation around key players.

BARC GETS NEW CHAIRMAN IN
SONY’'S GAURAV BANERJEE

Gaurav Banerjee, MD & CEO of Sony
Pictures Networks India, has taken charge as
Chairman of the Broadcast Audience Research
Council (BARC) India. With over 20 yearsin
medialeadership, Banerjee bringsastrong mix
of editorial experience and business insight.
His appointment is seen as a move to
regjuvenate BARC's strategic direction as the
industry transitions toward hybrid and digital- flrst
measurement metrics.

PRASAR BHARATI SEEKS IP CLAIMS
FOR DOORDARSHAN ARCHIVES

Prasar Bharati has issued a call for claims from
producers and content creators who have been involved
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in past Doordarshan programming. The
notice gives stakeholders 45 days to assert
rights; otherwise, the broadcaster will
assume full ownership of the intellectual
property. Thiswould allow Prasar Bharati
to repurpose or syndicate the content
across platformswithout further legal obligation.

PAY DTH SECTOR SHRINKS BY 1.3
MILLION IN Q4 FY25

Thetotal number of pay DTH subscribersin India
dropped to 56.92 millionin March 2025, from 58.22 million
in December 2024, per TRAI's performance report.
Analysts attribute the fall to growing OTT adoption and
bundling challenges faced by DTH operators. However,
the dataalso highlightsthat nearly 57 million households
still depend on satellite TV, especialy in rural and non-
Metro regions.

CENTRE OPENS APPLICATIONS FOR
PRASAR BHARATI BOARD ROLES

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting is accepting applications
for two senior roles—Member
(Personnel) and Member (Finance)—
on the Prasar Bharati Board. These
Level-15 appointments carry the rank
of Additional Secretary to the
Government of India. Applicantsfrom
PSUs must hold equivalent ranks, and
those with MBAs and experiencein large organizations
will be preferred.

PRASAR BHARATI LAUNCHES 89TH DD
FREE DISH AUCTION

Prasar Bharati has announced the 89th M PEG-4
e-auction for satellite TV channels on
its DD Free Dish platform. The bidding
beginstentatively on July 2, 2025, with
slotsallotted for the July—March period.
Channels are grouped into five
categories, with reserve prices ranging
from Rs3.62 lakhto Rs57.14 lakh. The
auction is open to channels licensed by the Ministry
of I1&B.1
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INFORMATION AND
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SMALL-TOWN INDIA FUELS FAST
BOOM ON CTV

Once confined to metro homes with slick setups,
Connected TV (CTV) isnow witnessing itsfastest growth
inIndiasTier 2and Tier 3towns—thankslargely to FAST
(Free Ad-supported Streaming Television) platforms. As
of mid-2025, thereare 50 million CTV householdsin India,
expected to hit 60 million by year-end. What’smore, CTV
ad spends are projected to reach Rs 2,000 crore in 2025
and grow to Rs 3,500 crore by 2027.

FAST slinear-like experience offersafamiliar, low-

friction viewingjourney, attracting
users overwhelmed by endless
OTT choices. Advertisers—
especialy in FMCG, auto, and
regional e-commerce—are
following suit, prioritizing regional
penetration and targeting local
content viewers.

Samsung TV + now hostsover 140 FAST channels.
“Peoplestick to 5AVOD appson CTV—versus 15-20 on
mobile,” notes PrabhvirSahmey of Samsung Ads,
underscoring FAST's rise as a lean-back, easy-access
entertainment solution for Bharat.

PRIME VIDEO ADDS NFDC CLASSICS IN
CINEMAS OF INDIA BUNDLE

Amazon Prime Video has launched NFDC —
Cinemas of Indiaasanew add-on, opening up atreasure
trove of India’s finest
cinematic worksfor Rs 199
per year. The collection
features iconic films by
masters like Satyajit Ray,
Mira Nair, Shyam Benegal,
and Kalpana Lajmi across
multiplelanguages.

Subscribers can
access globally acclaimed
titles such as Salaam
Bombay!,Gandhi, Agantuk,
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Mirch Masala, Doghi, and Parinamam, many of which
have won international accolades including Academy,
BAFTA, and National Awards. Thiscurated library is part
of Amazon’s growing content marketplace strategy and
bringsIndia srich film heritage to the digital frontlines.

HYPERLOCAL OTTS ATTRACT BIG MONEY
AND BIG AUDIENCES

Startups like STAGE, Chaupal, and Flick TV are
challenging the dominance of
mainstream OTTs by catering to
regional, dial ect-specific audiences—
and investors are paying attention.
These platforms are thriving on
hyperlocal storytelling that resonates
with viewers in small-town and rural
India

Flick TV recently raised $2.3
million to expand its microdrama
offerings into more regional
languages. Haryana-based STAGE,
now delivering content in Haryanvi,
Rajasthani, and Bhojpuri, secured
$12.5 million in Series A funding. Meanwhile, Chaupal,
serving Punjabi and Bhojpuri content, has raised $3.77
million to scale operations.

CTV ADDS 35 MILLION VIEWERS, BECOMES
PRIME AD MAGNET

Kantar India's Media Compass report reveas that
CTV has added 35 million incremental viewers, fast
becoming akey advertising platform.
With 23% of Indiansnow classified as
digital-only userswho skip linear TV
entirely, advertisers are increasingly
turning to CTV to reach young, male,
and rural audiences. i I

Thereport emphasizesthe shift
towards personalized, cross-platform
content consumption and suggests
that brands adopt inclusive and targeted strategies to stay
relevant in thisrapidly evolving mediaecosystem.®

FlickTV

CHAUPAL
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SPECIAL REPORT

MONETIZING THE
STREAM: PPV, SUBS &
NEXT-GEN REVENUE

Thisreport explores how these evolving models are

influencing stakeholder decisions across television

networks, OTT platforms, cable operators, satellite
broadcasters, and telecom-driven media services.

Asthe media and entertainment industry undergoes
sweeping digital transformation, content monetization
models have come under sharp scrutiny. While traditional
advertising continues to be a core revenue pillar, a mix of
pay-per-view, subscription-based models, and hybrid
monetization strategies is reshaping the economic
architecture of both linear and digital broadcasting.

Thisreport explores how these evolving modelsare
influencing stakeholder decisions across television
networks, OTT platforms, cable operators, satellite
broadcasters, and telecom-driven mediaservices. Asviewer
expectations shift toward choice, control, and value,
monetization strategies must become equally agile and
diverse.
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SPECIAL REPORT

AD REVENUE

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT: FROM AD-
SUPPORTED TO HYBRID MODELS

For decades, the television ecosystem — both in
India and globally — operated primarily on two revenue
streams:

¢ Advertising Revenue: Commercial breaks sold to
advertisersbased on TRPs (Tel evision Rating Points)
and time slots.

¢ Subscription Revenue: Monthly or annual carriage
feespaid by viewersviacable or satellite operators.

Thisdual-stream model provided broadcasterswith
predictable income and enabled viewers to access a wide
range of content for relatively low costs. However, the
emergence of OTT platforms, the proliferation of mobile-
first viewing, and the evolving consumer psyche around
on-demand content disrupted this balance.

Audiences now expect content anywhere, anytime,
and— crucialy —they arewilling to pay for personalization,
exclusivity, and ad-free experiences. Thishastriggered the
exploration of diversified monetization formats, especially
pay-per-view (PPV) and tiered subscription models.

PAY-PER-VIEW (PPV): NICHE BUT GROWING

Pay-per-view isnot anew concept. Inthe 1990sand
early 2000s, PPV was popular in markets like the U.S. for
boxing events, WWE specials, and concerts. In India, the
concept remained relatively unexplored — largely due to
content abundance and low-income sensitivity among large
sections of the TV audience.

Vg &

SUBSCRIPTION
REVENUE
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However, recent shifts have revitalized PPV as a
viable revenue strategy.

Key Driversfor PPV Adoption

¢ Event-Based Viewing: Sporting events, live concerts,
film premieres, and specia performances are ideal
PPV candidates.

¢ Digital Payments Maturity: With UPI, wallets, and
in-app transactions becoming seamless, micro-
payments for content are no longer afriction point.

¢ Viewer Behavior: Audiencesareincreasingly willing
to pay for exclusive access rather than enduring ads
or waiting for reruns.

InIndia, PPV isnow being actively explor ed acr oss

¢ DTH platforms: Airtel Digital TV and TataPlay have
offered PPV for early film premieresand international
sporting events.

¢ OTT players:
BookMyShow Stream,
Amazon Prime Video (for
someinternational movies),
and ZEES5 have tested one-
time rentals for select
content.

¢ Hybrid broadcasters:
Broadcasters like Sony and
Star havedabbledin PPV for
IPL qualifiers, WWE events, and original movies.

The PPV model thrives where content is time-
sensitive, exclusive, or high-stakes. While mass adoption
isstill limited, it holdssignificant potential asathird stream
of revenue for broadcasters.

9 Digital TV

SUBSCRIPTION MODELS: SVOD, TVOD, AND
TIERED OFFERINGS

Subscription Video on Demand (SVOD) modelshave
taken firm root acrossthe global entertainment ecosystem.
From Netflix and Disney+ to India’s Hotstar, SonyL1V,
JioCinema, and Sun NXT, SVOD has become the go-to
monetization model for premium OTT services.

However, thismodel isnow evolving from flat-rate
plansto multi-tiered, customized offerings based on screen
count, video quality, genre preference, and ad presence.
Key ModesUnder the Subscription Umbréela

1 Flat-Rate SVOD: Onefeefor al content (e.g., early

Netflix modd).

2 Tiered SYOD: Multiplepricelevelsoffering varying
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»hungamasi,

ENTERTAINMENT UNLIMITED

levels of content, device access, or video resolution

(e.0., Netflix, ZEES5 Premium).

3. Freemium: Some content free, premium content
behind a paywall (e.g., MX Player, YouTube
Premium).

4.  TVOD (Transactional Video on Demand): Rent or
buy specific content (e.g., BookMyShow Stream).

5. Clubbed Subscriptions. Bundled OTT access with
telecom or broadband services (e.g., JioFiber + OTT
apps).

In the Indian context, subscription fatigue is a
growing concern. With over 50 OTT platforms competing
for wallet share, consumers are increasingly selective.
Successful platforms are those that offer:

¢ Bundled value (combining multiple services).

¢ Regional content appeal (language-first strategies).

¢ Flexible pricing (monthly, quarterly, or annual
options).

¢ Ad-freeexperienceor limited ad |oads.

EMERGING MONETIZATION TRENDS
ACROSS PLATFORMS

With monetization strategies no longer confined to
advertising or subscriptions, new approaches are taking
shape. Below are some of the most notable trends:
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1. HYBRID MONETIZATION MODELS
Thelinesbetween SV OD, AVOD (Advertising Video
on Demand), and PPV areblurring. Hybrid models combine
these approaches, offering free content with ads, premium
tierswith fewer or no ads, and occasional PPV options.

For example:

¢ Disney+ Hotstar offersfree cricket matcheswith ads,
and paid optionswith enhanced features and no ads.

¢ SonyLIV hasamix of freemium content, PPV events,
and premium subscription options.

This model caters to diverse income brackets and
varying ad tolerance levels across user segments.

2. REGIONAL AND LANGUAGE-BASED
TIERING

In multilingual markets like India, platforms are
beginning to tier subscription packages based on language

preferences or regional
——
Q=1
[l

content libraries. A
viewer in Kerala may
n-l "_ :

subscribe only for
Malayalammovies, while
auser in Punjab may opt
for Punjabi web series
and GECs.

This localized
packaging allows for
micro-pricing, better user
retention, and greater
content relevance.

£

3. TELCO AND ISP BUNDLING
Telcos and internet service providers are becoming
powerful aggregators of OTT content. By bundling OTT
subscriptions with data plans or broadband packages, they
reduce churn, offer valueto customers, and create areliable
revenue flow for content providers.
Examplesinclude:
¢ JoCinema as part of Jio's mobile and broadband
offerings.

¢ Airtel Xstream bundling multiple OTTson asingle
app.
¢ BSNL CinemaPlusand Tata Play Binge aggregating
content under one login.
This bundling also improves discoverability for
smaller OTT players and helps democratize access to
premium content.
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4. LIVE COMMERCE AND INTERACTIVE
MONETIZATION

Inspired by trends in China, Indian platforms are
now experimenting with live commerce, whereinfluencers
or celebrities host real-time product showcases linked to
purchasing options. Integration with content (e.g.,
shoppable TV or in-stream ads) opens up transactional
revenue during content consumption.

Thistrendismost visiblein regional platforms, news
channels with lifestyle segments, and YouTube Live
integrations.

5. DYNAMIC PRICING AND
MICROTRANSACTIONS

Some content platformsaretesting dynamic pricing
models, especialy for live
events or PPV content.
Prices may vary based on
timing (early-bird
discounts), viewer volume,
or accessduration (rent for
6 hours, 24 hours, or 7
days).

Microtransactions
— paying Rs.10-Rs.50 for
one episode, one concert,
or one article — are gaining traction thanks to improved
digital payment ecosystemslike UPI and in-app wallets.

6. BLOCKCHAIN-BASED MONETIZATION AND
NFTS

Although nascent, blockchain isbeing explored for
content ownership, royalties, and transparent monetization.
Some creators are minting limited edition content asNFTs
(non-fungibletokens) or allowing direct viewer-to-creator
micropaymentsthrough blockchain wallets.

This could redefine monetization for independent
creators, regional producers, and even legacy broadcasters
experimenting with Web3 models.

MONETIZATION IN SATELLITE AND CABLE
BROADCASTING: THE PATH FORWARD

Inthetraditional TV ecosystem, monetization remainstied
to subscription fees and ad slots. However, MSOs, LCOs,
and DTH players are actively exploring new models to
remain competitive:
¢ Interactive TV and Return Path Data: Enables
targeting, better ad rates, and potential ad
personalization.
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¢ PPV Channels: Offering early movie premieres,
cricket matches, or regional concerts for one-time
fees.

¢ Smart STBs and Middleware: Upgraded set-top
boxes allow app integration, hybrid content
discovery, and monetization viaOTT add-ons.

As convergence continues between broadcast and
broadband, the TV set is increasingly becoming a
transactional device, not just a passive screen.

REGULATORY AND CONSUMER
CONSIDERATIONS

As monetization models evolve, stakeholders must
remain conscious of :

¢ Consumer protection laws: Transparent pricing, opt-
in billing, and clear
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refund mechanisms are ( \ qEaqu ¥ |

critical. \ ] . 220 IO s
¢ Dataprivacy regulations: 2 T _ e gt e a1 et

With  personalized % e _ ’ / % AT, 22 YAEA AEATE &

pricing or targeting, data & o o ST R

governance becomes Fgg \ £ N N OR —
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¢ Digital divide: 9 D < \ EEE R IR C A 431?:2 T

Monetization strategies ' ™ M___ONEHZING /J— AR aofay :

digital-first usersand rural traditional TV viewers.

Government bodieslike TRAI and MIB will play a
key role in ensuring that innovations in monetization do
not compromise consumer rights or industry stability.

CONCLUSION: A MULTI-STREAM FUTURE

The future of content monetization is
unequivocally multi-pronged. No single model can cater
to the diverse needs of India's vast and varied content
consumers. Successful platforms and broadcasters will
be those who:

¢ Combinescalewith targeted value.
¢ Provide affordability without compromising on
content quality.
¢ Offer choice while simplifying the payment
experience.
In this evolving landscape, pay-per-view,
subscription packages, and hybrid monetization modelsare

no longer experiments — they are essential pillars of a
sustainable content economy.l
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AUDIENCE MEASUREMENT

TOOLS AND METRICS
FOR MEASURING
SATELLITE AND CABLE
VIEWERSHIP

Measuring satellite and cable TV viewership is critical
for broadcasters, advertisers, and content creatorsto
understand audience behavior, optimize programming,
and maximize advertising revenue.

M odern measurement combines hardware, software,
and analyticsto deliver granular, real-timeinsights.

KEY TOOLS FOR AUDIENCE MEASUREMENT
PeopleMeters
¢ Description: Electronic devicesinstalled in sample
households, connected to each TV set.
¢ Functionality
¢ Assigns each family member a personal button
tolog their viewing.
¢ Tracks channel changes, viewing duration, and
user demographics.
+ Someversionsare portableand can track viewing
outside the home.
¢ Deployment: Widely used by audience measurement
firms such as Nielsen and Kantar.
Set-Top Box (STB) Data Callection
¢ Description: Software embedded in cableand satellite
set-top boxes.
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¢ Functionality
+ Captures real-time data on channel tuning,
frequency, and engagement.
+ Recordsevery channel change, viewing start/end
times, and device location.
¢ Enables large-scale, census-style measurement
across millions of devices.
¢ Example: Audimatic tool provides per-second data,
including channel, satellite, transponder, and
geographic details.
Audience M easurement Dashboar ds
¢ Description: Integrated analytics platforms for
broadcasters and cable operators.
¢ Functionality
¢+ Aggregate viewership data from multiple
streaming endpoints (Roku, Apple TV, web,
mobile).
¢ Visualize peak hours, program popularity, and
cross-platform consumption.
+ Provideactionableinsightsfor programming and
advertising decisions.
Panel and Big Data I ntegration
¢ Description: Combines representative household
panelswith big datafrom STBs, smart TVs, and digital
sources.

¢ Functionality
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+  Enhances accuracy by blending personal-level o G T AR AT 227 @l Wl Tl
and automated data. g & |

+ Supports cross-platform and cross-device o BA-KITHH AT BT SAZT 71T HI AT HIAT
measurement. z

CORE METRICS FOR SATELLITE AND CABLE VIEWERSHIP
J2ge AT daw At g9fml & fora ;AT Aifeww

Metric Definition UseCase

Rating (%) (Households watching a program / Total TV Program popularity,
households) x 100 ad pricing

Share (%) (Households watching a program / Households Competitive analysis
watching TV at that time) x 100 during time slots

Reach Total number of unique viewers over a period Campaign and

content planning

Average Time Spent

Average viewing duration per session or per user

Engagement analysis

Demographics Age, gender, location, and other viewer Audience targeting,
characteristics personalization

TRP Viewership points among a specific target group Ad targeting,

(Target Rating Points) effectiveness

Engagement Metrics | Channel switching, frequency, Content optimization

and viewing patterns

ADVANCED FEATURES AND TRENDS

¢ Real-TimeAnalytics: Millisecond-level tracking of
channel changes and engagement for granular
insights.

¢ Al and Predictive Analytics: Automated pattern
recognition for content recommendations and ad
targeting.

¢ Cross-Platform Measurement: Unified dashboards
that consolidate datafromlinear TV, OTT, and mobile
devices.
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AUDIENCE MEASUREMENT

¢ Event-Based and Person-Level Measurement:
Distinction between what is watched and who is
watching, improving personalization and advertising
value.

¢ Geo-Targeting: Datacollection includes geographic
identifiers for localized insights and regional
targeting.

LEADING PROVIDERS

¢ Nielsen: Global leader in TV audience measurement,
using amix of people meters, STB data, and panels.

¢ Kantar: Provides people meter-based measurement
for satellite, cable, and OTT.

¢ Audimatic: Specializesinrea-time satellite audience
measurement from set-top boxes.

¢ BARB (UK): Measures TV audiencesin the United

Set-Top Box
(STB)
Data

Collection
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SUMMARY TABLE: TOOLS AND METRICS
T 2 8 w9 ST Hifgad
Tool/Metric Satellite TV Cable TV Key Features
People Meter Yes Yes Demographics, person-level data
STB Data Collection Yes Yes Real-time, device-level data
Audience Dashboards Yes Yes Cross-platform analytics
Rating/Share/Reach Yes Yes Industry-standard metrics
TRP Yes Yes Targeted ad measurement
Al Analytics Yes Yes Predictive insights
CONCLUSION fersaef

Modern measurement of satellite and cable
viewership relies on a blend of hardware (people meters,
set-top boxes), software (analytics dashboards), and
sophisticated metrics (ratings, share, TRP, engagement).
The integration of real-time data, Al, and cross-platform
analytics is enabling broadcasters and advertisers to
understand and serve audiences with unprecedented

precision.®
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OTT FOCUS

NETFLIX EMBRACES
LINEARTV

In a move that signals a dramatic shift in global
streaming strategy, Netflix has partnered with France's
top broadcaster TF1, offering subscribersin France
access to both live and on-demand TF1 programming.
This groundbreaking collaboration represents more
than just local synergy — it's a potential blueprint for
thefuture of streaming worldwide, including high-
growth markets like I ndia.

Netflix, once the poster child for the decline of
traditional TV, is now leaning into the linear model —
complete with live content and curated scheduling. The
partnership, revealed at Cannes, isstrategically aligned with
the platform’s aggressive push into ad-supported streaming,
now reaching over 94 million
global users. Live TV offers
advertisers premium inventory
and access to highly engaged,
real-time audiences— something
on-demand content often fails to
deliver.

For Indian media
strategists and brands, this
experiment in Europe could offer
critical insights into where
streaming is headed. As India's
OTT ecosystem matures —
marked by increasing competition, subscription fatigue, and
fragmented viewership — hybrid models that blend live,
linear-style programming with on-demand libraries may
emerge asthe new normal.

The TF1 dea also enables Netflix to comply with
local broadcasting and content regulations in France,
suggesting that similar alliances in India with networks or
regional broadcasters could be on the horizon. From cricket
and reality TV to soap operas and live events, Indian
broadcasters still command massive daily engagement. If
Netflix wereto replicate a TF1-style partnershipinIndia, it
could reshape how advertising dollars flow, giving brands
access to hoth global scale and local engagement under
oneumbrella.

For advertisers, thisis awake-up call: the future of
streaming isno longer just on-demand — it’sreal-time, ad-
driven, and radically hybrid.m
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INDIA'S TV
ECOSYSTEM NEEDS
URGENT FIX:
TRAI CHIEF

TRAI Chairman AK Lahoti strongly advocated for a
complete reform of the country’s TV viewership
measurement system, whilea new EY-AIDCF report
reveals a staggering 30% decline in pay TV households
since 2017 and a sector-wide employment crisis.

TRAI Chairman AK Lahoti described the current
viewership rating ecosystem as "distorted" and called for
greater competition in audience measurement. Lahoti
stressed that monopolies in TV
ratings must end, and that there is
apressing need to level the playing
field between traditional
broadcasters and OTT platforms
through technological innovation
and regulatory clarity. Hereiterated
TRAI’s commitment to ensuring
transparency, fairness, and
accountability in how television
audiences are measured—an issue
that broadcasters have long
flagged as problematic.

Simultaneously, a new industry-wide report jointly
presented by All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF)

and Ernst & Young (EY) paints a grim picture for India’'s
cable TV sector. The report finds that pay TV households

have dropped by 30% in just six years, with
76,000 local cable operators (L COs) shutting
shop and job lossestouching 5.77 lakh across
the distribution value chain. Incomes for
nearly 93% of L COs have declined, and 79%
report earnings have plunged by over 20%.

The dual crises—a flawed
measurement system and a collapsing cable
workforce—point to the urgent need for
industry-wide reforms. Stakeholders now
look toward the government and TRAI for
structural interventions that can realign
India's broadcast and cable landscape with
emerging consumption trends.®
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TRACKING CABLE &
SATELLITE GROWTH IN
EMERGING ECONOMIES

The cable and satellite industry is undergoing a
transformative phase across emerging markets, driven
by rising digital penetration, urbanization, and
consumer appetite for diverse content. While Asia and
Africa present high-growth opportunities with
underserved populations and infrastructure
investments, I ndia’s maturing market offersa
contrasting perspective — one shaped by regulatory
shifts, hybrid consumption, and intense competition.
Thisfeature exploresthe growth dynamics, challenges,
and strategic approaches shaping the cable and
satellite landscape across these regions.

The global broadcast distribution landscape
continues to evolve, but nowhere is this evolution more
layered and dynamic than in emerging markets. From urban
Nairobi to rural Bihar, from Jakarta's high-risesto Accra’'s
growing suburbs, cable and satellite television remain core
pillars of content delivery across the Global South.
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In 2025, while streaming dominates headlines, the
reality in Asia, Africa, and parts of Latin America paints a
different picture— onewheretraditiona pay-TV platforms,
especialy cableand DTH (Direct-To-Home) satellite, remain
highly relevant. As we examine the trgjectories of these
technologies across key emerging regions, India’sjourney
stands out as both a case study and a cautionary tale. This
article explores the growth drivers, regional contrasts, and
what India can learn — and offer — as cable and satellite
systems expand across other emerging geographies.

THE RESILIENCE OF CABLE & SATELLITE IN
A STREAMING WORLD

Theriseof OTT platformslike Netflix, PrimeVideo,
and Disney+ Hotstar has shifted content consumption
habits in developed markets. However, emerging markets
tell a more complex story. Despite growing internet
penetration, affordability, infrastructure challenges, and
socio-cultural viewing habits have ensured that traditional
pay-TV  retains a
significant footprint.

According to a
2024 report by Media
Partners Asia, cable and
satellite still serve over
70% of TV households
across Southeast Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa. In
India, that number hovers
around 80%, with over 100
million homesstill relying
on cableor DTH for daily entertainment. The story, though,
variesin texture and speed depending on the region.

ASIA: ALANDSCAPE OF CONTRASTS
Asiaishometo over half theworld's population and
presents a diverse media distribution map — from mature
markets like South Korea and Japan to rapidly expanding
territorieslike Indonesia, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

INDONESIA & VIETNAM: CABLE’'S RURAL
PUSH VS SATELLITE’'S URBAN CLIMB

Indonesia's archipelagic geography has historically
posed challengesfor cablerollout, giving satellite operators
a natural advantage. The government’s Palapa Ring
broadband infrastructure project is slowly improving
connectivity, but rural areas remain satellite-dependent.
Meanwhile, in Vietnam, local MSOs (Multi System
Operators) continueto expand cable networkseven as|PTV
competitionintensifies.
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In both countries, a large portion of consumers
remain on analog or basic digital packages. This opens up
room for growth through digitisation, HD adoption, and
value-added services like hybrid set-top boxes that blend
linear and internet content.

PHILIPPINES: THE DIGITAL PIVOT

The Philippines has seen a more aggressive move
towards digitalization. SkyCable and Cignal TV lead the
charge, with satellite and hybrid IPTV solutions making
inroads even in Class C and D segments. Still, satellite
accounts for more than 60% of pay-TV households.

AFRICA: SATELLITE LEADS THE CHARGE

If Asias story is one of hybrid growth, Africa’sis
decisively asatellite narrative. With low cable penetration
due to infrastructure gaps, satellite TV dominates the pay-
TV ecosystem in Africa, especially in Sub-Saharan
countries.

NIGERIA & KENYA: THE DTH SURGE

Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy by GDP and
population, has over 10 million pay-TV households— and
over 80% of these are served by satellite. DStv (owned by
MultiChoice) remains
dominant, though newcomers
like StarTimes and TStv are
challenging with lower-cost
offerings.

In Kenya, a similar
story plays out. The
government's push for digital "
migration post-2015 hasled to
greater adoption of DTT
(Digital Terrestrial Television) and DTH platforms. Despite
the rise of mobile internet and local streaming apps like
Viusasa, satellitetelevision remainsthefirst screen for most
househol ds.

FRANCOPHONE AFRICA: THE CANAL+ MODEL

Canal+ has made deep inroadsinto French-speaking
African nations, using tailored content, local language
support, and aggressive pricing. Their strategy mirrorsthat
of Indian DTH operators during their early 2010s boom:
bundling regional entertainment with sports and news, and
investing in regional production.

INDIA: A MATURING GIANT WITH GROWING
PAINS

India’s cable and satellite story is one of breakneck
growth followed by gradual consolidation. With over 210
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million television households, India is one of the largest
pay-TV markets globally. However, it also faces structural
issues: price sengitivity, regulatory volatility, and declining
ARPUs (Average Revenue Per User).

CABLE VS DTH: A STALEMATED BATTLE?

Asof 2025, cableremainsdightly ahead in subscriber
numbers— thankslargely to unorganised operatorsintier-
2 and tier-3 towns. DTH, while more standardised, has
struggled to penetrate price-sensitive rural markets where
cable continues to dominate despite analog switch-off
mandates.

The TRAI tariff ordershaveled to channel bundling
disruptions and churn. While consolidation has occurred
(e.g., GTPL Hathway'srisein western India), fragmentation
persists, especially among LCOs (Local Cable Operators)
operating outside major MSO alliances.

THE SHIFT TOWARD HYBRID AND
BROADBAND

Wherelndialeadsisin experimentation. Hybrid STBs
(set-top boxes) from companies like Tata Play and Airtel
Digital TV aregainingtraction. Thesedevicesintegrate OTT
platforms with linear TV, offering a unified interface and
flexible billing— amodel that’s being closely watched by
operators in Indonesia and Egypt.

Meanwhile, cable operatorsin Indiaare leveraging
their local networks to pivot into broadband services —
especially with the government’s BharatNet initiative
offering backhaul in underserved regions. This “Cable +
Broadband” strategy isoneAfricacould emulateintime.
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WHAT EMERGING MARKETS CAN LEARN FROM
INDIA

Hybridization asa Survival Srategy

India’s experimentation with hybrid boxes can serve
as a blueprint. In Africa and Southeast Asia, where
broadband infrastructure is still growing, bundling linear
TV withlimited OTT accessthrough asingle device could
bridge the gap for the next 3-5 years.

REGIONAL CONTENT WINS LOYALTY

India's cable growth in states like Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, and West Bengal has been fuelled by local
language content and channel packaging. The lesson is
simple: regional wins. Satellite operators in Nigeria and
Indonesia are beginning to localise content, but there is
room to deepen this effort.

REGULATION SHAPES OUTCOMES

TRAI’s pricing regime, while well-intentioned,
introduced volatility. Other marketslike Vietnam and Kenya
are now cautiously reviewing price caps and content
bundling norms. India's experience underscores the need
for regulatory balance that protects consumer choice
without eroding industry margins.

WHAT INDIA CAN LEARN FROM OTHERS
Simplified PricingModels

Many African and Southeast Asian DTH providers
have adopted all-in-one monthly packs with simpler user
experiences. India’'s complex a-la-carte pricing often
confusesrural and elderly consumers. Simplifying packages
could reduce churn.
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STRONGER PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

While BharatNet is a great start, Africa’'s model of
private-led infrastructure deployment (with public support
through subsidies or spectrum) has accelerated coverage
faster in someregions. Indiacould benefit from amore open
collaboration model withlocal and global players.

UNIFIED TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS

While India has taken steps toward digital
addressability, technology fragmentation persists. A
coordinated move towards interoperable, cloud-based
backend systemsfor both cable and DTH can enabl e faster
innovation and smoother customer transitions to hybrid
services.

THE ROAD AHEAD: CONVERGENCE,
COLLABORATION, AND LOCALISATION

Thefuture of cable and satellitein emerging markets
is not about competition with streaming, but convergence.
InAfrica, DTH will remain dominant — but must embrace
local storytelling and hybrid offerings. In Southeast Asia,
the battle between IPTV and cable will heat up, and telcos
will play abigger role.

India stands at an inflection point — with legacy
systemsripe for renewal and a vast consumer base open to
innovation, but cautious about price. The country's success
in broadband and hybrid box deployment can influence
marketsfrom Nairobi to Hanoi.

In all these regions, three factors will define success:

¢ Affordability: Lower ARPUs don’'t mean lower
expectations. Operators must deliver quality at a
price point that works for the masses.

¢ Accessbility: Rura-firstinfrastructure strategieswill
unlock the next 200 million homes.

¢ Adaptability: Hybridtech, local content, and cross-
platform billing will be the new playbook.

Cableand satelliteremain indispensablein emerging
markets, not relics of a pre-streaming past, but evolving
platforms in a hybrid media world. India’s journey offers
rich lessons — in scale, missteps, and innovation — for
other regions navigating the path from analog to digital to
convergence.

As Africa’s satellite beams widen and Southeast
Asia's cable grids deepen, the lines between linear and
digital blur. The next chapter for broadcast in emerging
markets won’'t be written by technology alone, but by how
well it understands— and adaptsto — the peopleit serves.l
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ZEE EYES NEW-AGE
CONTENT AND TECH
GROWTH

Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd. (ZEEL) ismaking a
decisive pivot toward the future of entertainment by
earmarking Rs 1,000 crore for a tech-first, digital-led
growth strategy.

The move comesas part of abroader Rs2,237 crore
preferential fundraise from its promoter entities, aimed at
reshaping the company’s content ecosystem and
accelerating its entry into high-growth digital
verticalsWhilethe Rs 2,237 crore preferential issue grabbed
attention for signaling renewed promoter confidencein the
company, investor disclosures reveal that nearly half of
this infusion—Rs 1,000 crore—will be deployed towards
building new-age businesses and consumer experiences.
This includes plans to launch a
short-form content app, create
edutainment content for kids,
invest in live content and sports
IP, enhance distribution
infrastructure, and even explore
3D content delivery through
R&D initiatives.

Further boosting itslong-
termvision, Zeehasset aside Rs
712 crore for strategic mergers
and acquisitions in content and
media-tech sectors. An additional
Rs525 croreisreserved for general corporate purposes and
maintaining liquidity to stay competitive in the rapidly
evolving medialandscape.

In parallel, the ZEEL Board approved the issuance
of 16.95 crorefully convertible warrantsto promoter group
entitiesat Rs 132 per warrant, which would rai se promoter
shareholding to 18.39%—a strong signal of internal
confidence and alignment with the company’s strategic
roadmap.

With investment bank J.P. Morgan guiding the
strategic blueprint, Zee's renewed digital focusreflectsits
intent to go beyond legacy broadcasting and become a
formidable player in India' sfast-growing OTT and media-
tech ecosystem.m

ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Ltd
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

INDIAN NEWS
BROADCASTERS
BATTLE LOSSES AMID
REVENUE DIVERGENCE

India’stop television news broadcasters—NDTYV, Zee
Media, and Network18—delivered a mixed financial
performancein FY2025, revealing the growing strain
on legacy media as they confront economic headwinds,
shifting ad spends, and digital disruption.

NDTYV led the year with a 25.7% rise in operating
revenue to Rs. 465 crore, driven by regional and global
initiatives like NDTV Marathi and NDTV World. Zee
Media'srevenuefell by 2.6%to Rs. 622 crore, largely dueto
a 3.8% drop in advertising income. Network18 registered
the steepest decline, with operating revenues taking a
significant hit, reflecting persistent advertiser caution and
fragmentation in viewer engagement.

Despite NDTV’s growth push, its net loss widened
toRs. 218 crorefrom Rs. 21 crorein FY 24. Executive Director
Sanjay Pugalia framed the year as one of “ambitious
reinvention,” laying the
groundwork for afuture-ready
network. Zee and Network18
also reported deepening
losses, highlighting broader
struggles in the news
broadcasting model.

Meanwhile, Zee
Entertainment EnterprisesLtd
(ZEEL) reported a surprise
1,304% jumpin Q4 profittoRs.
188 crore, driven by a 227%
spike in revenue from other
services. However, ad revenue
plunged 25% YoY to Rs. 838
crore, reflecting advertiser pullbacks even as subscription
revenue held steady.

On the global front, The Walt Disney Company
revealed a $300 million equity loss from its India JV with
Relianceinthefirst half of FY 2025. While Disney’soverall
revenues rose 7%, the India venture remains a financial
drag in the early stages of its restructuring.

The outlook for FY2026 hinges on cost
rationalisation, ad recovery, and digital pivot execution.l
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MEDIA FOCUS

SC RULING RAISES
RED FLAGS FOR
DIGITAL MEDIA

A recent Supreme Court verdict permitting both the
Centre and states to levy separate taxes on precedent
could pave the way for fresh levieson OTT platforms,

digital media, and even social networks—under the

umbrella of “entertainment” taxation.

Whiletherulingisrooted in pre-GST laws, the apex
court held that service tax (central) and entertainment tax
(state) are distinct and can coexist. However, legal and
industry voices argue that the decision could lead to
fragmented taxation and renewed policy uncertainty for
digital platforms, which were expected to operate under a
streamlined GST regime.

Rohit Jain, Managing Partner at Singhania & Co.,
criticized theverdict’sfoundational basis: “ The court seems

to have overlooked the legal
0%

and ‘ entertainments —termsthat
carry different legal weight. The
ruling could now be used by
states to justify new taxes on
OTT content or even social
media.”

Broadcast executives
share the anxiety. “With ad
revenues already under pressure and subscriber churn
rising, adding another unpredictable tax burden would hurt
broadcasters and digital content platforms alike,” said a
senior industry official.

Legal expertscaution that while GST subsumes most
indirect taxes, Entry 62 of the State List still allows statesto
regulate and tax entertainment through local bodies. SR
Patnaik, Partner at Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas, noted:
“This ruling constitutionally validates dual taxation—
especially when different aspects fall under separate
legislative powers. But it complicates compliance.”

Patnaik advised digital and OTT platformsto prepare
for jurisdiction-specific challenges. “How services are
classified and where they are consumed will now play a
critical rolein determining tax exposure.”

Several legal voicesarecalling for areview petition
to challenge theruling beforeit reshapes India sdigital tax
landscape.®
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OTT FOCUS

NETFLIX AND BALAIJI
TELEFILMS PACT FOR
DIVERSE INDIAN
STORYTELLING

Netflix has entered into a long-term creative
partnership with Balaji Telefilms.

Inasignificant devel opment for India s entertainment
industry, global streaming giant Netflix has entered into a
long-term creative partnership with Balgji Telefilms, the
content powerhouse |ed by Ekta K apoor. The collaboration
spans multiple formats, genres, and platforms, and will be
spearheaded by Balgji’sdivisions— Balgji Motion Pictures
and Balgji TelefilmsDigital.

This marks a renewed and strategic partnership
between two companies that have previously delivered
acclaimedtitleslike Kathal, Pagglait, Jaane Jaan, and Dolly
Kitty Aur Woh Chamakte Sitare.

The movesignals Netflix’s continued investment in
Indian content whilereaffirming Ekta
Kapoor's creative leadership in
shaping culturally resonant
narratives. With a history of setting
trends across television, cinema, and
OTT, Kapoor brings decades of
audience insight and innovation to
the table.

Monika Shergill, Vice-President, Content at Netflix
India, expressed excitement about the collaboration,” Ekta
has shaped Indian pop culture with stories that audiences
have loved for decades. Her instinct for tapping into the
emotional core of Indian viewers aligns perfectly with our
goal to serve diverse content to diverse audiences. This
collaboration marksapowerful new phasein our storytelling
journey.”

Ekta Kapoor, Joint Managing Director of Balgji
Telefilms, echoed the sentiment,” Storytelling isin our DNA.
Partnering with a platform like Netflix enables usto bring
compelling, rooted, and emotionally rich narrativesto atruly
global audience. This partnership allowsusto push creative
boundaries even further.”

Asboth partners gear up for aslate of fresh content,
this deal is poised to deliver high-impact storytelling that
bridges|ocal authenticity with global appea .®
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Al FOCUS

STREAMING PLATFORMS
TURN TO AI FOR
SCRIPTWRITING

OTT platforms are turning to Al -powered tools to
streamline creative workflows and reduce overheads.

Streaming platforms battle soaring production costs
and an insatiable demand for fresh content, many are quietly
turning to Al-powered toolsto streamline creative workflows
and reduce overheads.

No longer limited to audience recommendations or
subtitle generation, artificial intelligence is now entering
the heart of content creation— from scripting and dialogue
generation to visual design and virtual set creation.

Industry insiders reveal that popular generative Al
platforms like ChatGPT and Claude (developed by
Anthropic) are being actively used in scripting rooms and
pre-production stages. Thesetoolsassist writersin drafting
storylines, generating multiple dialogue variations,
enriching scene descriptions, and even mirroring thewriting
style of specific creators —
helping cut down the long
development cyclestraditionally
associated with high-quality
storytelling.

Al isn'tjustaiding writers.
Intherealm of visual production,
new toolsareallowing creatorsto
build storyboards and design
virtual sets without the need for
large physical studiosor location
shoots. Thisisparticularly game-
changing for smaller production houses, which now have
the ability to punch above their weight, slashing costs by
30-40%, according to some industry estimates.

Though adoptionisstill inthe early stages, thetrend
isunmistakable. Streaming giantsand boutique studiosalike
are integrating Al into various layers of production, from
ideation and localization to post-production VEX. With tight
timelines, growing content libraries, and global viewership
expectations, the cost-efficiency and creative flexibility
offered by Al are proving too valuable to ignore.

As this tech-human collaboration evolves, the next

blockbuster on your screen might just have been co-written
or co-designed by artificial intelligence.®
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MARKET REPORT

CHANNEL
SHOWDOWN: DTH VS
BROADCASTERS
HEATS UP

Tata Play and Airtel Digital TV have removed Sony and
Zee channelsfrom their base packs.

DTH operators TataPlay and Airtel Digital TV have
removed Sony and Zee channelsfrom their base packs over
disputesrelated to pricing and the new regul atory framework
under TRAI’'sSNTO 3.0.

The move has ignited industry-wide debate over
whether this tactic will help DTH players reclaim profit
margins—or drive frustrated subscribers toward OTT
platforms.

At the heart of the disagreement are the Reference
Interconnect Offers (RIOs) issued by broadcasters under
the New Tariff Order, leading to significant hikesin bouquet
prices. DTH platforms, already
grappling with shrinking ARPU
(average revenue per user),
high churn, and tight margins,
are pushing back. The removal
of popular channelsisaimed at
nudging users toward higher-
value packs while reducing
dependency on expensive
broadcaster bouquets.

However, experts
caution this could be a double-
edged sword. While trimming base packs might improve
short-term profitability, it also risksalienating price-sensitive
users, especially in rural and semi-urban markets. Many of
these users may either downgrade or disconnect entirely,
optinginstead for free DTH or OTT apps offering acheaper,
moreflexible experience.

Broadcasters too stand to lose. Being dropped from
base packs reduces passive reach, hurting both ad revenue
and brand recall, particularly for FTA channels dependent
on mass visibility. The Sony-Tata Play dispute has even
reached the Bombay High Court, with Rs 300 crorein dues
and subscription hikes at the core of the legal battle.

Airtel’squiet removal of Zee channels suggests more
such conflicts may be brewing.®
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MBS LAUNCHES 'FULL
SEASON' AFTER ACQUIRING
SES MEDIA OPS IN
GERMANY & UK

German communications
company MBS has acquired select
media service operations from SESin
Germany and the UK, and rebranded
the business as Full Season, a new
independent media services provider.
Effective July 1, 2025, the move
significantly expands MBS'sfootprint
beyond satelliteinfrastructureinto the
full mediaserviceschain.

Full Season will offer arange of

solutions including playout, content
management, IP distribution, VOD
delivery, and OTT services. The
acquisitionincludes 60 SES employees
and the Unterféhring facility near
Munich, ensuring continuity of service
and operations.

“This strengthens our position
as a service partner for Europe’s
broadcasters,” said Christian
Fleischhauer, Managing Director of
MBS. Qi Zhang-Holste added that the
acquisition brings “greater reliability

AMAZON LAUNCHES FAST
CHANNEL ON PRIME VIDEO
GERMANY WITH WURL
Amazon has partnered with
streaming specialist Wurl to launch a
new Free Ad-supported Streaming TV
(FAST) channel on Prime Video in
Germany. The channel, which debuted

wurl

on April 17, is part of Amazon’s
growing Live TV lineup and features
highlightsfrom eventslikeWimbledon,
alongside premium scripted titles and
major sports properties.

Wurl’s Global FAST Pass powers
theinitiative, helping Amazon deliver
linear-style, ad-supported content to
German and Austrian audiences. Titles
featured on the new channel include
Reacher, The Rings of Power, Fallout,
and Culpa Mia, as well as UEFA
Champions League coverage and
exclusivelocal originals.

PROSIEBENSAT.1 INKS
MAJOR CONTENT DEAL
WITH NBCUNIVERSAL

German media conglomerate
ProSiebenSat.1 has signed a
comprehensive multi-year content desl
with NBCUniversal Global TV
Distribution. The agreement gives
ProSiebenSat.1 accessto nearly 2,000
hours of NBCUniversal content,
including blockbuster films, iconic
series, and factual programming.

As part of the deal, new NBCU

MediaSE

premiere on platforms like Joyn,
ProSieben, and Sat.1. The agreement
also grants extended AVOD rights,
boosting Joyn’s premium ad-
supported content slate.

“Thisisawin for our audiences who
demand the best in global
entertainment,” said Henrik Pabst,
Chief Content Officer, ProSiebenSat. 1.

WARNER BROS. DISCOVERY
TO SPLITINTO TWO
SEPARATE MEDIA GIANTS

Azerion UK istackling oneof the
biggeswWarner Bros. Discovery (WBD)
has announced alandmark plan to split
the company into two separate,
publicly traded entities in a tax-free
transaction, reshaping its global media
business.

¢ Streaming & Studios will
encompass Warner Bros. TV,
Warner Bros. Motion Picture
Group, HBO, HBO Max, DC
Studios, and their extensive
libraries.

¢ Globa Networks will include
CNN, TNT Sports (US),
Discovery Channel, free-to-air
European channels, and digital
brands such as Discovery+ and
Bleacher Report.

CEO David Zaslav will lead the
Streaming & Studiosarm, whilecurrent
CFO Gunnar Wiedenfelswill take the
helm at Global Networks. The
restructuring aims to allow both
divisions to scale independently and
address distinct market opportunities

and geographic redundancy” to titles such as Jurassic World Rebirth  in streaming and traditional
MBS sofferings. and How to Train Your Dragon will ~ broadcast..®
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TATA PLAY'’S LOSSES
BALLOON IN FY25 DESPITE
DEBT REDUCTION

Tata Play reported a deeper
consolidated loss of Rs 529.43 crore
for FY 25, up from Rs 353.88 crore the
previous year. Operating revenue
declined by 5.15%to Rs4,082.5 crore,
whiletotal income stood at Rs4,109.3
crore. The DTH operator managed to
reduce its net debt by Rs 565 crore to
Rs 3,445.6 crore, reflecting improved
financial discipline.

However, lower ad spends and
tighter operational costs—down by
3%—weren't enough to counter
revenue pressure. The company
continues to face stiff competition
from rivals like Airtel Digital TV,
DishTV, and DD Free Dish. A proposed
merger with Airtel’s DTH arm was
recently called off, leaving Tata Play
to navigate its future independently.

ZEE TARGETS DOUBLING AD
REVENUES BY 2028 WITH
NEW PLAYBOOK

ZEE Entertainment haslaid out
an ambitious roadmap to double its
domestic ad revenueshby FY 28. After a
tough FY25 that saw ad income fall

11.4%to Rs.3,591 crore, the broadcaster
plansto rebound through adiversified
monetization strategy: building FTA
strength, boosting regional content,
scaling connected TV inventory, and
tapping into brand solutions using
data-driven storytelling.

With arenewed focuson digital
and rural markets, ZEE expects an 8—
10% uptick inad revenuein FY 26. The
company isalsolooking toincreaseits
overall TV viewership shareto 17.5%.

NETWORK18 OFFLOADS
DORMANT SUBSIDIARY
MEDIA18 FORRS 1 LAKH
Network18 has sold its entire
stakein Medial8 Distribution Services
Ltd. to Prakhar CommercialsPvt. Ltd.
for a token amount of Rs 1 lakh.
Medial8 had no operational activity or
significant assets in FY25 and
contributed virtually nothing to
Network18'searnings.
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The buyer has no links to
Network18's promoters, making thisa
straightforward, non-related party
transaction. The move allows
Network18 to streamlineits corporate
structure and focus on core business
areas.

ZEE PROMOTERS PUMP RS
2,237 CRTO BOOST
OWNERSHIP AND GROWTH

ZEE Entertainment’sboard has
greenlit a Rs 2,237.44 crore infusion
from its promoter group via issuance
of 16.95 crore convertible warrants at
Rs 132 each. Theinfusion isaimed at
fueling ZEE's strategic growth
ambitions and increasing promoter
shareholding to 18.39%.

J.PMorgan

This move, evaluated with
guidance from JP Morgan, comes as
ZEE focuses on a transformative
roadmap that includes ramping up

digital content, brand-led
monetization, and regional growth.

FLICK TV BAGS $2.3MTO
BUILD INDIA'S FIRST
MICRO-DRAMA PLATFORM

New-age OTT player Flick TV
hasraised $2.3 millionin seed funding
led by Stellaris Venture Partners,
alongside Gemba Capital and Titan
Capitd . Co-founded by Kushal Singhal
and Pratik Anand in early 2025, the
platform focuses on short-format
vertical storytelling designed for
mobile audiences.

>

Flick TV plans to scae across
regiona languages and build a creator-
led production ecosystem, inspired by
Chinas$7B micro-dramamarket. Theapp
istargeting India’ sQ00M + internet users,
especidly in Tier 2 and Tier 3 markets,
with cinematic, snackable storytelling
made for Gen Z and young adults.l
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Putting Technology in Place
~More Than- & MOtivating The Market
Satellite & Cable TV has earned an all pervasive reputation in the satellite and cable

TV industry. The entire satellite & cable community in India seeks out SCAT Magazine

_Years..._ as a must have ready reckoner. Be it the LCOs or MSOs, Satellite & Cable TV is
omnipresent as the only credible technology magazine with a high class editorial
content. While the editorial focuses on the latest trends in the satellite, broadband and
cable TV industry, Satellite & Cable TV also interfaces with the top management,
keeping the market up-to-date with the latest movers & shakers in the industry.

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine...

T

For advertising, please contact Geeta Lalwani:
Mob.: 91-9108208956 | Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com

312/313, A Wing, 3" Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059.
Tel.: +91-22-6216 5313 | www.scatmag.com

INDIA’S MOST RESPECTED TRADE MAGAZINE FOR THE
CABLE TV, BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY




DISH DOCTOR

Ask usany questionsor problemsfaced by you in the course of your
business. Our DI SH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical termswhere possible. The serviceis available free to our
readersand subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, AWing,3“Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

—400059. or

MEASURE VIEWERSHIP

Q: As a local cable operator, | often get asked by
advertiser sabout how wemeasur eviewer ship on cable TV
networ ks. With so much focuson ratingsin satelliteand
digital platfor ms, how isaudience measurement donefor
cable TV? Can LCOs play a role in making it more
accurate?

Srihari Gowda, L CO, Uttara Kannada
Ans.. That's atimely and important question. Audience
measurement for cable TV in India hastraditionally been a
grey area, especially compared to DTH and digital platforms
where user datais moretrackable. While organizationslike
BARC (Broadcast Audience Research Council) provide
national-level TV ratings, their sample homesinclude both
cable and DTH, but the depth of measurement in cable-
heavy areas, especially rural and semi-urban pockets, is
limited by infrastructure.

For cable TV, most MSOs and LCOs don't yet have
return path data capabilities, which means they can't track
real-timeviewing behavior. However, with therollout of digital
set-top boxes and headend upgrades, there is growing scope
for Return Path Data (RPD)—where anonymized viewership
datafrom set-top boxes can be collected, analyzed, and shared
with broadcasters and advertisers.

L COscan play akey roleby:
¢ Encouraging deployment of addressable set-top
boxes that support data capture.
¢ Partnering with M SOs or independent measurement
firmspiloting RPD in smaller clusters.
¢ Educating local advertisersabout the uniqueregiona
reach of cable networks even without precise TRPs.

The industry is also exploring hybrid models,
combining traditional sampling with tech-enabled smart
meters and STB data. The goal is to build a more
representative, scalable measurement ecosystem that
reflectsthefragmented Indian TV market.

Soyes, LCOscan definitely contributeto the next wave
of audienceanaytics—by going digital, collaborating on pilots,
and advocating for regiona viewership datainclusion.m
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I cHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

G-SAT 16 AT 55.0E
On 7th RT News has left 12514 H.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 11th SAM TV has started on
12682 H, FTA. On 17th Sony Max 1
has started on 3900 H, Videoguard.

ABS 2/2AAT 75 DEG E

On 7th News 24 has started on 3521
V, FTA. On 23rd Zee Bioskop and
DreamWorks Asia have left 12470 V.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E

On 10th Kantipur TV and Kantipur
Max have moved from 3657 H to 3639
H. On 14th Kantipur TV and Kantipur
Max have moved from 3639 H to 3657
H, FTA; Aruj TV and Filmax have left
3820 V. On 20th Kantipur TV and
Kantipur Max have left 3634 H.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 7th 22 Scope has started on
3856 H, FTA; Popcorn Movies has
left 3981 H. On 13th Bharatika TV
has replaced Chaubees x7 on 3896
H, FTA. On 17th Bflix Movies has
started on 3925 H, FTA. On 19th
Bflix+ Movies has left 3981 H. On
24th NB News has started on 3756
H, FTA; Pratham Khabar 24x7 has
left 4133 H. On 30th Brio TV has
started on 3805 H, FTA.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5DEGE

On 4th Warner TV Southeast Asia
has left 10772 V; EurosportAsia has
left 10892 V; Animal Planet
Southeast Asia has left 11022 V;
Food Network Asia has left 11182V,
DMAX Southeast Asia has left 11272
V. On 30th Sony Max 1 has replaced

India in the past month.

ABP Ganga on 12436 H, Irdeto;
Tehzeeb TV has left 12476 H.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15 / GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 5th Bharat Express and Pratham
Khabar 24x7 have started on 11510
V, FTA. On 13th Tabbar Hits,
Dabangg, Sandesh News, Punjabi
Hits and Argus News have started
on 11630V, FTA; Sharnam TV has
left. On 21st Onkar Only Truth TV
has started on 4176 H, FTA; Enrich
TV has left. On 25th Sandesh News
and Shemaroo Marathi Bana have
left 11510 H; Maiboli, EZMall and
Music Active have left 11590 H. On
27th SATHEE 1-7 have started on
11670 H, FTA; Digi Shala 25-64 have
left. On 28th Digi Shala 64 is back
on 11670 H, FTA. On 29th Jantantra
TV, News 18 Uttar Pradesh &
Uttarakhand, Sony Max 1 and
NFDC have started on 11590 H,
encrypted; Swayam Prabha 23-40
have replaced Digi Shala 7-24 on
11630 H, FTA; KITE VICTERS has
started on 11670 H, FTA.

SES 7/9/TELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E

World, TAP TV and ANC have started
on 12711 H, Conax; TAP Edge, Hits
and TAP Action Flix have left. On 29th
SBN International has started on
12461 H, Conax.

KOREASAT 5A/ PALAPA D AT 113
DEGE

On 10th SMNI News Channel,
Aljazeera English, TVE Internacional
Asia, TAP Action Flix, CNN
International Asia Pacific, Bloomberg
TV Asia, HBO Hits and HBO Family
Asia has started on 12270 V, Conax;
TeleRadyo Serbisyo, KBS World,
Cartoonito South East Asia, TAP TV,
Solar Flix, ANC and Travel Channel
Asia have left; KBS World, TAP TV,
ANC and TeleRadyo Serbisyo have
started on 12310 V, Conax; TAP
Action Flix, Hits, Aljazeera English
and SMNI News Channel.

THAICOM 4/ BANGABANDHU 1 AT
119.5DEGE

On 3rd Star News has started on
4680 H, FTA. On 7th Star News has
left 4680 H again.

LAOSAT 1AT 128.5DEG E

On 1stlzzah TV is back on 3620 H,
FTA; Madani TV has left 3778 V. On
10th INC TV, TAP Action Flix and
Macau Lotus TV have started on
12401 H, Conax; Cartoonito South
East Asia, TAP TV, KBS World,
ANC, Rock Action, HBO Hits and
HBO Family Asia have left; Rock
Action, HBO Hits and HBO Family
Asia have started on 12461 H,
Conax; Travel Channel Asia, Macau
Lotus TV,INCTV, FTV News, CTS,
LS Time Movie and Hollywood Movie
Channel have left. On 11th KBS

SATELLITE & CABLE TV 42

On 10th Lao ESTVand LNTV 1 have
started on 3651 V, FTA; Shemaroo
Bangla, Channel 5, LaoSat Movie 24
and Euro Bangla TV have left. On 13th
Channel 5 and Euro Bangla TV are
back on 3651V, FTA; Lao ESTV and
LNTV 1 have left again. On 16th
Shemaroo Bangla is back on 3651
V, FTA; Euro Bangla TV has left
again. On 18th LaoSat Movie 24,
Euro Bangla TV and Lao ESTV are
back on 3651V, FTA; Channel 5 has
left again. On 29th Euro Bangla TV
is back on 3651V, FTA.
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