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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

India’s broadcast and delivery ecosystem is
undergoing a profound shift as technology, regulation,
and consumer preferences reshape the market. Cable TV,
DTH, IPTV, and radio are all navigating different growth
curves, with data-driven consumption steadily
overtaking voice-led revenue streams in the broader
telecom sector.

In distribution, cable operators are resisting TRAI s
proposal to cut DTH platform fees, seeing it as potentially
destabilising ARPU and network investment cycles.
Meanwhile, TRAI has strengthened Digital Addressable
System (DAS) audit oversight, signaling tighter
compliance expectations for MSOs and LCOs.

Public broadcasting is receiving a Rs 2,540 crore
boost for Akashvani and Doordarshan upgrades, critical
in expanding reach, particularly in underserved regions.
DD Free Dish continues to strengthen its regional
portfolio, adding more South Indian channels to
consolidate its rural and low-income audience base.

Economically, DTH is seeing subscriber pressure,
while FM radio remains surprisingly resilient. At the
same time, India’s audience measurement landscape
could soon shift from a monopoly to a multi-agency
model, potentially unlocking more granular and
competitive ratings data.

On the OTT front, Netflix s blockbuster quarter and
raised annual guidance contrast with a wider industry
trend towards leaner content budgets, reflecting a
maturing streaming market.

The combined picture is clear: India’s broadcast
and delivery platforms are in transition,balancing
technology upgrades, evolving regulations, and shifting
audience dynamics. Stakeholders who adapt quickly,
invest in smarter infrastructure, and diversify
monetisation models will be best positioned for the next
growth phase.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)
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The Latest Update on Whats Happening

Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

HIAIEE ST % 21T @1 g 4
BT AT A7 T & 78T S T HI2S

ZEEL STICKS TO FY26 AD GROWTH HAR

GUIDANCE DESPITE WEAK Q1

® 1 P TENE S350 A facay 26
@ fog fasmm gfe ogam &t @em @

Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) has
maintained its full-year advertising growth forecast of 8%
for FY26, even as the company
reported a muted start to the year. Q1
FY26 total income fell 14% year-on-
year due to sluggish linear ad
spending, reduced FMCG outlays,
and the impact of an extended sports
calendar that diverted marketing
budgets. Cost discipline helped lift
net profit by 21%.

CEO Puneet Goenka told
investors that early signs from
consumption trends are
encouraging, though advertising recovery visibility
remains limited. “We will continue to work towards the
8% growth target we set at the start of the year,” he said.

$1-BILLION ICC RIGHTS DISPUTE
ESCALATES BETWEEN ZEEL AND JIOSTAR
The high-profile arbitration
between Zee Entertainment and JioStar
India (formerly Star India) over ICC cricket
broadcasting rights has intensified, with
JioStar increasing its damages claim to
USD 1.003 billion. The dispute centres on
a2022 alliance agreement in which JioStar
was to sub-license exclusive ICC Men’s
and U-19 global event TV rights (2024-2027) to ZEEL.

NDTV DROPS PLANS FOR GUJARATI
NEWS CHANNEL TO REFOCUS
RESOURCES

ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Ltd

* JioHotstar
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NDTYV has voluntarily surrendered its licence to UHsierdl
operate a Gujarati-language news and
current affairs channel, choosing
instead to channel resources toward
core business priorities. The Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting had
granted approval for NDTV Gujarati in
August 2023, but the channel had not

yet begun operations.
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The broadcaster said the decision is part of a YA § @l [ g2 Mg qReed g SAr Mag &
strategic review aimed at operational efficiency and ErfepTiers M @edt & Wy TfET B & 3299 7 0%

aligning investments with long-term growth objectives. o 85

The move is not expected to materially affect NDTV’s H”ﬁ&];[ 1 el % 139 % 1 . % T 21

revenue or profitability. FTUGHT W B T I S hl IEE H E |

SUN TV EXPANDS GLOBAL SPORTS g1 At 3 g@ fwdz o1 A gaw @ @y

PORTFOLIO WITH UK CRICKET AR gw wewifwar @ fawr fea

LEAGUE ENTRY T S Tedd, 37T AN 9 [hde d1S &l BIel Iy
Sun TV Network is expanding its presence in global fpdhe aferRifiten, 3 222 § v Fard § Fag &% aw

cricket by investing in a franchise in The .

Hundred, England and Wales Cricket e 3T5Fﬁ S 1 R B 7

Board’s short-format cricket competition. ¥ | ST § A5 2eTdrE AN e

The broadcaster, which already owns ST Bl Tq20 I WIEGW([ é{zﬁ P

SunRisers Hyderabad in the IPL and A &1 I T Tl 29 GATOIEAT T BT

SunRisers Eastern Cape in South Africa’s - . PN
SA20 loague, said the investment reflects Sun TV Network Limited & == faor swah Sefafo 2a aramm

its long-term sports business strategy. O 1 ST & |
The Hundred is a 100-ball-per-side tournament 3 232 UF 100 U g At ¥ B 9 adE @
designed to appeal to new audiences and boost cricket’s - @ 3 P ;% - o &

popularity in the UK. Sun TV sees the acquisition as a )
step toward building an international sports brand ST [l T % |7 2Tl 36 AR @l U AT

portfolio. T T YIS a1 i G § U dad AT & |
JIOSTAR SEES SUBSCRIPTION REVENUE REieRr @ aEditd 8 R geafipwE T
SURGE BEYOND IPL BOOST ] qi@ # IFE

JioStar India’s Q1 FY26 results highlighted robust e 2t & fad ad 26 @1 gedl EEr & Tdis
growth in subscription Y fefred A7 34 AT T

revenues across both digital
and TV, marking a shift toward
diversified monetisation. The
joint venture between Reliance
Industries and Disney India

AR T H 14 Jheg Bl
9T, ST e garmTo @l AT
% ST &1 Hbd & T&l
| e g2 S fewit 2z
credited the gains to “better & Hg?ﬂ TEH T 39 @9 B AT

monetisation and tighter cost : ' ‘e gzﬁao‘m AT HT @A
controls.” > JioHotstar ' _, { Frior 7 R | '

While IPL streaming T T T T o
has been a key driver, the % Abe BT F gdllrEMO
company said the rise in paid ’ ~

P & ATl ST 3T

users and recurring income . -
points to resilience beyond el o § ghg, TE ww

marquee sporting events. The strategy is aimed at reducing TSI A 97 Edelo Bl §52rT|'{T & 2 13 {U"—‘i fef el
dependence on advertising amid shrinking FMCG ad Tg9d F2d TR [ 5 3 el A § @
spends and continued cord-cutting in the TV market.H 2l 72T 2 dieT & ddg [Jeiod @ T sl e 1 e (|
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GOVT PULLS THE PLUG ON 25 OTT
PLATFORMS OVER OBSCENITY
CONCERNS

In one of the most sweeping actions against digital
obscenity in recent years, the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) has ordered the blocking of 25 over-
the-top (OTT) platforms and their associated mobile apps,
including Ullu, ALTT, and
Desiflix, for allegedly streaming
sexually explicit content without

adhering to regulatory AL‘F
compliance.

The bans, carried out
under emergency powers of the U

ULy
IT Act, were the result of

extensive inter-ministerial
consultations involving the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), Ministry of Women and
Child Development (MWCD), Ministry of Electronics and
IT (MeitY), Department of Legal Affairs (DoLA), industry
bodies like FICCI and CII, and experts in women’s and
child rights.

JIOSTAR'’S HYBRID STRATEGY AND CTV
BOOM DELIVER RECORD-BREAKING
QUARTER

JioStar Entertainment has reported its strongest
financial quarter on record, with Q1 FY26 revenues
hitting Rs. 11,222 crore and EBITDA
touching Rs.1,017 crore. CEO Kevin Vaz
attributed the stellar performance to a
combination of India’s biggest
cricketing spectacle — IPL25 — and
the company’s hybrid content
monetisation model spanning both
advertising-supported (AVOD) and
subscription-based (SVOD) streaming.

“IPL25 brought unprecedented reach,
engagement, and monetisation on both television and
digital. This is not only our most important quarter, it is

Desiji[}3¥

25 OTT PLATFORMS
BLOCKED

* JioHotstar
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also our biggest,” Vaz told investors on the Q1 earnings
call. He highlighted Connected TV (CTV) as a significant
driver, with adoption surging across urban and semi-
urban markets.

BAJARBATTU MEDIA DEBUTS WITH THREE-
DIMENSIONAL CONTENT PLAY

New-age digital media venture Bajarbattu Media has
officially launched, rolling out a three-channel content
strategy spanning current affairs,
entertainment, and sports.

LegaXy, the company aims to
deliver original, high-engagement & &
storytelling optimised for
YouTube’s mass reach.

The debut lineup includes
Bajarbattu Duniya (sharp geopolitical and current affairs
commentary), Bajarbattu Entertainment (pop culture, satire,
and trending topics with a comedic twist), and Bajarbattu
Sports.

ZEE EYES SPORTS COMEBACK, REVAMPS
AD SALES STRATEGY

Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd (ZEEL) is
reimagining its revenue playbook as television ad growth
stalls, with plans to re-enter the sports broadcasting space
after a seven-year hiatus. Chief Growth Officer Ashish
Sehgal said during a shareholder webinar that
the company is pivoting from pure TV airtime
sales to “complete customised solutions” for
advertisers.

These integrated campaigns will span
ZEES5’s premium SVOD service, ad-supported
streaming, and influencer-driven promotions,
with content tailored for multiple platforms
before transitioning to TV. “TV ad revenue
has been stagnating. It is all about creating opportunities
for advertisers beyond just inventory,” Sehgal said.

The sports re-entry will be gradual, with Zee aiming
to leverage its entertainment and digital strengths to support
live sports properties. B

e 2o pAJARBATTU
£ DUNIYA
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INDUSTRY FOCUS

BROADCAST &
DELIVERY PLATFORMS
IN TRANSITION
SNAPSHOT OF CABLE
TV, DTH, RADIO &

IPTV

India’s television and radio broadcasting ecosystem
continues to evolve, with digital delivery platforms and
legacy systems operating side-by-side in a highly
competitive and dynamic environment. This quarterly
update (ending March 31, 2025) offers a detailed
snapshot of key segments, including satellite television,
cable and DTH services, IPTV, FM and community
radio. Despite the maturity of some platforms, shifts in
subscriber bases, mergers, and updated channel counts
point toward a sector actively adapting to changing
viewer and listener preferences.

SATELLITE TELEVISION: 918 LICENSED
CHANNELS, 333 PAY-TV CHANNELS

As of March 31, 2025, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) has granted permission to 918
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Chart5.1- : TOTAL umber of Satellite TV channels permitted by MIB
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TABLE 5.2: PERMISSION-WISE NUMBER OF PERMITTED SATELLITE TV CHANNELS

Type of Permission Number of channels Remarks

Uplinking only 10 TV channels uplinked from India but
downlinked abroad only

Downlinking only 63 TV channels uplinked from abroad but
downlinked only in India

Both Uplinking 845 TV channels uplinked from India and

& downlinking also downlinked only in India

Total 918

private satellite TV channels for uplinking/downlinking. Of
these, 908 channels are currently available for downlinking
in India.

According to broadcaster filings under the amended
Tariff Order dated March 3,2017:

¢ 333 channels are classified as Pay-TV channels,
comprising:

¢ 232 SD (Standard Definition) channels

+ 101 HD (High Definition) channels

¢ The remaining downlinkable channels are
categorized as Free-to-Air (FTA).

CABLE TV SECTOR: 845 REGISTERED MSOS,
12 MAJOR OPERATORS
As of March 31, 2025, there are 845 Multi-System
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Chart5.2: Number of Pay and FTA channels available for
downlinking in India
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Chart 5.3 : Numbers of SD and HD satellite pay TV channels

361 362

400
350 1
300
250
200 -
150
100 4
50

® HD Channels

SD Channels

362 362 333

Source: As reported by pay broadcaster

Operators (MSOs) and | HITS operator registered with the
MIB.

¢ Of these, 11 MSOs and 1 HITS operator have a
subscriber base exceeding 1 million.
¢ The detailed subscriber figures for these major
operators are provided in Annexure 5.2 and
summarized in Table 5.6.
This segment remains vital for content distribution,
especially in semi-urban and rural markets, although growth
has plateaued in the face of rising OTT consumption.
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TABLE 5.4: GENRE WISE ANALYSIS OF PAY CHANNELS

S.No. Genre Number of channels
1 General Entertainment 104
2 Movies 65
3 News and Current Affairs 60
4 Sports 36
5 Kids 24
6 Infotainment 23
7 Music 16
8 Devotional 04
9 Miscellaneous 01

Total 333
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TABLE 5.5: BROADCASTER WISE NUMBER OF PAY CHANNELS AS REPORTED TO TRAI

S.No. Name of Broadcaster Number of channel (s)
1. Star India Private Limited 103
2. Zee Entertainment Enterprises Limited 43
3. SUN TV Network Limited 31
4. Culver Max Entertainment Private Limited 23
5. Network 18 Media & Investment Limited 18
6. Eenadu Television Private Limited 14
7. Zee Media Corporation Limited 14
8. Discovery Communications India 14
9. Bennett, Coleman & Company Limited 12
10. IN 10 Media Private Limited 3
11. Kalaignar TV Pvt Limited 6
12. Mavis Satcom Limited 4
13. Raj Television Network Limited 6
14. Polimer Media Private Limited 1
15. Tarang Broadcasting Company Limited 5
16. TV Today Network Limited 2
17. Warner Media India Private Limited 4
18. Celebrities Management Pvt Limited 4
19. New Delhi Television Limited 2

20. Sarthak Music Private Limited 3
21. Silverstar Communications Limited 3
22. AETN 18 Media Pvt Limited 2
23, BBC Global News India Private Limited 2
24. MSM World Wide Factual Media Private Limited 2
25. CSL Info Media Private Limited 1
26. Direct New Private Limited 2
27. Fame Media Private Limited 1
28. Independent News Service Pvt Limited 1
29. IBN Lokmat News Private Ltd 1
30. Information TV Private Limited 1
31 Lifestyle and Media Broadcasting Limited 1
32. Sidharth Broadcasting Private Limited 1
33. Suryansh Broadcasting Private Limited 1
34, Zee Akaash News Private Limited 1
35. Zoom Entertainment Network Limited 1
Total 333
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TABLE 5.6: SUBSCRIBER BASE OF MAJOR MSOS/HITS OPERATORS AT THE END OF MARCH,
2025 (MORE THAN ONE MILLION SUBSCRIBERS)

Total Active Subscriber Base
(includes subscribers who have
SI. No. Name of the operator been inactive or temporarily suspended

for not more than last 90 days)

1 GTPL Hathway 88,609,417

2 Hathway Digital Ltd. 49.44,554

3 Siti Networks Ltd. 45,21,927

4 Thamizhaga Cable TV Communication Ltd. 38,42,722

5 Kerala Communicators Cable Ltd 38,19,635

6 Den Networks Ltd. 29,11,502

7 NXT Digital Ltd. (HITS operator) 21,93,194

8 KAL Cables 18,16,864

9 VK Digital 14,86,899

10 Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable TV 14,74,117

11 Fastway Transmission Pvt. Ltd 12,64,161

12 NXT Digital Ltd 12,10,268

DTH SECTOR: 56.92 MILLION ACTIVE
SUBSCRIBERS, MINOR DECLINE

The Indian pay DTH segment comprises four active
service providers (see Annexure 5.3). As of March 31, 2025:

¢ The active DTH subscriber base stands at 56.92
million, reflecting a decline from 58.22 million in
December 2024.

¢ This figure does not include subscribers of DD Free
Dish, India’s free-to-air DTH platform operated by
Doordarshan.

IPTV SERVICES: NICHE BUT PRESENT
While IPTV remains a niche service in India, certain
operators continue to offer it in specific urban clusters.

¢ Operator-wise details of currently operational IPTV
services are available in Annexure 5.4.

¢ The IPTV model may see renewed interest as
broadband penetration deepens and hybrid
bundles become more common.
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A LIST OF IPTV OPERATORS IS ATTACHED AS ANNEXURE 5.4.

S. No. Name of IPTV Operator Total Active Subscriber Base
as on March 2025
1 M/s Andhra Pradesh State Fibernet Ltd (APSFL) 5,21,647
2 Bharti Airtel Ltd. 2,00,747
3 Fastway Transmission Pvt. Ltd. 21,826
4 M/s City Online Media Pvt. Ltd 13,784
S M/s E2 Info Solutions 1,998
6 M/s Wi-bro Solutions Pvt. Ltd 1,820
7 M/s V.K. Digital Network Pvt. Ltd 2,193
8 M/s Meghbela Cable & Broadband
Service Pvt. Ltd. 912
9 M/s Hathway Digital Ltd. 177

PRIVATE FM RADIO: CONSOLIDATION IN
PROGRESS, REVENUES DECLINE

India’s private FM radio landscape, as of March 31,
2025, includes:

¢ 388 operational private FM radio channels across
113 cities

¢ These are operated by 33 private FM radio
companies, following the recent merger of six FM
channels into South Asia FM Ltd.

Notably, advertising revenue reported for the quarter
stood at Rs 466.63 crore, down from Rs 500.11 crore in the
previous quarter (Dec 2024), highlighting a temporary dip
in ad spend.

COMMUNITY RADIO: 531 STATIONS AND
GROWING

Community Radio continues to grow as a hyper-
local broadcasting tool:

¢ AsofMarch 31,2025, 531 community radio stations
are operational across India.

This segment remains essential for last-mile
connectivity, civic information, and community
engagement—especially in remote and underserved
regions. B
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DRCOM LAUNCHES
INTELLI-POE
SWITCHES WITH
BUILT-IN AI FOR
SMARTER NETWORKS

As enterprise networks grow more complex and data-
heavy, the demand for intelligent, reliable, and flexible
connectivity solutions is at an all-time high. Rising to
the challenge, DRCOM has introduced its new Intelli-
PoE series, a cutting-edge range of AI-powered Power
over Ethernet (PoE) switches built to enhance uptime,
optimize power delivery, and streamline deployments
for IP surveillance, VoIP, and wireless infrastructure.
With intelligent features like auto-recovery, extended
PoE range, and traffic isolation, all wrapped in rugged
hardware, DRCOM’s Intelli-PoE series sets a new
standard for smart switching in modern network
environments.

DRCOM has officially announced the launch of its
innovative Intelli-PoE series, a comprehensive family of Al-
enhanced Power over Ethernet (PoE) switches. This new
lineup is designed to meet the rigorous demands of modern
IP security, VoIP, and wireless network deployments.

ENGINEERED FOR PERFORMANCE AND
FLEXIBILITY
The Intelli-PoE series offers a robust and intelligent
solution for businesses of all sizes, engineered for
exceptional performance and stability.
¢ Versatile Configurations: Available in models ranging
from 4 to 24 ports to suit various deployment scales.
¢ High-Speed Connectivity: The
portfolio includes both Fast
Ethernet (10/100Mbps) and
full Gigabit (10/100/
1000Mbps) models. Many
models also feature Gigabit
and SFP fiber uplink ports for
high-speed, non-blocking connections to the core
network.
¢ Robust Power Delivery: With generous power
budgets of up to 250W, the switches fully support
IEEE 802.3af/at standards. This allows them to
reliably power multiple high-draw devices, such as
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PTZ cameras and 802.11ac/ax wireless access points.

A NEW STANDARD WITH AI-DRIVEN
FEATURES
What truly distinguishes the Intelli-PoE series is its
integrated suite of Al-driven functionalities.
¢ Al Watchdog: This key feature constantly monitors
connected devices and will automatically power-
cycle any port with a
non-responsive device,
significantly reducing
network downtime.
¢ Extend Mode: With a
single keypress, users
can enable PoE and data
transmission up to 250
meters, surpassing the
standard 100-meter
Ethernet limitation for
greater installation
flexibility.
¢ Enhanced Security: A
one-key VLAN isolation
feature helps to prevent
broadcast storms and
segregate traffic,
boosting overall
network security.

BUILT FOR RELIABILITY

Housed in durable metal enclosures, the DRCOM
Intelli-PoE series is designed for a wide range of operating
temperatures, ensuring reliability. By integrating intelligent,
automated management with robust hardware, DRCOM is
redefining what businesses can expect from their network
infrastructure.

AVAILABILITY
The Intelli-PoE series is now available through
website www.dr-com.com & authorized distributors.
¢ 4 Port 10 100Mbps POE Switch (4+2)
4 Port Full Gigabit POE Switch (4+2)
8 Port 10 100Mbps POE Switch (8+2)
8 Port Full Gigabit POE Switch (8+2)
8 Port Full Gigabit POE Switch (8+2+2)
16 Port 10 100Mbps POE Switches (16+2+1)
16 Port Full Gigabit POE Switch (16+2+2)
24 Port 10 100MBps POE Switch (24+2+1)
24 Port Full Gigabit POE Switches (24+2+2) &
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SYSTEMATIC INDUSTRIES
UNVEILS DURAFIBER:
ADVANCED OPTICAL
FIBER CABLES FOR THE

NEXT-GEN NETWORK ERA

Systematic Group, renowned for its legacy in steel wire
transformation and protective coatings, marks a
strategic expansion into digital infrastructure with
DURAFIBER, a high-performance range of Optical
Fiber Cables (OFC) engineered for tomorrow’s hyper-
connected world.

Building on over 20 years of manufacturing
excellence, Systematic’s entry into OFC leverages its core
strengths in materials science, precision engineering, and
quality assurance. The company’s advanced facilities, with
a monthly production capacity of 10,000 km, feature next-
gen sheathing technologies for scalable, high-precision
output.

DURAFIBER’S PRODUCT RANGE INCLUDES:
¢ Unitube cables (up to 12F) with embedded strength
members
¢ Multitube cables with central strength members

¢ Armoured and unarmoured variants for varied
deployment needs

Each cable is designed for low attenuation, high
tensile strength, and
resilience in demanding
environments, making them
ideal for long-haul, last-mile,
and FTTx applications.

As 5G, smart cities,
and digital ecosystems
evolve, DURAFIBER stands
ready to deliver reliable,
high-speed connectivity
with superior durability and
performance.

With a strong
distribution network across Southeast Asia, Africa, Europe,
and the Middle East, Systematic ensures global reach with
timely delivery and consistent quality.

Discover the complete DURAFIBER range at
www.systematicltd.com.H
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BEATING THE
GIANTS: THE LCO
PLAYBOOK TO WIN
AGAINST TELCOS

Telcos win on scale, but LCOs win on trust, speed,

and community. With Dabba Network’s tools and

model, they can outsmart the giants and own the
customer relationship.

To help Local Cable Operators
truly compete with Jio & Airtel, the
approach has to be more than
matching prices or speeds. Telcos
operate on scale, bundling and
massive resources. LCOs, on the
other hand, have proximity, trust, and
agility on their side, the advantages
that can win if used strategically.

The first step is shifting the
mindset from simply selling the
internet to owning the customer
relationship. LCOs are already
embedded in their communities. They know the local
shopkeepers, the families, the schools. This intimacy
allows them to offer something Jio or Airtel can’t:
personalized service with a human face. When a
customer’s connection goes down, they want it fixed in
hours, not after a call-center ticket gets escalated. By
leaning into local presence, LCOs can create loyalty that’s
immune to pure pricing wars.

Infrastructure is another battleground. Alone, an
LCO’s capex budget is limited. But by pooling the
resources, sharing backhaul, peering bandwidth, and
even co-owning high-capacity wireless gear, the LCOs
can lower costs while expanding reach. Excess capacity
can be monetized through bandwidth marketplaces,
turning what used to be idle network time into revenue.

Technology adoption is critical. Low cost last-
mile solutions like hybrid fiber-laser systems and
automated billing tools can close the operational
efficiency gap with Telcos. Combined with superior
customer service, token-based incentive programs just
like Jio Coins, LCOs can attract outside capital and reward
early customers for their loyalty and referrals.

Dabba
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LCOs can also play offense by bundling services
differently like regional OTT partnerships, hyper-local
news and events, and perks tied to neighborhood
businesses. Unlike Telco’s generic national bundles,
these offerings feel tailor-made. Finally, speed-to-market
is the LCO’s hidden weapon. They can test and roll out
new services in days, while corporate giants take
months. That agility, combined with the right tech and
community focus, can let an LCO outmaneuver Telcos.
Not by being bigger, but by being smarter and closer to
the customer.

This is exactly where Dabba Network steps in.
We’re building the tools, infrastructure, and economic
model that let LCOs operate like a next-gen ISP without
losing their local edge. From plug and play high speed
routers to automated billing and a blockchain-based
bandwidth marketplace, Dabba enables LCOs to expand
coverage, cut costs, and tap into new revenue streams.
With tokenized incentives for deployment and usage,
every stakeholder from the LCO to the end-user has skin
in the game. In short, Dabba Network isn’t just helping
LCOs survive in the age of Jio and Airtel; we’re arming
them to win.

Dabba is how LCOs turn the tables on the
telcos. W

Contact:

Partner with us: +91-8073679109
Email: partner@dabba.com
Visit us: https://dabba.com/
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Contact:

Partner with us: +91-8073679109
Email: partner@dabba.com
Visit us: https://dabba.com/
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INDIA’'S TELECOM MARKET
IN 2024-25:
DATA RULES, VOICE
STALLS

India’s telecom industry has reached an inflection
point. The sector is no longer defined by the raw
addition of subscribers but by the deepening of digital
engagement.

The 2024-25 financial year saw robust growth in
broadband connections, soaring data consumption, and
rising average revenue per user (ARPU). Yet, total subscriber
numbers barely moved, hinting at a market that’s shifting
from expansion to consolidation.

BROADBAND DRIVES THE STORY

Internet subscriptions grew 1.54% to 969.10 million,
driven largely by a 2.17% increase in broadband users to
944.12 million. Narrowband connections, once a staple of
rural access, fell sharply by 17.66%. This aligns with global
trends and low-speed connectivity is quickly giving way to
more bandwidth-intensive services.

Urban areas remain the primary hub for internet
adoption, but rural wireless internet usage is catching up,
accounting for over 407 million subscribers.

2024-25 § HRAM
qEUR 9GR8 S &l
gielgTe, drag § SEd

URd @1 graaN JEIT U@ TeEgu Ag W g
AT 8139 &7 @ TeAH & TSl B gedl aer
q 78, afew fefee qgra & sg & &1

fafea ad 2024-25 ¥ FfEdE BT § Faed ghg
T %, 22 TI9A § el AN IRl SRRt A e (TH)
Y gig 1 T B | g Tl bl T § @ e el g,
forr et gaan & o a forar & udhenT &1 3 98 TR E |
FEE B A FHRIT 3 Frs9S

Fee AATGWH 1.55% deH? 969.10 Fferm &
T e i BT AT SHENTERATE d F@ § 2.17%
@l g AT 944.12 WA @& ghs B IEE &faeH, S
HAT T & F 9ga BT AN S 4, § a1 e s
% |9 v BNl & ATET & AT FH AN ATl e
T A A ISR Ted HAH wl W & 6 ¢ |

9TET &7 32T UM &l W &5 a7 8Y €, ik
T T 3272 &1 SUarT 1 ¢ 721 &, STel 407 Mferas
7 3w M € |

Composition of Internet subscription as on 31st March, 2025

4.27%

95.22%

0.51%

M Wired
" Fixed wireless
Mobile wireless
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Number of Telephone Subscribers (in million)
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THE DATA BOOM CONTINUES

Wireless data usage surged by 17.46% to a
staggering 2,28,779 petabytes, powered by video streaming,
gaming, and fintech adoption. ARPU rose 16.89% to Rs
174.46, with prepaid services leading the charge.

The economics of data are shifting too. The average
revenue per gigabyte now stands at Rs 8.97, indicating that
while data is still affordable by global standards, operators
are finding ways to monetise usage more effectively.

117234

533.90

ST g9 A ?

Jifzar W, AT 9 ed SO T AT 32T &
TUAT 17 .46 %6 TG 2,28,779 ULTAEH N THIIF 16 .89%
TehT 174 .46 B & T &, o 9T Jaq 31 T |

22 H FIAET 0T FEd 72T 2 |9 AranEe s
TS 3 8.97 B ¥, A1 ST & {oh afvaes qai & oo
T 327 91 9T Tl 2, wiichd AT 39 35T o STe]
Ul &7 F FA1E HIA & il ET 2 ¢ |

Trend of Tele-density
Tele-density (%)
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SNAPSHOT (DATA AS ON 31ST MARCH, 2025)

Telecom Subscribers (Wireless+Wireline)

Total Subscribers 1,200.80 Million
% change over the previous year 0.13%

Urban Subscribers 666.11 Million
Rural Subscribers 534.69 Million
Market share of Private Operators 91.47%

Market share of PSU Operators 8.53%
Tele-density 85.04%

Urban Tele-density 131.45%

Rural Tele-density 59.06%

Wireless Subscribers
Wireless (Mobile) Subscribers

1,156.99 Million

Wireless (5G FWA) Subscribers

6.77 Million

Total Wireless (Mobile+5G FWA) Subscribers

1,163.76 Million

% change over the previous year

-0.15%

Urban Subscribers 632.57 Million
Rural Subscribers 531.18 Million
Market share of Private Sector Operators 92.09%
Market share of Public Sector Operators 7.91%
Tele-density 82.42%
Urban Tele-density 124.83%
Rural Tele-density 58.67%

No. of total Public Mobile Radio Trunk Services (PMRTS) 67,023

No. of Very Small Aperture Terminals (VSAT) 243,663
Wireline Subscribers

Total Wireline Subscribers 37.04 Million
% change over the previous year 9.62%

Urban Subscribers 33.54 Million
Rural Subscribers 3.50 Million
Market share of Private Operators 72.13%
Market share of PSU Operators 27.87%
Tele-density 2.62%

Rural Tele-density 0.39%

Urban Tele-density 6.62%

No. of Public Call Office (PCO) 10,185
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Service wise composition of Adjusted Gross Revenue for the year
2024-25

i ILD, 1.96%

H NLD, 7.92%

H ISP, 6.25%

E Access,
83.65%

SUBSCRIBER GROWTH PLATEAUS

Total telephone subscribers reached 1,200.80 million,
up just 0.13% from the previous year. Wireless subscriptions
dipped slightly to 1,163.76 million, while wireline
connections grew nearly 10% to 37.04 million driven by
fibre-to-the-home (FTTH) demand in both metros and
smaller cities.

Fixed broadband is emerging as a serious revenue
driver and enterprises, remote workers, and content-heavy
households are all investing in high-speed wired
connections.

REVENUE UP, INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURES

The sector’s gross revenue climbed 10.72% to Rs
3,72,097 crore, while adjusted gross revenue (AGR) grew
by 12.02%. Pass-through charges declined, hinting at
greater operational efficiencies and changing
interconnection dynamics.

WHAT'S NEXT?

TRAI’s numbers make one thing clear, the telecom
market’s future lies in quality, not quantity. As subscriber
saturation approaches, operators will need to differentiate
on service reliability, speed, and bundled offerings.

With 5G rollouts gathering pace and fibre networks
expanding, the next year could see India’s telecom industry
shift from being a price-led market to a service-led one.H
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INDUSTRY WORKSHOP

TRAI STRENGTHENS
DAS AUDIT OVERSIGHT

A workshop to improve compliance for DAS auditors.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
has stepped up efforts to enhance transparency and
compliance in the television broadcasting distribution sector
by hosting a dedicated workshop for its empanelled Digital
Addressable Systems (DAS) auditors.

Held at TRAI’s headquarters in New Delhi, the day-
long session brought together 43 empanelled auditors along
with key broadcasting industry stakeholders. The event
served as a knowledge-sharing platform where participants
discussed audit challenges, shared best practices, and
explored ways to align audit outcomes more closely with
both technical and commercial
requirements.

Under current regulations, all
distributors of television channels are
required to undergo an annual audit
of their Subscriber Management
Systems (SMS), Conditional Access
Systems (CAS), and related
infrastructure. These audits must be
conducted by TRAI-empanelled
auditors or Broadcast Engineering Consultants India Limited
(BECIL).

A CALL FOR RIGOROUS OVERSIGHT

“TRAT’s objective is to create a fair and equitable
environment for all the stakeholders. Our regulatory
measures aim to maintain a balanced approach among diverse
stakeholders, while keeping the consumers at the forefront,”
said Shri Anil Kumar Lahoti, Chairman of TRAI.

Highlighting the auditors’ role in upholding
transparency, Lahoti added, “The audit, by empanelled
auditors, is necessary to ensure that the systems deployed
by a DPO conform to the technical requirements as
prescribed. Empanelled auditors must function not merely
as technical reviewers but as guardians in enforcing
transparency, accuracy, and accountability.”

INDUSTRY-DRIVEN INITIATIVE

The workshop was organised in response to
repeated industry requests for periodic training of auditors.
Sessions featured presentations by BECIL, leading audit
firms, and other stakeholders, focusing on strengthening
the technical and procedural aspects of audits.H
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CABLE TV INDUSTRY
PUSHES BACK ON
TRAI'S DTH FEE CUT
PROPOSAL

AIDCF says move would distort competition, threaten
livelihoods, and weaken digital inclusivity goals.

The battle lines between India’s cable and DTH
sectors have sharpened after the All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF) urged the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB) to reject a Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) proposal that would slash the
Direct-to-Home (DTH) licence fee from 8% to 3%.

In a strongly worded submission, AIDCF warned
that the fee reduction would tilt the already uneven playing
field further in favour of DTH operators, a sector that,
despite slower subscriber growth in recent years, enjoys
long-term structural advantages such as free administrative
allotment of satellite spectrum.

SPECTRUM VALUE AT STAKE

According to AIDCF’s estimates, the spectrum
allocated to DTH players without auction would have cost
around Rs. 45,000 crore over 20 years if sold in the open
market. Historically, a 10% levy on Adjusted Gross Revenue
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# airtel

digital TV
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(AGR) was seen as partial compensation for this benefit,
later brought down to 8%. The federation argues that a
further cut would erode that balance entirely.

TRANSPARENCY CONCERNS

AIDCEF also criticised TRAI’s consultation process,
claiming that the regulator’s January 2023 paper made no
mention of a licence fee reduction, depriving stakeholders
of the chance to present counter-arguments before the
recommendation was issued.

ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT IMPACT

The federation painted a bleak scenario if the
proposal is accepted , warning of large-scale shutdowns
among India’s 880 Multi System Operators (MSOs) and 1.6
lakh Local Cable Operators (LCOs), which together sustain
nearly 10 lakh direct jobs. The fallout, AIDCF said, would
not only hit livelihoods but also risk slowing broadband
proliferation and disrupting affordable digital access in rural
and semi-urban markets.

SECTOR DYNAMICS

DTH operators, backed by deep-pocketed
promoters and pan-India satellite coverage, have been
chipping away at cable’s subscriber base. Industry analysts
note that regulatory advantages, aggressive bundling, and
exclusive content partnerships have further shifted the
competitive equation, a shift that AIDCF now fears could
become irreversible if the licence fee cut goes through.

The federation has called on MIB to preserve
regulatory parity, stating: “We earnestly request that the
proposed reduction or waiver be rejected to safeguard fair
competition and sectoral stability.” B
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AUDIENCE MEASUREMENT

INDIA MAY MOVE
FROM A MONOPOLY TO
A MULTI-AGENCY
MEASUREMENT
MARKET

Proposed MIB reforms could transform TV ratings, but
only if the transition is managed with precision.

India’s television audience measurement ecosystem,
the foundation on which billions of rupees in advertising
and programming decisions rest is on the cusp of its most
significant policy shift in a decade. The Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) has released draft
amendments to the 2014 Policy
Guidelines for Television Rating
Agencies in India, opening them
for public consultation.

At the heart of the
proposal is a push to make the
system more accurate,
competitive, and reflective of the
way Indians consume media today is a hybrid mix of
traditional television, streaming platforms, and time-shifted
viewing.

BREAKING BARC’'S MONOPOLY

For nearly a decade, the Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC) has held the exclusive mandate
to produce India’s official television ratings. While it has
built a substantial measurement panel and national
infrastructure, BARC has faced persistent criticism over
transparency, sample representation, and methodology. The
government’s draft signals a willingness to open the market
to new players — potentially ending the reliance on a single
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datasets. But they also warn of short-term risks, chief among
them, data fragmentation.

WHAT COULD CHANGE

The draft amendments point towards a multi-agency
structure, with stricter certification rules, conflict-of-interest
safeguards, and independent audits. New entrants would
have to meet higher standards for sampling, methodology,
and transparency, while incumbents would be subject to
greater scrutiny.
By introducing competition, the government hopes to:

¢ Reduce dependency on a single ratings provider.

¢ Encourage innovation in measuring cross-platform
and hybrid viewing.

¢ Increase advertiser and broadcaster confidence in
TRP data.

GLOBAL LESSONS IN AUDIENCE
MEASUREMENT

In the UK, BARB — though still the primary ratings
body, outsources and re-tenders its measurement contracts
periodically, ensuring service providers remain competitive
and accountable. The US market offers multiple validated
sources such as Nielsen, Comscore, and CIMM initiatives,
blending panel and big data to improve accuracy. Australia’s
OzTAM and Regional TAM show how governance can be
structured to serve distinct market segments while
maintaining industry trust.

These examples suggest that a “single currency” for
ad trading can coexist with multiple data providers, as long
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as standards are enforced and governance remains
independent.

IMPLICATIONS FOR STAKEHOLDERS

Broadcasters will gain access to richer, potentially
more granular data, helping refine programming and
monetisation strategies. However, the early stages may see
conflicting ratings from different agencies, making ad sales
negotiations more complex.

Adpvertisers and media agencies stand to benefit from
cross-verifying campaign performance with multiple
datasets, but will need to agree on a primary currency to
avoid planning inefficiencies.

New measurement agencies have a rare opportunity
to enter a high-impact market, but will need to invest heavily
in methodology, compliance, and technology to win
credibility. The regulator will have to balance competition
with market stability, ensuring the transition does not disrupt
trading norms or lead to manipulation of data.

MANAGING THE RISKS
For the reforms to succeed, the MIB and industry
will need to put guardrails in place:
¢ Certifying agencies based on strict technical and
governance criteria.
¢ Mandating independent audits and public disclosure
of core methodology.
¢ Defining a transitional
“primary currency” for ad
trading until the market
stabilises.
¢ Encouraging hybrid "'_ﬁ
measurement pilots that
combine panel data with
census-level digital
metrics.

THE BOTTOM LINE

India’s TRP revamp is more than a policy tweak, it’s
a potential reengineering of how the country measures media
audiences. Done right, it could restore trust in ratings,
stimulate competition, and future-proof the system for the
streaming era. Done poorly, it risks fragmenting the market,
confusing advertisers, and destabilising revenue flows.

For now, all eyes are on how the MIB responds to
industry feedback and whether India can pull off the delicate
balancing act of moving from a single-provider monopoly
to a resilient, multi-vendor ecosystem without losing the
credibility and stability that ratings data must deliver.®
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OTT REPORT

NETFLIX RAISES FULL-
YEAR GUIDANCE AFTER

BLOCKBUSTER QUARTER

Streaming giant credits hit content, ad-tier momentum,
and FX gains for revised $45.2B forecast.

Netflix has delivered another earnings beat,
underscoring its ability to turn cultural phenomena into
financial results. The streamer posted $11.08 billion in
revenue and $3.1 billion in net income for the quarter ended
June 2025, outpacing analyst expectations and prompting
management to lift its full-year revenue guidance to as high
as $45.2 billion. Earnings per share rose to $7.19.

The upbeat forecast reflects a confluence of
tailwinds, a strong U.S. dollar, sustained global engagement,
and growing adoption of its ad-supported subscription tier.
While Netflix’s revenue growth has slowed compared to its
pandemic-era surge, the company has shifted its strategy
toward maximising monetisation from its vast subscriber
base rather than chasing subscriber volume at any cost.

CONTENT ONCE AGAIN TAKES THE CROWN
Driving this quarter’s performance was the final
season of Squid Game, which drew an extraordinary 122
million views within two weeks of release, cementing its
place as the most-watched non-English-
language title in Netflix history.

AD-SUPPORTED TIER GAINS
TRACTION

Netflix’s ad-supported plan
continues to expand its share of new
sign-ups. While ad sales remain a modest
portion of total revenue, the segment is
seeing steady growth, aided by
partnerships with major brands and the
ability to offer targeted campaigns at scale.

DISCIPLINED GROWTH AND PROFITABILITY
FOCUS

Analysts note that Netflix’s results reflect a
disciplined approach to content spend and market
expansion.

The stronger dollar added a currency translation
benefit to international earnings, further bolstering reported
revenue. Still, the company emphasised that its long-term
growth hinges on sustainable engagement and
monetisation rather than macroeconomic boosts.l
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MARKET REPORT

DD FREE DISH EXPANDS
REGIONAL REACH WITH
ENHANCED SOUTH
INDIAN CHANNEL LINEUP

Government initiatives boost regional language
representation and widen audience base across
Southern India.

The government is actively enhancing the regional
diversity of Doordarshan’s free-to-air Direct-To-Home
(DTH) platform, DD Free Dish,
with a focused push to increase
South Indian language content.
These measures aim to provide
greater access to public
broadcasting in Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, and Malayalam-
speaking regions, reflecting a
strategic priority to strengthen
inclusivity and reach
underserved markets.

Union Minister of State for I&B and Parliamentary
Affairs, Dr. L. Murugan, shared details in the Lok Sabha.

STRATEGIC INCLUSION THROUGH RESERVED
SLOTS AND SIMPLIFIED NORMS

Key steps include reserving dedicated slots for
South Indian language channels in the 2025 e-auctions of
the DD Free Dish platform and easing eligibility criteria to
encourage broader participation from private broadcasters
in southern states. The move follows an upward trajectory
in DD Free Dish’s reach, which expanded from approximately
33 million households in 2018 to an estimated 49 million by
2024, according to industry data.

BROADENING THE SOUTH INDIAN
FOOTPRINT

In recent auctions, the platform allocated specific
slots for Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam channels,
facilitating greater linguistic and cultural representation.

IMPLICATIONS FOR BROADCASTERS AND
VIEWERS

The government’s proactive stance is expected to
catalyse more robust participation from private broadcasters
in South India, incentivizing investments in regional content
production and distribution. H
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RTL GROUP EXPANDS
STREAMING BASE, SHRINKS
LOSSES DESPITE
ADVERTISING WEAKNESS
RTL Group grew its streaming
subscriber base by 15.3% year-on-year
to 7.2 million in H1 2025, helping
streaming revenue climb 27% to €235
million. Losses from streaming start-
up operations fell by more than half to
€34 million, driven by rising paid
memberships, higher subscription
pricing in Germany, and stronger
advertising sales on RTL+ (Germany)
and M6+ (France). Group revenue fell
3.2% to €2.78 billion, hit by lower TV

advertising and content revenue,
partly offset by digital growth.
Adjusted EBITA dropped 7% to €160
million. Recent moves include
extending its distribution deal with
Deutsche Telekom until 2030 and
acquiring Sky Deutschland from
Comcast, aimed at boosting streaming
scale and diversifying income streams.
CEO Thomas Rabe said RTL has
generated over €2.7 billion from
disposals, delivering significant
shareholder returns, and expects
operating profits to rise in coming

years, supported by improving
German macroeconomic conditions,
streaming profitability, and synergies
from the Sky deal, pending regulatory
approval.

TIVO ADDS NINTHTV
PARTNER, EXPANDS AD
PLATFORM REACHTO 3.7M
MONTHLY USERS

Xperi-owned TiVo has signed its
ninth TiVo OS TV partner, identified
only as “a leading European retailer,”
keeping it on track to reach its 2025

XPERI
TivO

goal of ten OEM partnerships. Its
cross-screen ad platform, TiVo One,
now serves 3.7 million monthly active
users across smart TVs and video-
over-broadband devices. CEO Jon
Kirchner said the quarter saw growth
in smart TV usage, over 1 million
additional vehicles added to the
AutoStage footprint, and IPTV
household penetration surpassing 3
million.

V-NOVA LAUNCHES DUAL
LICENSING PLANSTO
ACCELERATE LCEVC
ADOPTION

Video compression specialist V-
Nova has unveiled two licensing
models for its MPEG-5 LCEVC (Low
Complexity Enhancement Video
Coding) technology, designed to
improve efficiency across streaming,
broadcast, and immersive formats. The
announcement, timed ahead of Brazil’s

V-NOVA

SET Expo, offers tailored terms for
streaming platforms and device
manufacturers, including waived fees
for free-to-air broadcasters, early sign-
up discounts, and an $8 million annual
royalty cap for distributors. For device
makers, fees start at $0.20 per unit, with
open-access incentives to enable
LCEVC across codecs.

DISNEY TO RETIRE ‘STAR’
BRAND INTERNATIONALLY,
CONSOLIDATE UNDER HULU
BANNER

Disney will phase out the ‘Star’
entertainment brand in international
markets, replacing it with the Hulu
name from June 2025, following its full
acquisition of Hulu from Comcast
earlier this year. The integration will

:stﬂap+ nu

unify Disney+ and Hulu content into a
single streaming app, launching next
year with upgraded features and a more
personalised homepage. Disney ended
Q3 with 183 million combined Disney+
and Hulu subscriptions, up 2.6 million
from Q2, including 128 million Disney+
subscribers (up 1.8 million), largely
from international growth. The
company expects modest subscriber
gains in Q4 but anticipates a 10 million
jump post-expansion of its US cable
deal with Charter. Disney will also
debut a new direct-to-consumer ESPN
service on August 21.H
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NDTV DELIVERS 15%
REVENUE GROWTHIN Q1
FY26

New Delhi Television Limited
(NDTV) posted consolidated revenue
from operations of Rs. 107.65 crore for
the quarter ended June 30, 2025, up
14.6% year-on-year, driven by stronger

NDTV

traction across platforms, targeted
editorial investments, and a push for
innovation. Total income rose to
Rs112.59 crore, also up 15.1% YoY.
However, sequential performance
softened, with revenue falling 15.2%
from Q4 FY25, and total income down
12.2%. The company’s total
comprehensive loss widened to Rs
70.65 crore, compared to Rs 47.46 crore
in the year-ago quarter. During the
quarter, NDTV expanded its portfolio
with the launch of NDTV Marathi
Manch and NDTV India Creators
Manch, targeting regional and creator-
led content, while strengthening its
newsroom with veteran hires to
reinforce credibility and viewer-first
journalism.

ZEEL Q1 FY26 PROFIT
JUMPS 21%

Zee Entertainment Enterprises
Ltd (ZEEL) reported net profit of Rs143

crore for Q1 FY26,a21% YoY increase,
aided by tight cost control despite a
14% drop in total income to Rs1,849.8
crore. Advertising revenue declined
16.7% to Rs 758.5 crore, subscription
revenue slipped 0.5% to Rs 981.7 crore,
and other sales and services plunged
63.5% YoY. Operational costs fell 17.5%
to Rs 971 crore, with reductions across
advertising, publicity, and depreciation
expenses. The company continues to
face a challenging ad market but
remains focused on operational
efficiency to sustain margins.

JIOSTAR POSTS RECORD RS
11,222 CR QUARTERLY
REVENUE

JioStar, Reliance Industries’
media and entertainment arm, achieved
the highest-ever quarterly revenue for

3K JioHotstar

an Indian media company at Rs11,222
crore in Q1 FY26, with Rs 9,601 crore
from operations. The surge was
powered by record engagement during
the IPL 2025 season across TV and
digital platforms, with JioHotstar
hitting 287 million subscribers and TV
coverage reaching over 800 million
viewers. EBITDA stood at Rs 1,017

crore with a 10.6% margin, while PAT
surged to Rs 581 crore from Rs 229
crore a year ago. The performance
cements JioStar’s position as a scale
leader in the Indian media sector.

NETWORK18 SWINGS TO RS
149 CRPROFITIN Q1 FY26
Network18 Media &
Investments posted a consolidated
profit of Rs 148.85 crore in Q1 FY26,
reversing a loss of Rs 195.36 crore in
the same period last year, aided by cost

Network m

discipline and improved other income.
Revenue from operations fell sharply
to Rs 467.86 crore, down 85.1% YoY,
reflecting the absence of last year’s
election-linked ad boost and a subdued
advertising market for TV news. Ad
inventory consumption in the TV news
industry declined over 20% YoY,
underscoring the pressure on
monetisation.

DEN NETWORKS SEES
SUBSCRIPTION REVENUE
FALL

Q1 FY26, reflecting structural
declines in the linear TV business as
viewers migrate to digital. Total
revenue slipped 3% YoY to Rs 241
crore. Placement and marketing income
grew 21% to Rs 129 crore, partially
offsetting steep declines in other
operating and activation income. PAT
rose 24% YoY to Rs 54 crore, supported
by higher other income, but EBITDA
fell 25% to Rs 21 crore, with margins
narrowing to 9%.H
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our
readers and subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3" Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

ATSC TECHNOLOGY

Q: What is ATSC technology, and could it change the
way television is broadcast in India?

Atanu Moitra, Media Consultant, Kolkatta
Ans.: ATSC (Advanced Television Systems Committee) is
a set of digital television standards used
mainly in North America, South Korea,
and a few other countries. The latest
version, ATSC 3.0, is often called
“NextGen TV” and is a major leap over
older broadcast formats. It supports
ultra-high-definition (4K) video,
immersive audio, targeted advertising,
interactive content, and even data
broadcasting directly to mobile devices
without using mobile data networks.
While India currently uses DVB-T2 for terrestrial
digital broadcasting, ATSC 3.0 has gained attention globally
because of its D2M (Direct-to-Mobile) capability, sending
live TV signals straight to smartphones and connected cars
without requiring internet bandwidth.

IF ADOPTED IN INDIA, ATSC 3.0 COULD:

¢ Enable broadcasters to reach rural and remote areas
without dependence on mobile data coverage.

¢ Open new revenue streams via hyper-local and
targeted advertising.

¢ Support public service alerts and education content
directly to mobile devices.

¢ Create hybrid services that combine broadcast with
broadband interactivity.

However, widespread use in India would require
policy changes, spectrum allocation, and ecosystem
alignment between broadcasters, telecom operators, and
handset makers. The government’s ongoing D2M trials are
currently focused on 5G Broadcast using the DVB standard,
so ATSC’s role in India may depend on how those trials
evolve and whether a hybrid or multi-standard approach is
considered.®
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I CHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

NSS 12 AT 57.0E

On 12th CNN International South
Asia has started on 4095 R,
PowerVu.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E
On 6th KBS Korea has left 3715 V.
On 7th SAM TV has left 12522 H.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E

On 11th Apsara TV, CTN, Zhejiang
Satellite TV International, CNC, CTV
8, TVE Internacional Asia, Beijing
Satellite TV, CNAAsia, DTH Buddha,
FashionTV Asia, VTV 3, Rai ltalia
Asia, CCTV 4 Asia, NHK World
Japan, KBS World, Hollywood Movie
Channel, Aljazeera English, Zee TV
Asia Pacific, FTV, Dragon TV
International, LTV Foreign Movies,
Channel V, CNN International Asia
Pacific, Chicken Fighter, Macau
Lotus TV, B4U Music India, Jiangsu
Satellite TV, TV5Monde Asie, France
24 English, Arirang World, CCTV 8,
DW English, Phoenix InfoNews
Channel, CGTN Documentary, GMA
Pinoy TV Asia-Pacific, CTV and RCTI
have started on 11105 V, FTA. On
12th Zee Cinema Asia has replaced
Zee TV Asia Pacificon 11105 V, FTA.
On 28th AsiaOne has started on
3735H, FTA.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83DEGE

On 9th MKN News has started on
3968 H, FTA. On 10th Nation 27 has
left 3838 H.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5 DEGE

On 2nd & Xplor, Zee Tamil, Zee Zest,
& flix and Zee TV Asia Pacific have
started on 4040 H, Conax; Zee

India in the past month.

Business and Zee News have left.
On 5th Jaya TV Papua has left
12510 H; Dunia Lain, Eat N Go,
Bioskop Indonesia, Insert and Dunia
Anak have left 12603 V.

INSAT 4B/3A /| GSAT 15/ GSAT
17AT 93.5 DEGE

On 1st Gangaur TV and Shraddha
Mh One have left 11630 V. On 8th
Andy Haryana has started on 4160
H, FTA; Pratham Khabar 24x7 has
startedon 4176 H, FTA. On 10th BTV
News has left 11050 V; DD Sikkim
has started on 4122 H, FTA. On 14th
DD Kisan and Sansad TV 1/2 have
started on 11050 V, FTA; DD Tamil
has left; DD Tamil, DD Sahyadri and
DD Girnar have started on 11470 H,
FTA; Sansad TV 1/2 have left; TNP
News and Living India News have
started on 11630V, FTA.

ASIASAT 7 AT 105.5DEG E
On 26th Arirang World has started
on 4100V, FTA.

SES 7/9/TTELKOM 4 AT 108 DEG E
On 4th Cartoon Network Asia,
Bioskop Indonesia, Celestial
Movies Indonesia, Zee Bioskop,
CinemaWorld, Thrill, TVN Movies
Indonesia, Cinemax Asia, HBO
Asia, HBO Family Asia, HBO Hits,
HBO Signature Asia, TVN Premium
Indonesia, One, Channel Jowo,
Warner TV Southeast Asia, AXN
East Asia, Musik Indonesia, Golf+,
Trans 7, Trans TV, Indosiar, SCTV,
Moji, GTV, MNC TV, RCTI and
CNBC Asia-Pacific have started on
3580 H, encrypted. On 5th
Cartoonito South East Asia, Eat
N Go and KBS World have started
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on 3580H. On 10th Cartoonito
South East Asia, Cartoon Network
Asia, Bioskop Indonesia, Celestial
Movies Indonesia, Zee Bioskop,
CinemaWorld, Thrill, TVN Movies
Indonesia, Cinemax Asia, HBO
Asia, HBO Family Asia, HBO Hits,
HBO Signature Asia, Eat N Go,
KBS World, TVN Premium
Indonesia, One, Channel Jowo,
Warner TV Southeast Asia, AXN
East Asia, Musik Indonesia, Golf+,
Trans 7, Trans TV, Indosiar, SCTV,
Moji, GTV, MNC TV, RCTI and
CNBC Asia-Pacific have moved
from 3580 H to 3560 V, FTA. On
23rd Cartoonito South East Asia,
Cartoon Network Asia, Bioskop
Indonesia, Celestial Movies
Indonesia, Zee Bioskop,
CinemaWorld, Thrill, TVN Movies
Indonesia, Cinemax Asia, HBO
Asia, HBO Family Asia, HBO Hits,
HBO Signature Asia, Eat N Go,
KBS World, TVN Premium
Indonesia, One, Channel Jowo,
Warner TV Southeast Asia, AXN
East Asia, Musik Indonesia, Golf+,
Trans 7, Trans TV, Indosiar, SCTV,
Moji, GTV, MNC TV, RCTI and
CNBC Asia-Pacific have moved
from 3560 V to 3540 H, encrypted.

LAOSAT 1 AT 128.5DEG E

On 5th Euro Bangla TV is back on
3651 V, FTA. On 23rd Shemaroo
Bangla and Nan TV have started on
3651 V, FTA; Euro Bangla TV has
left.

INTELSAT 19 AT 166.0E

On 8th BBC News Asia Pacific has
left 4060 H; KBS World has started
on 4145V, Xcrypt.
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