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EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

India’s broadcast and telecom sectors are
undergoing seismic shifts, driven by policy, technology,
and changing consumer behavior. This month, we
spotlight the industry s efforts to localize and modernize—
from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India's push
for indigenous broadcasting infrastructure to innovations
shaping the future of satellite and streaming.

Despite the many challenges of 2024—ranging from
audience fragmentation to cost rationalization—the
Indian content industry held strong, with quality
programming cutting through the noise. However, the
strain is clearly being felt at the last mile, where local
cable operators are struggling to retain relevance in a
rapidly evolving landscape.

Meanwhile, India’s telecom market, with a
staggering 1.2 billion subscriptions, continues to serve
as the digital backbone for both content and
connectivity. In the public sector, DD Free Dish is set
for a major transformation with TRAI's recommendations
to make it more organized and addressable, signaling a
big leap in accessibility and control.

This edition also explores the rise of generative Al
in media, its impact on content creation, and the projected
30% surge in India’s SVOD market by 2027, powered
by OTT bundling. Notably, operators like GTPL
Hathway are investing aggressively, underscoring the
continued confidence in satellite-based delivery models—
albeit in smarter, hybrid forms.

In our cover story, “Inverto's Bold Vision for the
Future of Satellite and Streaming”, we go behind the
scenes with Subhasankar Mishra, Vice President —
Business Development, South Asia at Inverto. For over
30 years, Inverto has been a leader in broadcast
reception, and now it s charting a new course—shifting
from hardware to solutions and services. With trailblazing
offerings like Q-Stream™ and Q-Ads, Inverto is
redefining what satellite can achieve in the age of
streaming, especially across emerging markets like India
and Southeast Asia.

As you flip through this issue, we hope to spark not
Jjust insights—but conversations about the next leap
forward for broadcasting in India and beyond.

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

YRT % JAR 37 gHAR &3 i, GER ST aEed
SUHIFT TR % FI 2 YA 97 a5 7 I 77 8 137
&M, &9 FHEET ST ATYHBIHT & forg SERT & TarEr
97 G ST W gTAEr A i@ BT
=l AT gETE g1 & foq Y & F @t Heage A
T & i BT BT G a1 Farar d@ AT & |

2024 F1 ®3 Tl % AAGE - I & [FST 7 THT
AT GiaawToT d% - Idld A SET Fgd aq g7 &
o T & &7 B % [ JorEarger GrIeT 2 | @i
TIT T w7 SO did 97 qEqd A a1 78 B, @
BHIT 9 AT a7 [ & 7@ Rgsd § qrfiadr
g I & [T wad 7 72 B

59 &9, 9T @[ gTHEN &, Ed 1.2 f[&fET J
e Ted &, Bee T BT aHl & fog 2faed g
@I B3] & B9 § & BT AT TEAT 2 | A &5, e
BT 297 275 @7 Frifn @ a1 ua a2 qead @ fog 34r 2
3T [0 7 us G2 AT BT Fabd ol 2 |

37 TR § Hifzar § Ffed usE & 394, #ee [Hufr
97 377 I AT 32T GSielT ST AEleid 2027 dF YA
& QHATHAIST A 7 AT 30% 3T & AT Jar Er
AT | SAEHIT B AT 299 79 SIS A
BY H [ &7 7@ E, A JewEe e RfoEdt qiza q
e fagar @1 TTtad #dr 2-gdlid I8 @12, ZEEAs war
gl

FT Fa7 =AT ‘Taer dleE fAaT BT § wET SE
ITase Us FET 4, &7 sael & Asy ufvEr § fgaad
SIATHE & UL JHIHT AT & A UG % Ul @l HEH]
g7 gaf #7130 T JAferw Jul T 992, aisdre AW §
SO 7ET & 3T 37d I7 G 74T T A &Y TET E-2IEaaT
# AT ST HA BT ST q¢ 77T & | Q-Stream™ ¥ Q-
Ads T TR GBI & AT S92l AT & g 4 Hedge
FIT FIHT BT FHT &, 34 67 T GRYIUT &7 72T 2, Tt
WIT 3T aferT gd Qi SF ST arant 7 |

ST ST I SE B UC 76 B, B9 T daw Adge
T B FHE qu/mwmmmaﬁaﬁv
qATT & [7Q STl ST & a7 § o e & &

(Manoj Kumar Madhavan)

9 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

APRIL 2025



The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

%FT“\&\ &Y AT} o7 T ET 78] FHHT AT TS
PRASAR BHARATI ANNOUNCES LCN U 9IEl 7 wdise-2 ferlt fasaet @
LINE-UP FOR MPEG-2 AUCTION RTT Gerdi WIEA-31T @Y SIS @

WINNERS

Prasar Bharati has released the
updated Logical Channel Numbers (LCN)
for MPEG-2 channels, effective April 1,
2025. Twelve new LCNs have been
allocated to successful auction bidders. TAIUT 3Efed o T %‘gﬂ'@[ wWEHE H
Key placements include Action Cinema a9 P (qa-;- 4)’ 1 I (T-EIT 18),
(No. 4), Zee Anmol (No. 18), Star Utsav R T ‘EQITFT (;EIT 20), AT g (TCI'{
Movies (No. 20), Sony Pal (No. 39), and NDTV India (No. o - . 3
5 39) 3 TAERE! 321 (Fa¥ 55) A % |
TV HOUSEHOLDS IN INDIA TO GROW TO AR # el w1 @ T 2026 T GGHT
214 MILLION BY 2026: KEVIN VAZ 214 R €1 AT &fes sy

Speaking at the FICCI Frames curtain- AT 7T 3 Yo7 § A1 T R tevesie
raiser, Kevin Vaz, CEO of JioStar - P o
Entertainment, highlighted that television ? fhéiﬁ aﬁ[m 3([\371 wﬂ;ﬁ%wg -
remains strong in India. He projected TV et Cieptaadl St |1 g &Il
households to increase from 190 million in 2024 AN TR [ 2024 ¥ ZIE A %l FE=T 190 ﬁﬁ'&:{

7 9eHT 2026 0% 214 WIEA 21 JRAM, IR 3

to 214 million by 2026, emphasizing that India
is an "AND" market where television and i @ A7 A & ard ue ‘U gen ® S

AT APl | THOEA-2 I & [
1 37U 2025 7 YTET & T € | T4 awn
& ded A% AT aErdrs & ave T4

digital thrive together. Hlteet AR f2ifed us MY BAd-Ferd & |
CABLE OPERATORS PUSH TRAI FOR DI ATR A g]g q e g% & 3T
RIGHT TO UNBUNDLE CHANNEL PE B IR D &'T"{ TG STel
BOUQUETS N I .

Cable operators have urged TRAI Haw A T 7 H aqE LRI

to allow Distribution Platform Operators
(DPOs) to break apart broadcaster-
created channel bundles for greater |
consumer choice. They argue that
restrictive bundling drives viewers
toward digital platforms and want policy

(g & 7 o et s (@)
.J eIk ITHIET fehed & [T 9T ST
T T A G2 BT ST B D A
2|3 T & Tl dsfe avin
F1 f2fTed wewt & 3 @ A T A

reforms to protect cable TV’s e ) AT 2T BT el A1 e % g <A
sustainability. AIES qrEd % |
DISH TV’'S WATCHO PARTNERS WITH fEgr At @ atar A FEISE AR B FATSS
CLOUD WALKER’S CLOUD TV OS e GﬁQ’H & 91 H'I'S}QT& &I

Dish TV’s Watcho and Cloud . N e
Walker’s Cloud TV OS have formed a 5% %JT@?$%#§:;;§@:§$;
strategic partnership, integrating Watcho’s - SR Tl e, B
content across 200+ smart TV brands. This T ATl 1 AT B 200 7 Hford FE it

g2 § UG a1 TR | 39 T2ATT @l 369d
HIET A @ Y9 @ e & E,

collaboration aims to expand freemium
content offerings, with Watcho providing
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bundled access to major OTT platforms like JioHotstar,

SonyLIV, and ZEES.

CCI CLEARED SEVEN M&A DEALS IN
MEDIA SECTOR OVER FIVE YEARS

The Competition Commission
of India (CCI) approved seven
media and entertainment M&A deals
in the last five years, including
the $8.5 billion Disney-Reliance
merger, Tata Sons’ stake in Tata
Play, and Bharti Airtel’s buyback of
Bharti Telemedia shares. The
approvals were granted on a case-
by-case basis to maintain market
competition.

TIMES NETWORK TO MERGE MIRROR

NOW INTO TIMES NOW

Times Network is integrating
Mirror Now into Times Now to
consolidate its English news offerings.
This strategic move aims to enhance
editorial expertise and strengthen its
brand in the competitive news
landscape.

TRAI ENGAGES STAKEHOLDERS FOR
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK OVERHAUL

TRAI has initiated discussions with
broadcasting sector stakeholders regarding
regulatory reforms. A consultation paper is
expected soon to align India’s broadcasting
regulations with global best practices and |

enhance consumer choice.

SPORTS18 REBRANDED AS STAR

SPORTS

T G2 U YeH B |
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°‘iZ’f fi”""ﬁ ° i SZLTZ‘QLLT'“ Il TIPS BT Wl SHMITSaT 2
Pl JTEIE I © | T 4 gfcre
A 79 & [T AT &7 JIeT e
o oL &1 T
I Aegd, AT AR @l W A6 A e
B
2EHT q2ad 3O SRS JUrET G
@I qAGT B & [0 W IS @l A2
MIRROR N O W mﬁwwm%‘gﬂmﬁﬁmm
UIVESNET  CEERSER o s i 2 aer S
gfcrel FHET 9Rged § A9 dF= @l
TAGT & % |
I A9 Fome gig § geoe & faurs 3§
gus feam

r | 2 3 e gl & A § g g & e &
Qe T T Rl B SR W & e aa gE
v % |9 % A e b fvads Aat v & A

HRAT HI AN STHEIS B S (e AT THE Fl
f TRA'ﬁW%%QWéT@WJWW%{WﬁE%l

WY 18 & T Fead? ©R WH & fam

AT
JioStar has merged all P c

Sports18 channels into Star Sports A 15 Hlffr 2025 %[ Tﬁ n:h?\:l 18
Network, effective March 15, 2025. spnrts 2 oAl T = e W\W il ﬁlﬁﬂ
The move expands Star Sports to 3 %5" ¥ 139 &eH H =M WEH ol Ebgf
24 channels, further strengthening : STAR SPORTS T 24 &1 T & TR A GAE e
its presence in the sports TeTgh & oAl SUrUlT ﬁnqﬂ@@[r@
broadcasting sector.® T m
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PRASAR BHARATI TO INVITE BIDS
FOR D2M MODEL TRIALS
Prasar Bharati will invite bids from tech companies

within a year for large-scale testing of the
Direct-to-Mobile (D2M) business model.
CEO Gaurav Dwivedi has stated that the
goal is to assess the model's viability, with
testing expected to span 3-5 years. The
initial rollout will cover 19 cities. Earlier this
year, Dwivedi highlighted Prasar Bharati’s .
increasing focus on digital content due to
changing consumption habits.

JIOHOTSTAR SURPASSES 100 MILLION
SUBSCRIBERS

JioHotstar has surpassed 100 million subscribers,
marking a milestone in India’s streaming
landscape. Kiran Mani, CEO — Digital,
JioStar, attributed the success to the
platform’s free-viewing proposition,
strategic pricing, and telecom partnerships.
JioHotstar has also redefined sports
streaming with ultra-HD 4K quality and Al-
driven insights while expanding its live
event offerings beyond sports.

INDIANS SPENT 10.6 BILLION HOURS ON
NEWS APPS IN 2024

Comscore Comscore data reveals that Indian users
spent 10.6 billion hours on
news sites and apps in 2024,

i2WH Aisd @ 21ad @ (o0 Siferen S &
JaR HIAT
AT A SEaR-Z-AEEd (32w ) fasem dtEa
% 92 YN 9T GIE & fod U A1 o it
bl BT 7 aiferdr e HI | A
. 3N g TEaer 7 wel [ 39 @ "=
@: LTI BT BT BT &, oTodh T §
e 3-5 T W B THE ¥ | JEAR T
\ 19 9% @ HaA? B | [Eaal 7 el
TUd el & RO 2iofed Al oy
AT & dGd Hed 97 91T T o |
100 feTae eamEeaR R o Raigfeer J
fSTaEe=r 7 100 Wferas TorwEar 97 &7 o 7,
Al AP & SIMT UHgYd § A dl Ty
Z |famer & Aan-fefrea fevor At 3o
@ 2 WEHH @ g gET TEE, IS

3K JioHotstar [l

frdieieren ¥ sfeg-Uesl 4% e a uag
TAIerd TIEA TSI @l [ 3 9RIied &7d
g B O S A 342 S a7

eI

2024 ¥ ARAGI 7 g9 U W 10.6 fferaw 92 A
BB 22T T U1 Il & fob T SUATTehaist 1

2024 ¥ I AESA AN UA W 10.6 faferw 9¢ foam,
Wﬁﬁm%maﬁﬁq‘ﬂ

ol el T |

with 524 million unique visitors | Az e
recorded by December. Mobile _ C o m s C 0 r e ‘1|Q|‘:‘z<'| wehM o f2fifed =ud

platforms dominated digital

consumption, with 500 million

users on apps and 400 million on mobile web. CTV
audiences grew by 21%, reaching 96 million, and 40% of
digital users showed an affinity for YouTube.

KERALA CYBER POLICE ARREST TWO IN
MAJOR PIRACY CRACKDOWN

Two individuals have been arrested in Kerala for
operating websites that illegally streamed copyrighted

AT gaedr g, e Uor

‘T{500 fferae i AEEa a9

T 400 Wt TUATTEAT o | Fedr g9t & T § 21%

@I giE &3, S 96 Mia T& 98 T A7 40% fhred
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content. The arrests follow a complaint by Star India against
Neeplay.com, which reportedly had 2.5 million monthly
visitors. The website illegally streamed content from major
broadcasters such as Star Sports, Sky Sports, and Sony.
Investigations also uncovered links to a prior piracy site
called Mhdworld.

ONLY 4% OF OTT SHOWS SUCCEED
AMIDST INDUSTRY CREATIVITY CRUNCH

An industry report indicates that just 4% of OTT
shows achieved success in 2023.
Experts blame the crisis on repetitive
content, lack of innovation, and
imbalanced budget allocations.

Industry veteran Sukesh Motwani ' “Efsngp+ hotstar

stressed that streaming platforms are
playing it safe with crime thrillers,
overlooking fresh narratives. The
stagnant subscriber growth and lack
of profitability are prompting platforms to cut costs
aggressively.

ABHISHEIK JOSHI LEAVES SHEMAROOME

Abhisheik Joshi has stepped down as Head of
ShemarooMe after a two-year tenure. Under his leadership,
ShemarooMe expanded its presence in both SVoD and AVoD
segments. Joshi previously held leadership roles at MX
Player, Sony Pictures Networks India, and Zenga Media,
contributing to digital and subscription-driven business
models.

APPLE TV+ NOW AVAILABLE AS PRIME
VIDEO ADD-ON IN INDIA

Prime Video Adds Apple TV+as
an Add-On Subscription in India Prime
Video users in India can now subscribe
to Apple TV+ as an add-on for INR 99
per month. The service grants access to
popular Apple Originals such as The
Morning Show, Severance, and Silo.
Kelly Day, VP of International at Prime
Video, and Eddy Cue, Apple’s SVP of Services, highlighted
the move as part of their broader strategy to enhance
content accessibility for Indian audiences.®
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TECHNOLOGY SPOTLIGHT

DEPLOYMENT OF
INDIGENOUS
BROADCASTING
INFRASTRUCTURE

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
emphasized the promotion and adoption of indigenous
broadcasting technologies and equipment.

A key concern highlighted is the heavy reliance on
imports for essential broadcasting components such as Set-
Top Boxes (STBs), Conditional Access Systems (CAS), and
Subscriber Management Systems (SMS). Indian firms
struggle with pricing and quality competitiveness, making
it crucial to invest in local manufacturing to reduce
dependency and drive growth in the broadcasting industry.

India’s broadcasting sector continues to rely
predominantly on
imported equipment,
with the share of locally
manufactured products
remaining low. This
issue is particularly
significant considering
global industry trends.
According to market
research, the global
broadcast equipment
market is projected to
grow from USD 5.2
billion in 2023 to USD
6.7 billion by 2028, registering a CAGR of 5.3%.

The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT)
has developed indigenous broadcasting technologies.
Collaboration with local organizations will accelerate the
deployment of these solutions, foster a skilled workforce,
and enhance India’s technological capabilities. TRAI has
recommended that Prasar Bharati deploy C-DOT products
in its network, while the Government should facilitate the
transfer of these technologies to Indian vendors. This
initiative aligns with the Make in India vision, promoting
self-reliance and innovation.

MANDATORY DEPLOYMENT OF INDIGENOUS
BROADCASTING EQUIPMENT

To encourage local production, TRAI has
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Telecommunication
Engineering
Center

recommended mandating public broadcasters to procure
and deploy indigenous equipment, including SMS, CAS,
and STBs for OTT, DTH, and other segments. Engaging C-
DOT or other Indian organizations for key technologies
such as DD Free Dish could reduce costs, boost the local
economy, and decrease dependence on foreign
technologies. TRAI has urged Prasar Bharati to conduct
trials and deploy Indian-manufactured broadcasting
equipment, creating an ecosystem that would encourage
private operators to follow suit.

INTEROPERABILITY OF STBS: THE NEXT STEP

TRAI has also highlighted the need for
interoperability of STBs, ensuring consumers are not locked
into specific service providers. Currently, STBs use different

A
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compression techniques, coding methods, encryption
systems, middleware, and operating systems, preventing
seamless switching between providers. C-DOT has
introduced an interoperable STB (CiSTB) to address this
issue, enabling subscribers to switch service providers
without replacing hardware.

ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH INDIAN
STANDARDS

To maintain quality and security, TRAI has
designated the Telecommunication Engineering Centre
(TEC) as the official testing and certification agency for
CAS and SMS systems. Since September 20, 2021, all
deployed CAS and SMS systems must undergo mandatory
testing in accredited laboratories and receive certification
from TEC.

Additionally, TRAI emphasizes that interoperable
STBs should conform to the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) or other authorized government standards. The BIS
Compulsory Registration Scheme (CRS), introduced in 2012,
ensures that IT, electronics, and broadcasting equipment
meet safety and reliability benchmarks.

UPGRADING DD FREE DISH TO AN
ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM

To modernize the
DD Free Dish platform and
enhance security, Prasar
Bharati must deploy an
indigenous CAS module
sourced from Indian
vendors. This CAS module
will feature advanced
encryption software at the
DD Free Dish headend,
ensuring robust piracy
protection and content security. The transition will require
replacing existing non-addressable STBs with new,
addressable STBs, enabling precise subscriber tracking and
targeted content delivery.

CONCLUSION

By prioritizing indigenous broadcasting
technologies, India can strengthen its media ecosystem,
enhance national security, and promote self-sufficiency.
TRAI's recommendations provide a strategic roadmap for
reducing import dependency, fostering technological
advancements, and building a resilient broadcasting
industry driven by domestic innovation.®
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INVERTO'S BOLD VISION
FOR THE FUTURE OF
SATELLITE AND STREAMING

Inverto has spent over
three decades at the forefront of
broadcast reception technology,
building a reputation for
innovation, reliability, and
adaptability. As the media
landscape shifts rapidly toward
digital, IP-based, and
multiscreen consumption, the
company is evolving in stride—
transforming from a hardware-
focused manufacturer into a
solutions and services
powerhouse. In this candid
conversation, Subhasankar
Mishra, Vice President -
Business Development, South
Asia at Inverto, sheds light on the
company’s strategic pivot, its
pioneering efforts in DVB-NIP
streaming, and how it’s tailoring
hybrid content delivery for the
unique needs of emerging
markets like India and Southeast
Asia. From  addressing
regulatory grey zones to
launching groundbreaking
platforms like Q-Stream™ and Q-
Ads, Inverto is proving that satellite
still has plenty of sky left to cover.

Inverto has been a pioneer in
broadcast reception for over 30
years. How has the company evolved
to stay ahead in an increasingly
digital and streaming-focused
landscape?

Inverto: As an industry leader,

SUBHASANKAR MISHRA
VICE PRESIDENT - BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT,
SOUTH ASIA, INVERTO

we closely monitor emerging
technologies and continually
innovate to offer our customers the
latest solutions. Our evolution is
multifaceted: in the past years, we
went from having a Luxembourg-
based sales force to having “boots
on the grounds” in every key market
we cater to. In doing so, our
geographical revenue spread is now
evenly distributed between Europe,

the Indian sub-continent, Africa
and Latin America.We also
internalized manufacturing of our
key products in order to have
better control of the production
all to way to QC. Last but not the
least, we put in place a strategy to
take the company from having
one-off sales of hardware/
products to our regular customers
to entering the business of
providing solutions and are on
the way to offering services.
Pioneering DVB-NIP (Native IP) is
an illustration of our strides to go
from offering Ku-band products to
enabling  broadband and
streaming over satellite and
reflects our commitment to
staying ahead of the curve and
helping our clients serve their
customers more effectively.

With a strong presence in DTH
solutions, how does Inverto see
the future of satellite TV versus
OTT and IPTYV platforms?
Inverto: The future of satellite
TV is directly linked to the new ways
of consuming videos — which are
increasingly IP based. This said,
technology continues to evolve and
is tending to merge toward hybrid
delivery mechanisms. For
customers, the medium, whether
DTH, OTT, or IPTV it is secondary.
What truly matters is a seamless,
affordable service. In a country like
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India, where television is still
considered a luxury or where
broadband penetration tends to lag,
DTH continues to hold significant
potential for the foreseeable future.
Additionally, we offer innovative
solutions for streaming via satellite,
ensuring broader access and
connectivity.

What are some of the key growth
markets for Inverto in Southeast
Asia, and how do you tailor your
solutions for these regions?
Inverto: APAC is a unique
region where wunderstanding
consumer behaviour takes time and
deep market insight. Fortunately,
we've been active in this region since
2011, delivering tailor-made
solutions that reflect our in-depth
knowledge of local needs. Our digital
channel stacking solution is a prime
example. It has transformed the
landscape of multi-dwelling unit and
multi-room connections across the
APAC region. In the coming years,
we intend to replicate our strong
development in the Indian sub-
continent to reach the entire APAC

region with initiatives in Vietnam,
Indonesia, The Philippines, and
Myanmar among others.

Inverto works with major DTH
operators in India, what are the
unique challenges when catering to
such large companies?

Inverto: One of the key
challenges we face is the continuous
pressure from operators to reduce
product prices while maintaining high
quality. Fortunately, our world-class
R&D team is driven by innovation,
enabling us to reduce product costs
while consistently adding new features
and enhancing value. Additionally, our
extensive global customer base gives
us a strong negotiating advantage with
component suppliers, thanks to the
large volumes we procure annually. The
aforementioned onboarding of our
production also helps in obtaining the
best cost/quality ratio on the market.

How does WebRTC and real-time
streaming fit into Inverto’s broader
strategy, especially in the era of
multiscreen content consumption?
Inverto: This is at the very top

Far Edge

of our development strategy. We offer
aready-to-deploy solution called Q-
Stream™-—a unique, DVB-NIP-
compliant mABR solution that
supports live streaming and content
delivery over both satellite and
terrestrial broadcast networks.
Available as a cloud-based or on-
premises solution, Q-Stream™
provides operators with a highly
cost-effective alternative to
traditional broadband-based
streaming. While there are many use
cases for the solution, it is ideally
suited to deliver multiscreen content
in the most cost-effective way.

With the rise of 5G and fiber
broadband, do you see traditional
satellite-based content delivery
being disrupted? How is Inverto
adapting to these changes?
Inverto: We have taken these
changes into consideration when
developing our new products and
solutions. What we believe in is
hybrid delivery mechanisms whereby
satellite-based multicast will work
hand-in-hand with traditional online
multicast, in particular for large live
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events or much anticipated
content release that will draw
large viewership. Multicast
Adaptive Bitrate (mABR) —
the foundation upon which Q-
stream is built — is ideal for this.
As for fiber, while we
acknowledge it is the way of the
future, we also see needs for
broadband Gigabit internet
access in areas where fiber is not
yet deployed — for cost or
regulatory reasons. We
answered that need with
OneNet Moca Access, a
broadband over Coax delivery
solution.

With increasing demand for
hybrid video solutions, is
Inverto working on products that
integrate satellite and IP-based
streaming more seamlessly?
Inverto: Yes! Q-Stream™ it is!
We are not only working on it... it is
market ready and for more details,
pls visit https://www.inverto.tv/
native-ip-streaming-over-satellite.

How is consumer demand shaping
the evolution of broadcast reception
technology? Are people still as
reliant on satellite TV, or is the shift
to streaming accelerating?
Inverto: While streaming is
undoubtedly on the rise, there
remains a significant segment of the
population that still relies on satellite
TV. Worldwide. TV consumption is
split for broadcast ad and for
streaming. This will not be the case
always but in countries like India,
broadband access especially for
television content continues to be a
luxury for many. Hence broadcast
(cable, DTT and Satellite) will remain
a viable alternative for some time.
The government also has a critical

Multiscreen

role to play and could help broadcast
be more competitive, particularly
given the stark contrast in content
regulation. Satellite TV is highly
regulated, whereas OTT platforms
currently operate with minimal
oversight.

What are the biggest regulatory or
technical challenges Inverto faces
in expanding its footprint in new
markets?

Inverto: When it comes to
hardware, challenges are minimal.
However, solutions like Q-Ads, our
ad monetization platform rely heavily
on collaboration with STB partners
and CAS providers. Additionally,
streaming over satellite continues to
face regulatory hurdles in several
countries and when submitted to
content owners or security experts: it
is HLS or Dash stream (so IP) butina
one-way, unconnected environment.
This new state-of-the-art category
does not exist in the usual tick box of
regulators and therefore runs the risk
of being misunderstood.

Download to Carry

Customized
Soultions

Full End-Te-End or

Dedicated campenents l

Looking ahead, what are Inverto’s
top priorities for the next five years,
and where do you see the biggest
opportunities for growth?

Inverto: We continuously
innovate to stay ahead of emerging
market trends. Satellite remains a
powerful medium for extending
reach to even the most remote
corners of the country. To harness
its full potential, we've introduced
solutions like Q-Stream, which
supports applications such as e-
learning in rural schools,
multiscreen satellite delivery,
digital signage, smart cities, e-
health, and telemedicine, to name a
few.

In addition, our Q-Ads
platform enables DTH and cable
operators to generate revenue
through targeted advertising,
leveraging both existing and new set-
top boxes. We're also actively
developing broadband-over-satellite
solutions, which we believe could be
a game changer for connectivity in
underserved areas. B
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GTPL HATHWAY
SECURES HITS
LICENSE

Plans Rs 100 Crore Investment.

Reliance Industries-backed GTPL Hathway has
signed a Grant of Permission Agreement (GOPA) with the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to establish,
maintain, and operate a Headend-in-the-Sky (HITS)
broadcasting platform in Ahmedabad for the next 10 years.
The company disclosed this development in a regulatory
filing.

GTPL Hathway, only the second company to receive
a HITS license after the Hinduja Group, had earlier
announced on July 12, 2024, that it had secured the
ministry’s approval to offer HITS services, subject to
compliance with relevant guidelines.

The company plans to
invest Rs 100 crore in the
project, aiming to expand its
reach in cable-dark areas,
particularly in northern India.
HITS, a satellite-based
platform, integrates the
features of both cable TV and
Direct-to-Home (DTH)
services, offering a wider range
of content accessibility.

Scheduled for launch in
the April-June quarter, GTPL Hathway’s HITS platform is
expected to support up to 900 TV channels. To facilitate
this, the company will lease 12 Telkomsat C-band
transponders and establish an advanced uplinking facility
in Ahmedabad.

GTPL Hathway allocated Rs 265 crore of its Rs 350
crore annual capital expenditure to its cable TV and
broadband businesses in the first nine months of the current
financial year. Of this, Rs 160 crore was dedicated to cable
TV, while Rs 95 crore was invested in broadband expansion.

As India’s largest cable TV company, GTPL Hathway
boasts 8.9 million paying cable TV subscribers and over
one million broadband customers. During the company’s
third-quarter earnings call on January 10, Chief Strategy
Officer Piyush Pankaj revealed that 80% of the HITS project’s
capital expenditure had already been completed. H
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CONTENT SPOTLIGHT

INDIAN CONTENT
LANDSCAPE: A YEAR
OF CHALLENGES,
QUALITY STILL
PREVAILS

Despite a challenging year for the Indian content
industry, quality content continued to make an impact
in 2024. The industry faced pressures from shifting
audience preferences, cost rationalization,
and evolving business models.

KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS IN 2024
Overall Content Production

¢ India produced nearly 200,000 hours of original
content across TV, films, and OTT platforms.

¢ High-cost content was rationalized due to financial
pressures, impacting production volumes.

TELEVISION
¢ GECs contributed 65% of total TV content hours,
excluding news bulletins.
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ARMCLE
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¢ Live sports content increased by 12%, fueled by
new sports leagues and the Olympics broadcast.

FILMS
¢ 64 more films were released compared to 2023.

¢ Direct-to-digital releases remained subdued, with a
preference for theatrical premieres.

oT1T
¢ Content volume dropped 12% in 2024 due to
profitability challenges but is expected to grow 2%
in2025.

¢ Regional OTT content volumes declined as
platforms aimed to manage costs.

¢ The genre mix remained largely similar to 2023.

PRODUCTION HOUSE SHIFTS & INDUSTRY
CHALLENGES

IP Ownership Growth: Production houses increased
IP ownership for TV content from 15% to 43% and for OTT
content from 21% to 43%.

Top Pain Points in the Industry:

¢ Need for transparent and single-window clearance
for shooting permits.

¢ Shortage of quality writers for mass cinema.

¢ Need for better funding and incentive schemes.

¢ Rising ticket prices and high F&B costs affecting
cinema footfalls.

¢ Theater density remains a concern for wider film
distribution.
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STREAMING PLATFORMS IN FOCUS
PRIME VIDEO INDIA
¢  99% of India's pin codes generate viewership.

¢ 70new series and films announced across languages
and genres.

¢ 75% of originals in development feature female
HODs, with 60% having women in writers’ rooms.

¢ Expanding slate: 1,400+ new titles added, including
Mirzapur S3, Panchayat S3, and Citadel: Honey

Bunny.
NETFLIXINDIA
¢ 26new Indian films and series released in 2024 across
17 genres.

¢ Indian content trended in the Top 10 on Netflix
worldwide every week of 2024.

¢ Heeramandi became the first-ever Indian TV title
among the 100 most-viewed shows globally.

AMAZON MX PLAYER
¢ Merged with Amazon miniTV in 2024.

¢ 250 million unique monthly users across India.
¢ 100+ new shows set for release in 2025.

FUTURE OUTLOOK

As the Indian content industry evolves, production
houses are prioritizing quality storytelling, sustainability,
and strategic investments. While cost rationalization and
OTT profitability pressures shaped 2024, the demand for
premium content remains strong. With increasing IP
ownership, platform-driven expansion, and global interest
in Indian storytelling, the future promises a dynamic and
competitive content ecosystem. B
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INDIA’'S SVOD
MARKET TO GROW
30% BY 2027

Driven by OTT Bundling.

India’s subscription video-on-demand (SVoD) market
is on a rapid growth trajectory, with paid video subscriptions
projected to rise by 30% over the next two years. This
expansion is fueled by an increasing internet user base of
700 million actively consuming audio and video content,
according to the latest FICCI-EY report, "Shape the Future,"
released today in Mumbai.

The number of subscribing households is expected
to grow from 47 million in 2024 to 65 million by 2027, pushing
total paid subscriptions from 111 million to 144 million—a
near 30% increase. On average, each household will hold
approximately 2.2 subscriptions, signaling strong demand
for digital entertainment.

Industry experts attribute this surge to the bundling
of OTT platforms by telecom operators and internet service
providers (ISPs). Bharti Airtel recently launched its Internet
Protocol Television (IPTV) services in India, offering on-
demand content from 29 OTT apps, including Amazon Prime
Video, Apple TV+, and Netflix. Similarly, Jio and Vi provide
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access to multiple streaming platforms with their
subscription plans.

“This strategy is reminiscent of how Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs) aggregated television content.
However, ensuring consumer choice in bundled offerings
will be key to long-term sustainability,” the report noted.

JIOHOTSTAR POISED TO LEAD

JioHotstar is expected to be a major driver of this
expansion. Recognized as a "first subscription pack" choice
for many users, its vast library of films and premium sports
content—especially marquee events like the Indian Premier
League (IPL)—will be critical in subscriber acquisition.

Kevin Vaz, CEO of JioStar - Entertainment Business
TV & Digital, stated, “Rapid adoption of consumer
technology has enabled streaming to thrive alongside
television. Platforms have taken bold business model risks,
offering hybrid and competitive service formats, which has
democratized content consumption. This has also driven
investments in niche content and provided opportunities
for independent creators while accelerating the adoption
of emerging technologies like AI.”

While crime and action genres currently dominate,
accounting for over 60% of available content, the report
highlights the need for a broader content strategy. There is
rising demand for content that appeals to women, youth,
and elderly audiences, with industry analysts predicting a
surge in new genres by 2025-2026.

FREEMIUM MODEL GAINS TRACTION

Despite the growth in paid subscriptions, a
significant portion of consumers remains reluctant to pay
for content. To tap into this segment, platforms are
increasingly adopting hybrid revenue models that combine
both ad-supported (AVoD) and subscription-based (SVoD)
offerings.

Netflix, for example, introduced an ad-supported tier
in 12 countries in 2023, leading to a 6% increase in
subscriptions and 1% additional ad revenue. Today, most
major SVoD services have incorporated an ad-supported
model to expand their user base.

“A hybrid OTT approach is key to unlocking further
growth. Online video advertising, valued at over $200
billion, is now the largest revenue driver for the global media
and entertainment sector,” industry experts noted.

However, the report cautions that India’s relatively
low digital advertising rates pose a challenge and will need
to be addressed for sustainable long-term revenue
generation. W

FOTe & et T ® ‘g UM v wew e
(ZTR3T) EWT AT ARRIT &1 UHET & & i 0l a8
femTell % | 2elifcs d=a Yottt § IUHERT Al wHe gRfad
AT SrdITee RevdT & [T Feaqul 2R |
AT FA P AR § REieieRr

Fra@ieR=r @ 24 [oFr & Uh 9979 ard q1 o
TET ¥ | BT STl & [0 e T Udh (e @
Y § UedM AW ad, et S iHEd T AT d 3l
faroe AEa-fagw w9 7 2w dfEw @ (andded ) S
TT ARSH-TEd HAETET § Faayol & |

farer gereie Ao T RBfvea & g &fH
A T BET TN TENTHT & dell T FEE T AT B
AN & WI-A1 -G § Hag el & | Wew™ 1
FEEE AR gfcradl Far umd @ 9aEa @ g0 ARh
TR S Bl SARIT ST & | 38 faforee am § faar
@1 1 T/ & AN = TN & [0 97 9B 6 8,
Safeh UHTE ST SHICT 85 ddhiahl Bl UM | il 3T % |

ETeTiTch ATSET  FIEA d TayH St &l Al &, o
YA A @ 60% T A B E, Ful uw ams
AT TOI ol a7l € | Afearsi, arsti AT g aviebl
@ ABNT &I el JF B A 96 TEl §, [aeeust 7
2025-26 A% T4 JTeTdl § AT bl AIHEAT B 2 |

RIfET Atsd 3 T B!

Uz FAAGWH § g & deE, STHE & Uh
TEAqU &3 dee & [T YN &I 4 A8 & |39 HHe
§ @Y ToM & {0 wiew aell 7 2Efde 9] qiEd 310 78
¥ o fommew mfda (odiendl) o Aefewm smenfia
(THATSAET) 2T Ut &1 e £ |

eI % fou Jefteren T 2023 F 12 297 § oo
T feaw ot foan, R #eafhw § 6% @ gfe &5 Ar
1% AfRed e o 9 g3 | A AHw 99
TGS JA3i | 310 AT ST @ [ & @
70 fersmoe #m i Jtee @l ot foar % |

FE s 1 Fe1 7 2T e gftem S &
g @ T & & [ qeauy € | AT difsdr faem,
o &M 200 faferaq 2@r 7 o1 7, 319 divasw qifzar
AT T & & [0 Faq 21 T A € |

2Idies e § 3rme fopan man ® fo uma § fBfitea
ferToe at 3TUemgd & 37 A & AT ST T FoT
% o0 39 O & &9 &l Eadhdi & | |

28 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

APRIL 2025



MARKET REPORT

LOCAL CABLE
OPERATORS STRUGGLE
AS SUBSCRIBER BASE
SHRINKS

LCO face the heat amidst the changing landscape.

Local Cable Operators (LCOs) have been facing a
severe downturn in recent years, with declining revenues,
job losses, and shifting consumer preferences taking a toll
on their business. Since 2018, 31% of LCOs have reported
employment losses, while 93% have seen a reduction in
their monthly take-home income. The challenges faced by
LCOs highlight the growing pressure on the Pay TV sector
as viewers increasingly migrate to digital alternatives.

KEY CHALLENGES FACED BY LCOS:

1. Inability to Adjust Prices — LCOs struggle to increase
subscription rates despite rising channel costs.

2. Shift to OTT & Free Platforms — Many subscribers
have moved from Pay TV to OTT services, Free Dish,
and Connected TV.

3. Quality Concerns — Pay TV content is often
perceived as inferior to OTT platforms, further
driving subscriber loss.

These challenges have had a significant impact, with
nearly 10,000 LCOs reporting a loss of over 40% of their
subscriber base. Overall, 49% of LCO respondents have
experienced a decline in subscribers since 2018, with 35%
seeing a drop of over 40%.

As the industry undergoes rapid transformation,
LCOs are seeking urgent solutions to remain competitive in
a shifting media landscape. ®
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TELECOM &
BROADBAND IN
INDIA: A BILLION-
STRONG MARKET

India's telecom sector continues to maintain
its vast subscriber base, with 1.2 billion telecom
subscriptions as of December 2024.

While this reflects a minor 0.2% growth from 1.19
billion in December 2023, the market remains robust, with
urban users comprising 56% and rural users 44%. India's
tele-density stands at 85%, with a significant urban skew of
132% compared to 58% in rural areas, indicating that the
next wave of content consumption growth is likely to come
from rural India.

5G EXPANDS RAPIDLY
The adoption of 5G services more than doubled in
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BROADBAND & INTERNET ACCESS ON THE
RISE

India’s broadband subscriptions reached 945 million
in 2024, making it the second-largest broadband market
globally after China. Rural internet subscriptions saw a 4%
growth, now comprising over two-thirds of urban
subscriptions, highlighting the need for tailored content in
both markets. Additionally, 97% of internet users accessed
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broadband services, with 5% opting for wired connections
and the majority relying on wireless broadband.

According to Ookla's December 2024 report, India
ranked 23rd globally for mobile internet speeds (103.75
Mbps median speed) and 93rd for fixed broadband speeds
(62.62 Mbps median speed).

EVOLVING CONTENT DISTRIBUTION
LANDSCAPE

India now has four major methods of content
distribution to large screens:
Wired broadband (46 million homes)
DTH (Direct-to-Home) services
Cable TV
Free TV platforms This diversification in content
delivery underscores the growing importance of
broadband-powered entertainment.

SMART DEVICE ADOPTION & CONNECTED
TVS

L 2R 2% 2% 2

India’s smartphone user base expanded to 562 million
in 2024, accounting for 39% of the total population. Despite
this, 230 million feature phone users remain, signaling a
substantial opportunity for digital growth.

Connected TV (CTV) penetration also surged,
surpassing 50 million monthly active users. With over 100
million non-smart TVs still in use, the market is primed for
further expansion, fueled by affordable smart TVs (available
under INR 10,000), improved broadband speeds, and major
sports events like the ICC Cricket World Cup, IPL, and FIFA
World Cup. It is estimated that 30 million of the 50 million
CTV sets are used actively on a weekly basis, marking a
30% increase over 2023.
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INDIA’S EXPANDING DIGITAL

INFRASTRUCTURE
¢ Telecom subscriptions remained stable at 1.19 billion
as of September 2024.

¢ Internet penetration grew by 4%, with broadband
making up 97% of connections.

¢ 5G subscriptions grew to 23%, up from 11% in 2023.

¢ Teledensity remains urban-skewed, emphasizing
digital inequality.

¢ Monthly data consumption per user continued to rise.

THE DIGITAL AUDIENCE BOOM
India’s total online audience reached 524 million in 2024,
with similar reach across online news and entertainment
platforms.
¢ Online Video & Streaming Trends
¢ SVOD (Subscription Video on Demand)
subscriptions increased fivefold since 2019.
4 Premium video is projected to
grow by 27% in 2025.
¢ Investment in online video
content has quadrupled since
2019.
¢ Advertising revenue |
accounted for 75% of the total
online video market in 2024.
¢ The Indian App Market: A
Global Leader
¢ India continued to dominate the global app economy
in2024:
¢ Highest number of app downloads worldwide.
¢ Indians spent the most time on their smartphones.
¢ Disparity between Monthly Active Users (MAUS)
and spending patterns.
¢ Social media usage doubled since early 2021.
¢ Time spent on video streaming declined, but
consumer spending on streaming services increased.
¢ Social media app downloads and consumer spending
grew significantly.
¢ Indian publishers accounted for a third of all app
downloads but only 8.5% of total app revenue.

CONCLUSION

With strong telecom infrastructure, increasing
broadband adoption, and a rising base of digital consumers,
India’s media and entertainment ecosystem is poised for
sustained growth. The expansion of 5G, smart devices, and
streaming services is expected to redefine content
consumption patterns in the coming years. B

O & Efied §wreFt 9% @ ®
¢ TEa 2024 9% oieM FEGWH 1.19 [&feed 97
e 72|
¢ T A Td H 4% ghE g %, O areds aeE
97% &
¢ 551 TABWH 2023 § 11% T ggar 23% 21 T |
S| 3 e S % P | e A | O 3 i

IFAEAT ¥ AR Sl € |
¢ oy ST Mg 22T Tud § gy A E |
feitew sifsgq g

I & AR 39% 2024 ¥ 524 fafemm &1 T,

SATATET FAEE G AR w9 i o & T7a E

¢ SRR diftza i ST =

¢ TR (FEieN difsdr A e ) wewdt 2019
A Org AT 9% T E |

¢ UifEE difzar & 2025 § 27%

T BT A % |

¢ 2019 ¥ A AT AR Haa

A AT 9% T |

. ¢ 2024 H FH AR ATl T

W e T @ e 75% o

¢ YFAE U9 INs UF dfedd Aol

¢ YT 2024 ¥ Afvas U9 e

q7 BEl

¢ ST § HEH SR U 2EAdrs 6l SR

¢ EAMET T 39 FEHH 9T e J97 [T |

¢ TOHE AR IHErEAE (Weg) A T & &
e @ 41 I |

¢ 2021 F A HIAT B ST AT & 77 |

& AT ST 9T @ T J9 FH g3, wichT T
AT 9T YA T qGT 7

& 9T AT U SEAAE AT AU T § Iwaad
e

& AR YT T T UT SEeE & U foers e
zif o, wfeh &t Tora @t dad 8.5% e |

s

TG HAN AT, dEdg JAHH § ghs AR
[2RTed SUHIET & Fed YW & A, I & qiisar A
TR AR R T Far f9em & fog qam 7 | 550, =
YR AN AT HA13T & AT F AW At aui § dee
IYHRT e @l Ry A aivifud &3 &l SHE ¢ | |

32 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

APRIL 2025



MARKET REPORT

THE DD FREEDISH
STORY

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
has put forth key recommendations aimed at
improving the organization of television channels in
Electronic Program Guides (EPG) and upgrading
DD Free Dish to an addressable system.

India’s pay-TV industry, comprising cable and DTH
servicTRAI recommends that the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) should collect data on the primary
language and sub-genre of all television channels from
broadcasters. This information should be publicly available
on the Broadcast Seva portal, allowing distributors to
arrange channels in the EPG systematically and
consistently.

Additionally, MIB should obtain the same details
for existing permitted channels, ensuring uniformity across
all broadcasting platforms.

UPGRADING DD FREE DISH TO AN
ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM

To enhance content security and combat piracy,
TRAI recommends that Prasar Bharati upgrade DD Free
Dish to an addressable system in a phased manner. The
transition would:
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¢ Improve the quality of viewing experience

¢ Prevent unauthorized re-transmission of television
signals

¢ Enable subscriber tracking and record-keeping

¢ MIB should issue an official notification outlining
the transition timeline, allowing Prasar Bharati
sufficient time to prepare and ensure a smooth
migration for subscribers.

MANDATORY ENCRYPTION OF DD FREE DISH
CHANNELS
¢ TRAIrecommends a phased encryption of DD Free
Dish channels, starting with private broadcaster
content. By April 1, 2025, encryption should be
mandatory for all private broadcaster
signals before uplinking. Doordarshan
and government educational channels
may remain unencrypted initially.
Eventually, within four years, all
channels—including DD channels—
should be encrypted.
¢ Additionally, the sale of non-
addressable STBs should be prohibited
by January 1, 2025, once addressable STBs become
widely available.

CONSUMER AWARENESS AND SUBSIDIZED
STBS
¢ To facilitate the transition, TRAI recommends that
Prasar Bharati authorize Indian STB manufacturers
to produce addressable STBs, which should be:
¢ Available by January 1, 2025, through authorized
distribution networks.
¢ Provisioned only after KYC verification, as per MIB
guidelines.
¢ Offered at subsidized rates for underprivileged
communities through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
schemes, if implemented by the government.
¢ Prasar Bharati should also conduct awareness
campaigns via TV scrolls, print media, and digital
platforms to educate consumers about the upcoming
transition and benefits of addressable STBs.

These recommendations from TRAI aim to bring
greater organization, transparency, and security to India's
television broadcasting sector. By standardizing EPG
listings, upgrading DD Free Dish to an addressable system,
and promoting indigenous technologies, India can ensure
a more efficient, consumer-friendly, and technologically
advanced broadcasting ecosystem. W
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THE FUTURE OF AI IN
MEDIA &
ENTERTAINMENT

In 2024, generative AI (GenAl) reshaped
India’s Media & Entertainment (M&E) industry,
revolutionizing content creation, postproduction,

and distribution.
As Al adoption accelerates in 2025 and beyond, its
impact will be even more profound.From automated

storytelling to real-time personalization, here are the top 10
Al use cases that will shape M&E in 2025.

AUTOMATED SCRIPTWRITING AND
STORYBOARDING
¢ Altools streamline storytelling by generating scripts,
identifying plot gaps, and creating detailed
storyboards.
¢ Platforms like Soros leverage advanced natural
language processing (NLP) to craft scripts tailored
to audience preferences.
¢ By 2026, Al-driven scriptwriting will be a game-
changer for Indian cinema, especially for regional
films, OTT series, and advertising, potentially
reducing pre-production costs by 20%—-30%.

VFX AUTOMATION

¢ Al-powered tools like Runway Gen-2 optimize motion
tracking, CGI rendering, and real-time visual effects.
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Al in Media
& Entertainment

¢ Automation in VFX can cut production costs by up
to 40%, boosting efficiency in filmmaking, gaming,
and advertising.

¢ India’s animation and gaming sectors stand to
benefit significantly, cementing the country’s
position as a global VFX hub.

AI-ASSISTED LOCALIZATION AND DUBBING

¢ Al-driven voice cloning and automatic lip-syncing
enhance multilingual content production.

¢ Tools like Rephrase.ai and VisualDub facilitate real-
time voice adaptation and synchronized dubbing.

¢ Al-powered localization will be crucial for OTT
platforms expanding into Tier-1I and Tier-III cities,
reducing costs by 25%—-35% and ensuring
authenticity in regional content.

PERSONALIZED CONTENT
RECOMMENDATIONS
¢ Al-driven recommendation engines like Gracenote
Al enhance OTT user engagement through hyper-
personalization.
¢ New aggregators like DorPlay use cross-platform
content preferences for smarter recommendations.
¢ Beyond OTT, Al-driven personalization is benefiting
music apps, news platforms, gaming aggregators,
and D2C platforms, potentially increasing
subscription revenues by 20%—30%.

DYNAMIC CONTENT EDITING AND
ENHANCEMENT
¢ Al tools such as Firefly enable seamless video
editing, background replacement, and color
enhancement.
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¢ Independent creators, YouTubers, and digital
advertisers can leverage Al to lower editing costs
by 40% and accelerate content delivery.

AI-DRIVEN MUSIC COMPOSITION

¢ Platforms like Aiva generate royalty-free, Al-
composed music for films, ads, and gaming.

¢ This technology reduces dependency on traditional
composers, slashing music production costs by 40%.

¢ Al-generated music is set to democratize audio
production, empowering independent artists and
small businesses.

LIVE AND REAL-TIME PERSONALIZATION
¢ Al enhances live sports
and event streaming by
dynamically adjusting
content quality based on
device and internet speeds.
¢ This innovation improves
monetization opportunities,
potentially boosting ad
revenue and pay-per-view
subscriptions by 15%—
20%.
¢ Tools like Conviva provide real-time analytics for
adaptive streaming.

AI-POWERED ADVERTISEMENT TARGETING
¢ Al-driven ad targeting improves campaign ROI by
25% by analyzing user behavior and content
preferences.
¢ Mobile ad services, OTT platforms, and e-commerce
players stand to benefit from Al-powered ad
placement tools like Kargo Al

SYNTHETIC MEDIA FOR MARKETING
CAMPAIGNS
¢ Al-generated synthetic media (e-commerce ads,
product demos, social media content) is reshaping
marketing strategies.
¢ Tools like DeepMotion can cut production costs by
40%-50%, enabling scalable, high-quality digital
campaigns.

ETHICAL AND INCLUSIVE CONTENT
CREATION

¢ Al models are being trained to reduce biases and
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create culturally sensitive
content, critical for India’s
diverse audience base.

¢ OpenAl’s GPT-4
Multimodal  supports
inclusive script and

dialogue generation.

¢ Ensuring ethical Al use will
strengthen audience trust,
potentially driving 10%—
15% growth in long-term platform loyalty.

AI FOR PROCESS EFFICIENCY IN M&E
Beyond content creation, Al is also optimizing
operational processes, including:
¢ Rights Management — Automated tracking and
monetization of intellectual property.
¢ Content Scheduling — Al-driven scheduling based
on historical trends and future events.
¢ Cue-Sheet Automation - Streamlining
documentation for royalty and rights management.
¢ Advertising Insights — Al-powered market
intelligence for sales teams.
¢ Research & Media Planning — Data-driven audience
insights for strategic planning.

THE RISE OF AI IN CONSUMER TECH
India witnessed exponential growth in Al adoption
in2024:
¢ Al app downloads surged by 135% YoY.

¢ Consumer spending on Al grew by nearly 200% YoY.

RESPONSIBLE AI: MANAGING RISKS &
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
While GenAl offers efficiency and creativity, it also
raises concerns around security, privacy, and ethical usage.
Industry players must implement Responsible Al
frameworks to mitigate risks, such as:
¢ Dataleaks (e.g., Samsung’s ChatGPT-related breach).
¢ Alerrors (e.g., Air Canada’s chatbot refund mishap).

¢ Misinformation and content manipulation (e.g.,
synthetic media risks in advertising).

As Al continues to redefine the M&E landscape,
balancing innovation with responsibility will be critical for
sustainable growth. By leveraging AI’s transformative
potential while addressing ethical challenges, India’s media
and entertainment industry is poised to lead the next era of
digital evolution. ®
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AGILETV AND CANAL+
GERMANY LAUNCH B2B
IPTV PLATFORM

AgileTV is partnering with
CANAL+ Germany to introduce “The
Entertainment Hub,” a B2B IPTV

(»agiletv

More than TV

platform for operators in Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland. This initiative
aims to simplify TV service delivery,
enhance efficiency, and provide a
competitive content strategy. AgileTV
will manage technology, while
CANAL+ Germany will handle content
rights and marketing. The partnership
is expected to redefine the white-label
TV business model, allowing operators
to focus on broadband while AgileTV
ensures seamless TV service.

DIGI COMMUNICATIONS
SECURES €54.76M FOR
EXPANSION IN ROMANIA
AND PORTUGAL

Digi Romania has obtained two
export credit notes totaling €54.76
million to enhance its network in
Romania and Portugal. The loans will
mature in 2025. Additionally, Digi
Spain Telecom secured a €275 million
credit facility to refinance debt and

fund capital expenditures in Spain.
Digi Communications continues to
expand its telecommunications
footprint across multiple European
markets.

DAZN COMPLETES FOXTEL
TAKEOVER; BRAND TO
REMAIN STANDALONE

DAZN has acquired Foxtel Group,
maintaining Foxtel’s brand identity and
content lineup, including AFL and
NRL. News Corp retains a minority
stake. The acquisition enables DAZN
to expand into Australia while
leveraging Foxtel’s strong market

JEL

UP

presence. CEO Shay Segev
emphasized the strategic growth
opportunity, while Foxtel CEO Patrick
Delany highlighted the benefits of
DAZN’s global scale and technology.
The transition will be phased to ensure
a smooth integration.

MFE CONFIRMS TAKEOVER
OFFER FOR PROSIEBENSAT.
1 AT €5.74 PER SHARE
MFE-MediaForEurope has
confirmed its voluntary takeover bid
for German broadcaster ProSiebenSat. 1
at €5.74 per share, the statutory
minimum price set by Germany’s BaFin.

The offer includes €4.47 in cash and
0.4 MFE A shares per ProSiebenSat. 1
share. The move aligns with MFE’s
strategy to expand its stake in the
German-speaking media market. The
offer will be launched upon BaFin’s

MEDIAFOREUROPE

approval, with further details to be
published on MFE’s website.

VIRGIN MEDIA 02 EXPANDS
FAST OFFERING

Virgin Media O2 has bolstered its
entertainment line-up by adding two
new Rakuten TV FAST (Free Ad-
Supported Streaming Television)
channels to its TV service: Rakuten TV
Top Movies and Rakuten TV Action.
These new channels will be fully
integrated into Virgin Media’s
Electronic Programme Guide (EPG) and
accessible through voice search.

They join the existing roster of 32
FAST channels available to Virgin TV

customers, which already includes fan-
favourites like DAZN Women’s Football,
Hell’s Kitchen, and Red Bull TV. The
additions are part of Virgin Media’s
growing FAST strategy, giving viewers
a flexible and free streaming option
alongside traditional linear TV.H
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STARINDIA AD REVENUE
SOARS 40% IN FY24

Star India recorded a 40% surge
in advertising revenue, reaching USD
444 million in FY24,up from USD 318
million in FY23. This growth was driven
by the airing of two ICC cricket

STAR
INDIA

tournaments in 2024 compared to just
one in 2023. Parent company The Walt
Disney Company saw a 2.8% rise in
total revenue, reaching USD 91.36
billion. While total company expenses
declined slightly by 0.6% to USD 79.4
billion, net income saw an impressive
111.2% growth to USD 4.97 billion.
Advertising expenses for the year
dropped to USD 6.1 billion from USD
6.4 billion due to lower theatrical
marketing costs.

PAY TVIN INDIA:

EVOLVING, NOT DECLINING
At the curtain-raiser of FICCI

Frames 2025, industry leaders

asserted that pay TV remains strong
despite digital growth. Experts
emphasized that pay TV continues to
perform well, with robust distribution
systems and consistent consumer
engagement. According to Nachiket
Pantvaidya, CEO of Sony
Entertainment Talent Ventures India,
the industry's challenge lies in

ECCI

finding the next big content
breakthrough rather than blaming the
medium. Sumanta Bose of JioStar
highlighted that content success is
unpredictable and cannot solely be
addressed through increased
investment. Industry leaders
reaffirmed that while digital platforms
grow, pay TV remains resilient and
profitable.

DIGITALTO BOOST TV
OPERATING MARGINS BY
300 BPS BY 2027

Crisil A Crisil Ratings report
predicts a 300-basis point rise in TV
broadcasters’ operating margins to
15% by FY27, driven by increasing

CRISIL

Ratings

digital revenues. With broadband
penetration and on-demand content
boosting digital engagement,
traditional linear broadcasting
revenues are expected to remain
stable or decline slightly.
Broadcasters are leveraging digital
platforms to capture higher ad
revenues from key sectors. Crisil
projects digital revenue
contributions to reach 25% by FY27,
helping broadcasters optimize
content costs and improve
profitability.

JIOSTAR’S ICC CHAMPIONS
TROPHY 2025 AD REVENUE
HITS RS. 800-900 CRORE
JioStar is estimated to have
earned Rs. 800-900 crore in ad revenue

JioHotstar

from the ICC Champions Trophy
2025, falling short of its initial Rs.
1,500-1,600 crore target. High
advertiser demand and premium rates
drove revenue, particularly during
India’s matches. Ad rates for TV
peaked at Rs. 20-25 lakh per 10-
second slot, while Connected TV
rates were Rs. 10-15 lakh. Digital ad
rates stood at Rs. 500 per CPM. The
tournament’s final match saw a 20-
25% surge in ad rates, underlining
the enduring appeal of cricket as a
top advertising platform. Early BARC
data shows 110 million TV viewers
for the first three matches, with total
engagement expected to break
records.®
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DISH DOCTOR

Ask us any questions or problems faced by you in the course of your
business. Our DISH DOCTOR will try and answer them in the best
way possible, in the simplest terms, avoiding the unnecessary use of
technical terms where possible. The service is available free to our

readers and subscribers.

Send Your Queries To: Dish Doctor, 312/313, A Wing,3" Floor, Dynasty Business
Park, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai — 400059. or

Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com. Now you can WhatsApp Your Dish
Doctor Queries To: +91-91082 32956

DIGITAL TERRESTRIAL TELEVISION (DTT)
Q: How is Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) and the

Emergence of Direct-to-Mobile (D2M) going to change the
dynamics of the broadcast ecosystem??

Krishnan Iyer,
Broadcast Consultant, Chennai

Ans.: Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) emerged as a more
efficient and flexible platform. More recently, a homegrown
innovation—Direct-to-Mobile (D2M)—has gained
attention. D2M allows smartphone users to watch live TV
channels and content without relying on mobile data or
internet connectivity, eliminating buffering issues.

Despite these benefits, the rollout of DTT and D2M
in India has been slow and fragmented. Experts recommend
phased implementation of DTT, with clear analog switch-
off timelines across states and regions, robust encryption
technologies, and viewership tracking systems. There is
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also growing consensus that private players should be
allowed to participate in DTT, currently a Prasar Bharati
monopoly, as recommended by TRAI. This would enable
consumers to access more channels beyond DD offerings.

The introduction of D2M has raised concerns
among Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) and the cable TV
industry:

D2M competes directly with TSPs and may not
alleviate network congestion, as originally intended.

The free spectrum allocation by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) gives D2M providers
an unfair advantage over licensed TSPs and MSOs.

The cable
industry, which
operates under a
strict regulatory
and  licensing
framework, could
be adversely
impacted.

The 526-—
582 MHz band,
being considered
for D2M, holds
strong potential for
mobile coverage,
especially in rural
and indoor areas. It
is argued that such
spectrum should be auctioned fairly, maintaining a “same
service, same rules” principle to avoid regulatory arbitrage.

Moreover, critics note that DTT is on the decline
globally—being replaced by IPTV, digital cable, and OTT
platforms—and question the rationale for reviving it in
India, especially given the lack of a seeded decoder market.

Technologies like DTT or D2M offer cost-effective
and scalable solutions to reach these underserved "TV-
dark" homes—particularly in densely populated and rural
areas—for educational content, entertainment, and
emergency alerts.

Adopting a hybrid approach, where satellite and
terrestrial broadcasting coexist, could maximize coverage
and optimize spectrum utilization. Establishing a dedicated
national terrestrial broadcast infrastructure, incorporating
modern technology and inclusive policies, would help bridge
the digital divide and enhance India's media ecosystem.H

42 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

T 721 © o el Faaeat @1 SIERT § 9RT @ ST &
JAHT AT, T I § G 9T &1 UAIERT &, S b
215 < AT © | T TN Bl SIS Bl YAHT H 9 AR
HYF T q g 9 § AeE PRt |

212UH N A F THAV FaT G (SreEdr) A
Hael 21T AT % e i aer &1 2 |

12U A1 ZIOAT & A1 il H § AN A =9 7
TR & AT 2aad l HISHIS & &4 T8l &7 Ao ¢ |

T AT TRV AT (EUEET) BT g9 HEgA
Teed Z120H YSTAT3T l AEHT T Saadl 7 TiuFsl @
Sfaa @ Z 2 |

HaA TETT A
e T fafame @
AT & dad &M
Il &, T Ui
THIT 92 el & |

220q & fou
e 526-582
. EEEIEEAGEEE
KB R co
@I AT e w5
2T AR, o
TererdT 7 99 & [y
T T, T e

rgia AT AR |
oG 01| I 1 o M | P e e e B o e e

T e AU, e daa AT AERT wend o ®
T A avd § 20 T F gF & & A" W 59 32 7 5,
THAR 9 122 et @ q1be § F & 379 5T |

2SI A1 S120H SF R daie 39 a2l 2
T T TEAT & [Q AN THIET AT Thead FHEH 98N
HAl B[99 = 7 G e arel AP T S §-01ier
AR, TR 3 AN 3762 & fod |

FEfAE gftedr @1 StoAm, d eaRe dr =wE
AR UHATY &, Halel i ATIhd] &7 Thdl & AN agd
TUIRT B ST HY Tl & | S Trenresr S qurasi
et @l SR 7 gQ U FAMId 2ol AR SeHiaT ol
o, feforeet farrer @ ares A ura & difzar aiR Rufeae
@ dEH § 7 & | W

APRIL 2025



&
13'CNC EXPO-2025

-
- .
T L India Broadcast
nve Expovision

Cﬁ'

05 | 06 | 07 August 2025

NET
rgence

:HITEX, Hyderabad, India

AL . ® o = *
g Cable TV *A Broadband % OTT r%" FTTH

‘w_ﬂ @ Broadcast Mobiles

D)

ot L=l ipTv

(

Phone:- +91 9505050007, 8897502322, 9391113863
Email:- info@cncxpo.com | cablenetexpovision@gmail.com
website:- www.cncxpo.com

Supported by All India CATV, MSO & Broadband Associations

MEDIA PARTNER:



I CHANNEL CHANGES 1

Here are the major changes that have taken place on the various satellites over

NSS 12 AT 57.0E
On 1st Quran TV has started on
10985 H, clear.

AMOS4 AT 65 DEG E

On 28th Aljazeera English has
replaced CBeebies Asia on 10860 V,
encrypted; Jhigu Nepa Channel, NTV
Kohalpur, NTV ltahari, Sagarmatha
TV, ITV Nepal, 9X Jalwa, RT
Documentary, EuroNews English,
Hungama TV and Sony Yay! Have
started on 10914V, encrypted; Zing
Asia, History TV 18, Times Now and
Discovery Kids India have left; Action
Sports 2, Jhigu Nepa Channel, NTV
Kohalpur, NTV ltahari, Sagarmatha
TV, ITV Nepal, National Geographic
India, & pictures, Star Movies India,
Sony Pix, DD Sports, Aljazeera
English, EuroNews English, Arirang
World, Hungama TV and Sony Yay!
have left 11289 V; Star Movies Select
has started on 12660 V, encrypted;
Action Sports 2, National Geographic
India, & pictures, Star Movies India
Sony Pix, DD Sports and Arirang
World have started on 12714 V,
encrypted; Zee Café, Star Movies
Select, CNA Asia, DW English and
KBS Korea have left.

IS 17 AT 66 DEG E
On 2nd Mahaa Bhakti has started
on 3876 H, clear; Prarthana Bhawan
TV has left 3894 H.

IS 20/36 AT 68.5 DEG E

On 5th Jan TV Plus has started on
4090 H, clear; Woman has left. On
8th Fast 1 has started on 3828 V,
clear. Jan TV Plus has left; Village
TV has started on 4003V, clear; Jan
TV Plus on 4090 H is now encrypted.

India in the past month.

On 18th Star Sports 2 Tamil has
started on 4034 V, Irdeto; CNA Asia
has started on 4064 H, BISS. On
23rd StarSelect and Zee Family have
left 11170 V. On 24th StarSelect and
Zee Family are back on 11170 V,
Nagravision.

APSTAR 7 AT 76.5 DEG E
On 2nd Play Entertainment and
Channel Five have left 3865 V.

INSAT 4A/4B/ GSAT-10 /GSAT- 30
AT 83 DEGE

On 8th Shalini TV has left 3954 V;
Sony SAB India, Star Utsav Movies,
Sony Sports Ten 5, Sony Sports Ten
4, Raj News Kannada, Sports 18 2,
Prarthana Life, Zee Zest, Zee
Cinemalu, DD News, Zee Plex and
Zee Telugu have started on 10970 H,
encrypted; Star Movies Select,
Disney Channel India and Kairali TV
have left; ABP Ananda, Khabrain
Abhi Tak, Sudarshan News, NB
News, Puthiya Thalaimurai, Sakshi
TV, Sony Sports Ten 1/3/4, Good
News Today, Sirippoli, Colors Bangla
Cinema, Adithya TV, Prag News,
Star Life India and Star Sports 1 have
started on 11010 H, encrypted; Argus
News, Mega Musiq, Sangeet
Marathi, Zee Bangla, DD Bihar, T
News, Zee Bihar Jharkhand and
Vedic have left. On 9th Hungama TV,
Isai Aruvi, Star Sports 1 Tamil,
Punjabi Hits, Star Sports 2, Sun Life,
Cartoon Network India, Colors
Marathi, Colors Kannada and & flix
have started on 11050 H, encrypted;
Zee Cinema Asia, MTV HD+, Tata
Play Marathi Cinema and Tata Play
Classroom have left; Republic
Kannada, Pitaara, Pravah Picture,
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Manijari TV, Sidharth TV, Anaadi TV,
Sony Aath, Sony Sports Ten 5 and
News Nation have started on 11090
H, encrypted; Cinema TV, Sun
Bangla, Safari, Peace of Mind TV,
DTamil, Jinvani Channel, 10 TV and
Sadhna TV have left; Vasanth TV,
Enterr 10 Bangla, PTC Chakde, Star
Sports 2, Surya Music, Star Gold
India +1, Bindass, WION, Flowers
TV, Pratidin Time, Bharat Express,
Shemaroo Marathi Bana, Zee Punjab
Haryana Himachal, Public Movies,
Subharti TV, Power TV, Gemini
Music, Surya Comedy, News 1st, TV
9 Guijarati, Swara Sagar, Republic
Bangla, CNN News 18, News 11, Big
TV, France 24 English, Zee Business,
PTC Punjabi Gold, Lokshahi Marathi,
Zee Action, SVBC Telugu, Star Utsav,
News Daily 24,H.

ST1/ST2AT 88 DEG E
On 17th VH1 India has left 11672 V.

MEASAT 3B/3D AT 91.5DEG E
On 17th VH1 India has left 12356 H
and 12523 V.

INSAT 4B/3A/GSAT 15/ GSAT 17AT
93.5DEGE

On 4th DD Yadagiri has moved from
4040 H to 3993 H, clear; DD Sahyadri
has moved from 4008 H to 4029 H,
clear; DD Malayalam has left 4032
H; DD Tamil has started on 4039 H,
clear; DD Tamil and DD Puducherry
have moved from 4051 Hto 4045 H,
clear; Rayudu Vision has started on
4160 H, clear. On 9th DD Himachal
Pradesh has started on 3997 H,
clear. On 11th DD Sikkim has left
4122 H. On 23rd Popcorn Movies has
left4160 H.
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Reach out to over *50,000+ visitors per month

Put out your banner ads on: www.scatmag.com
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INDIA'S LARGEST MAGAZINE FOR THE CABLE TV. BROADBAND, IPTV & SATELLITE INDUSTRY B =21

[ BLS SC ,T INDIA'S LARGEST EXHIBITION FOR
L D1/ - THE INDIAN SATELLITE, CABLE TV,
shpmmises SCAT INDIA DTH, BROADBAND & IPTV INDUSTRY

HOME NEWS COLUMNS SATUPDATE EVENTS SUBSCRIPTION GOVT. POLICIES TECHARTICLES ADVERTISEWITHUS  CONTACT US

THE LATEST EDITION OF SCATMAG SCATMAG OCTOBER 2024 EDITION SCATMAG SEPTEMBER 2024 EDITION

EDITOR'S SCATVIEW EDITOR'S SCATVIEW
Show 2024" Is all sat Securing cable TV and bmadband infrastructurs has :
ar 17-19. 2024 at the Jin hacom

Bl CLICK HERE FOR
gl THE CCTOBER 2024
ISSUE OF SCATMAG

Mumbal This show holds & national governments. The
olution of Indla's cabla and satalile i t;
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SCAT INDIA TRADE SHOW 2024 POISED FOR
GROWTH CN BROADBAND DELIVERY EXCITING RANGE OF PRODUCT SHOWCASE AT

DIGITAL ADDRESSABLE SYSTEMS (DAS) AUDIT

Skm iExane REGULATORY OVERVIEW SECURING CAELE TV & BROADBAND
" INFRASTRUCTURE
Connect. Stream. Skypro!
gy e IMPACTSMS: THE FUTURE OF SUBSCRIBER
MANAGEMENT DELVING INTO Al IN BROADEAND & CABLE TV

REVOLUTIONIZING SUBSCRIFTION MANAGEMENT BOOST TO CONTENT IN ASIAN REGION
IN INDIA: HOW MOBIEZY IS EMPOWERING SMBS

Take advantage & reach new customers thru WWW. scatmag com

India's Most Comprehensive website For CATV
* Magazine's Monthly Articles * TechnicalArticles
* Pay Channel Rates * Website Links & Postal Address of Channels
* C & Ku Band Channel Guide * The Latest Channel Changes
* Dish Doctor * Listing Of CATV Events Worldwide
* Government Policies & Rules Related & CATV

For more details, call or email us at :

SATELLITE & CABLE TV Magazine

312/313, AWing, 3rd Floor, Dynasty Business Park, Andheri Kurla Road,
Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400 059

Mob.: +91-9108208956

Email : geeta.lalwani@nme-india.com Website: www.scatmag.com

*Average visitor per month calculated over a 12 month period.
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The Easiest Way To Pick Up
The World Of Satellite & Cable TV In India...

Satellite & Cable TV Provides You With...

~More Than-
¢ In-depth & Unbiased Market Information
3 0 ¢ Technology Breakthroughs
Yo ¢ Comprehensive Circulation Across
—rears...

The Satellite & Cable TV Industry

Contact us today for great discounted packages for your advertisements!
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MANOJ KUMAR MADHAVAN ~ GEETA LALWANI
www.scatmag.com Mob.: +1-91082 32956

Mob.: +91-91082 08956
Email: manoj.madhavan@nm-india.com  Email: geeta.lalwani@nm-india.com




