MARKET REPORT

TRAI SUGGESTS
INFRASTRUCTURE
SHARING AMONG
TELECOM SERVICE

LICENSEES

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(Trai)
has proposed allowing telecom service licenseesto share
both passive and active infrastructure elements among
themselves. This includes sharing buildings, towers,
electrical equipment, dark fiber, and other infrastructure
components owned and operated by them. The
recommendations aim to
improve cost efficiencies, time |
to market, quality of service,
and coverage for telecom
providers. =
Currently, only spectrum
trading and intra-band spectrum -
sharing are permitted in India.
Trai suggests permitting
spectrum leasing and inter-band 7
spectrum sharing for more
efficient spectrum utilization.

Under the recommendations, telecom licensees
would be alowed to share passive infrastructure such as
buildings, towers, and electrical equipment, aswell asdark
fiber and duct space. The Universal Service Obligation Fund
(USOF) projects should include provisions requiring
universal service providers not to refuse sharing passive
infrastructure with other telecom providersin atransparent
and non-discriminatory manner.

Trai also proposes mandating telecom service
providers that have built mobile network infrastructure in
remote areas with government funding to allow roaming to
other providers on their networks for a specified period.
Inter-band access spectrum sharing between access service
providers in licensed service areas should be permitted,
along with exploring theimplementation of authorized shared
access (ASA) technique-based spectrum sharing.

Additionally, Trai recommends permitting leasing of
access spectrum among access service providersto further
facilitate efficient utilization of resourcesand infrastructure
in the telecom sector. B
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