The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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DD FREE DISH MPEG-2 SLOTS FAILS

The 79th e-auction for MPEG-2
slots on DD Free Dish saw no bidders
due to high base prices. Prasar Bharati's
auction from July 24, 2024, to March 31,
2025, received no interest for the second
consecutive time. The steep pricing was
cited as the main deterrent. The auction
categorized channels into different
buckets with reserve prices ranging from
Rs 9.14 crore to Rs 14.61 crore, but
broadcasters found them exorbitant.

ARASU CABLE TV PAYMENT DEFAULT
Tamil Nadu’s Arasu Cable TV has failed to clear

subscription fees to major
broadcasters, accumulating
outstanding  payments
exceeding Rs 500 crore.
Despite interventions by the
Indian Broadcasting and
Digital Foundation (IBDF),
the Tamil Nadu government
has not addressed the issue.
The financial instability of
Arasu Cable TV, a state-run
service with 1.57 million
subscribers, has led to
concerns among
broadcasters about potential
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business disruptions. Legal actions through the telecom

disputes settlement and appellate tribunal (TDSAT) are

being considered.

DIGITAL NEWS DRIVES BUSINESS

GROWTH

Network18's digital news business recorded a 34%

revenue growth in Q1 FY25,
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experiencing notable growth in monthly active users and

engagement metrics.

NETWORK18-TELEVISION18 MERGER

UPDATE

Network18 Media & Investments Ltd has

received shareholder approval for its
merger with TV18 and e-Eighteen.com,
pending National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) approval. The merger aims to
create a media powerhouse, enhancing
Network18's legacy. Additionally,
Viacom18 and Star India Pvt Ltd's merger

is also progressing with creditor approvals.

SUPREME COURT LOOKS AT CHANNELS

SHUT DOWN

The Supreme Court has asked the central

government for details on g
TV channels shut down in
the last three years due to
license issues, amid a case
involving Power TV. The
interim stay on the
Karnataka High Court's
order restraining Power
TV's broadcast remains in
place, highlighting the
need to protect freedom of
speech and expression.

GTPLHATHWAY HAS NEW INDEPENDENT

DIRECTORS

GTPL Hathway has appointed Dhiren Dalal
and Sunil Sanghvi as independent directors for a

three-year term starting
September 28, 2024. Both
bring extensive experience
in audit, finance, taxation,
and corporate advisory,
enhancing the company's
governance and strategic
capabilities.®
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