FOCUS: OTT

NEW OTT
CONSULTATION
PAPER

The New OTT paper floated should address the
concerns of all the stakeholders.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India is
planning to bring out aconsultation paper for mattersrelated
to OTT players, says amediareport.

TRAI mooted the idea of 1&B Ministry overseeing
the content regulation and the Electronics & Information
Technology Minstry handling the
carriage part.

TRAI isalso planning to
discuss price parity between
OTT video platforms and
distribution channelslike cable
TV and DTH services. Live
content on OTT can be brought
under rules similar to the
broadcasting sector.

In July this year, TRAI
released a consultation paper
on the regulatory mechanism for
OTT communication services,
and the selective banning of OTT services.

Themajor takeaways of the paper include exploration
of themes such as the need for selective banning of OTT
communication apps, such as Meta-owned WhatsApp,
Telegram and Google Meet, aswell aslawful interception of
messages by authorities.

The paper has raised questions like if there is a
need for a collaborative framework between OTT
communication apps and licensed telecommunication
service providers, as well as sought clarity on the
potential challenges that can arise out of such a
framework and its impact on net neutrality, consumer
access and consumer choice.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
has extended the last date for receiving written comments
on the issues raised in the Consultation Paper on
'Regulatory Mechanism for Over The Top (OTT)
Communication Services, and Selective Banning of OTT
Servicesto September 29, 2023. B
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