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The Latest Update on Whats Happening

Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

B <: o=r 1IN

HITIEE ST et 2IaT &1 giar 4

VIACOM18 APPOINTS RAJESH IYER AN R @& e e amet 18 |

Viacom18 has appointed Rajesh lyer to take on
independent charge of Colors regional portfolio of Bangla,
Odig, Tamil and Gujarati.
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lyer joined Network18 in
March 2019 and hasworked closely
with the leadership team to
spearhead new initiatives. Prior to
this and as part of the broadcast
leadership team at ZEEL, Rajesh
successfully launched its second
GEC ‘&TV'’ in 2015. He is no
stranger to Viacom18, having served
the organisation for six yearswhen
heled the marketing portfolio of the network’sflagship GEC
Colors. Hehasa so worked with Star, YuppTV and Ambience
Publicis/Ogilvy & Mather.

Ravish Kumar will continue to lead the network’s
regional broadcast forays in Kannada and Marathi. Both
Rajesh and Ravish will work closely to grow the regional
broadcast footprint of Viacom18.

ZEE HIRES RAHUL JOHRI AS PRESIDENT

Rahul Johri has been appointed as President —
Business, South Asia and will be responsible for leading
the integrated Revenue and Monetisation
team. Johri was associated with the Board of
Control for CricketinIndia(BCCI) asitsfirst
CEO for over four years, being the driving
force in powering the improvement in
monetisation of assetsincluding thelPL and
the BCCl Mediarights.

In order to capture the emerging
opportunities resulting from the explosive
growth in content consumption across
genresin Indiaand South Asia, the Company
has announced the following strategic steps:
Aggregating Content Creation, Streamlining
International Business, Integrating Digital
Assets, Redraw the Movies Business, Finetune its Music
Business, Have anintegrated Revenue & Monetization team

The Company has realigned its leadership team.
Punit Misra will take over as President - Content &
International Marketswhile Amit Goenkawill take over as
the President - Digital Businesses and Platforms. Tarun
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Katial whoisleading ZEES5 Indiabusinesswill continueto
report to Amit Goenka. Shariq Patel will beresponsiblefor
the integrated Movies business and Anurag Bedi will
continue to drive the Music business. Rahul Johri has been
appointed as President — Business, South Asia and will be
responsible for leading the integrated Revenue and
Monetisation team.

UDAY SHANKAR RESIGNS AS DISNEY

PRESIDENT, APAC

Uday Shankar has resigned as President, The Walt
Disney Company APAC and Chairman Star
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& Disney India He will remain with the
company through end of 2020

Shankar will work with Campbell to
identify his successor to ensure a smooth
transition. Since February 2019, Shankar led
Star’saggressiveforay intoregional and local
language programming, transforming Star
into a content powerhouse which now
broadcasts more than 30,000 hours of content
every year. He also consolidated Star’s sports
broadcasting operations through 21st
Century Fox’sacquisition of itsjoint venture
with ESPN. Star has also made strides in
disrupting the country’s digital landscape with the launch
of Hotstar, whichisnow India'slargest over-the-top (OTT)
platform for professionally produced content and has gone
global initsfootprint with offeringsin the US, Canada and
the UK.

PAWAN SONI MOVES FROM NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

Pawan Soni, VP, head of programming & marketing
has moved on from National Geographic. At

UDAY SHANKAR

2020 & 3d d&H Bl & AT A & |

Al 9T A ITAMGSHT B G AT FEA
HHAV AMITT H & [0 SIS & AT B
HIT12019 & BT T & 9B T RE &
AwME &P T =G W & BEBA
g AT, =T & UF e Uaieed ¥ aad
f@, 1 31@ &7 W@ 30,000 T HEFA H
AN Pl © | TR SUAIIGT & A I
T IUHA & 21 B HGIT DI & AR
Pl TN H =2 & T TAR AT Bl
FHfhd (AT |21 7 B2 & wivd & A1Y 39
% [2T1ed Uiged § 3U@-92a Fa @l |l I &I, A1 379
YT B9 A HEEHA T & [T R & A g2 33—
2 (AR WewH & AT RE, FALT g G § o
TR & A f9ay O 3T 9gd & ol ¢ |

A9FA FNITH BIST 999 A+ A
I RGN & BRET 9 qbieT & U, adr &

Nat Geo, Soni wasresponsiblefor overall P& L
and building the network's content and
marketing strategy along with overall business
affairs. He spearheaded many campaigns
involving various ministries dealing with
central and state-level ministers while
managing political sensitivities. Heidentified
opportunities, led and built teams, improved
business process flows and supervised daily
operations. Prior to that, Soni wasAV Pat Fox International
Channel, followed by atwo year run ascommercial head at
Fox Networks Group Asia. He spent over 9 years at the

group.
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DISCOVERY PROMOTES NANJAPPA
CHENDIRA

Discovery has elevated Shaun Nanjappa Chendira
as Head of Advertising Sales, South Asia. Chendira is a
mediaindustry veteran having two decades of experience.

Prior to Discovery, he was General
Manager, India at Da Vinci Media India
Pvt Ltd. Chendira’s prior engagements
include working with Warner Media as
Senior Director, English Entertainment Vertical (HBO, HBO
HD & Warner Brothers) and Director, Kidsvertical (Cartoon
Network & www.cartoonentworkindia.com) for the India
region.

Megha Tata, Managing Director, Discovery, South
Asig, said, “ Shaun has displayed strong and mature thinking
required for the future of both, our linear and our digital
platforms. With his stellar record of accomplishment and
proven experience of driving business revenue, he is well
placed to lead the company to the next level of growth in
his new position as the Head of Advertising Sales. | wish
him all thevery best.”

VYNSLEY FERNANDES NEW CEO OF
NXTDIGITAL

Vynsley Fernandes is now the CEO of
NXTDigital.Vynsley Fernandes has been CEO of Hinduja

group-owned Indusind Media &

gJiscovery
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The business at NXT has seen \ i for @ 2019 % A 65 UfeoTd
an upswing and grew by 65 per cent VYNSLEY FERNANDES T ST 3T T8 704.62 FIE HU

over FY19, from X 704.62crore to
3 1,162.10 crore; operating EBIDTA rose significantly to
% 218.01crore against a loss of ¥ 72.61crore; its PAT isa
healthy ¥ 110.05 crore as against aloss of ¥ 303.43 crorein
FY19.

Vynsley now handlestherole of CEO of NXTDigital
along with the additional responsibility of IMCL.

INDIA TODAY TO SUE BARC

IndiaToday Group is on awarpath with BARC and
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accuses the rating agency of leaking the details of
confidential hearings that led to a fine of ¥ 5 lakh which
IndiaToday TV isstill contesting

Police Commissioner Parambir Singh had announced
the unearthing of a TRP racket, the matter hasonly worsened
with more and more all egations and counter-allegations by
Republic TV, IndiaToday TV and Mumbai police.

India Today Group has now uploaded a statement
on its website that reads:

"There is a malicious campaign on right now by a
few vested interests to drag the name of the India Today
Group into the TRP scandal that broke out on October 8,
2020. Onthat day, Mumbai Police Commissioner Parambir
Singh held a press conference in which he alleged that the
police had found evidence to suggest that Republic TV,
Fakt Marathi and Box Cinema have been systematically
mani pul ating the Tel evision Rating Points (TRP) system.

For 45 years, the IndiaToday Group has adhered to
the highest standards of journalistic ethics. All our actions
are guided by the desireto live up to the network's mission
of being the Gold Standard of Journalism.

In a separate matter, BARC has fined India Today
without presenting any concrete evidence or convening a
proper judicial committee. The issue had been under
contention with them, but since they have leaked the
confidential hearings, the IndiaToday Group will consider
appropriate legal recourse to get justice.

ABP NEWS ELEVATES SUMIT AWASTHI

ABP News has elevated Sumit Awasthi as Vice-
President, Newsand Production. Inthisnew role,
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Awasthi will oversee the planning,
implementation, and devel opment of stories and
projectsin multiple formats for the organisation
With an aim to uplift its editorial
capabilities and drive organisational growth,
Hindi news channel ABPNewsfrom ABPNetwork
has appointed anchor-journalist Sumit Awasthi
asVice-President, Newsand Production, who will
now be taking charge of the editorial department
with all editorial resources reporting to him.
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Avinash Pandey, CEO, ABPNetwork, said,
“We are thrilled to have someone with Awasthi’s skills,
acumen, and experience as the new VP, News and
Production. He has been a great asset to ABP News. His
leadership credentials and expertise will be extremely
instrumental in the sphere of content devel opment and will
also help us expand our overall output.”
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TV ropes in Rakesh Khar to lead the business
content vertical of itsupcoming digital offerings. After linear
news TV format, TV 9 Network isnow turning its attention
to revamping its digital business.

Khar last served as Editor (Special
Projects) at Network 18, earlier worked with
The Economic Times, Television Eighteen,
ZeeNews, DNA and Deccan Chronicle.

Barun Das, CEO, TV9Network, said,
“As the digital landscape evolves at a
breakneck pace, we are coming up with
multiple offerings cutting across various
geographies, languages and catering to myriad consumer
interest areas. Cutting-edge technology will be at the core
of our digital expansion plans and one can expect some
industry-first products. Rakesh Khar joins usto lead one of
thecritical verticals.”

The network comprises four regional language
leadersin TV Telugu, TV9 Kannada, TV9 Marathi and TV9
Gujarati, and the national Hindi news channel, TV9
Bharatvarsh.

HC REPRIMANDS TRAI

High Court of Bombay has repirimanded TRAI and
said TRAI can't take coercive steps in NTO 2.0 case as
High Court reservesjudgment. The Court said TRAI cannot
takeany action against broadcastersfor non-implementaion
of 2020 regul atory framework.

regime for the broadcasting sector
(commonly referredto asNTO), theHigh
Court has reserved the matter for judgment after hearing
extensive arguments of both the sides.

The assurance of the Respondent Authority (TRAI)
would extend to not just the petitioners who have
approached the Bombay High Court but even non-
petitioners, whether broadcasters, MSO, DTH or cable
operators. Thiswould mean that the NTO regime of 2017
(implemented in 2019) would continue to be the applicable
regulatory framework and TRAI will not take any measure
or steps against any player (whether broadcaster, M SO,
DTH or cable operators) who stayswithin NTO - 2017 regime
but doesn’t implement the 2020 Amendments. Notably, 2020
Amendmentswhich were notified on January 01, 2020, have
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not been implemented so far and has even been admitted
so by TRAI on multiple occasions.

DD FREE DISH ONLINE AUCTION

DD Free Dish to hold its 49th Online E-Auction for
allotment of vacant MPEG-4 dots.Prasar Bharat announced
the 49th online E-Auction will be held
tentatively on the afternoon of 4th
November for the allotment of vacant
MPEG-4 slotson DD Free Dish platform.

The public broadcaster has invited
applications for the allotment of vacant
MPEG-4 dlots on a pro-rata basis for the
period 10th November 2020 to 31st March
2021

The bidding shall be open to
channels of all genres with the base price
starting at ¥ 34.58 lakhsfor the period between 10.11.2020
t031.03.2021. Successful bidderswill berequired to make
the paymentsin 3 monthly installments as per the payment
schedule defined under the DD Free Dish policy guidelines.

BARC SUSPENDS NEWS CHANNEL
RATINGS

BARC suspendsratings of TV news channelsfor 3
months amid TRP controversy in the midst of the hughe
controversy surrounding its viewership data for TV news
channels.

The NBA (News Broadcasters
Association ) said BARC completely
overhaul its systems and restore the
credibility of theinformationit collects
about what India watched. BARC
measures TV viewership on behalf of
broadcasters, advertisers and
advertising agencies.

Thealleged fake TRP scam came
tolight when ratings agency BARC filed acomplaint through
Hansa Research Group alleging that certain television
channels were rigging TRP numbers. It was alleged that
some families at whose houses metresfor collecting data of
viewership were installed were being bribed to tuneinto a
particular channel.

Mumbai police commissioner Param Bir Singh had
said that Republic TV and two Marathi channels -- Box
Cinema and Fakt Marathi -- manipulated TRP for better
advertisement revenue. Republic TV had rubbished Singh's
clams. m
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