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As the broadcasting industry continues to evolve,
the intersection of telecom and television has become
more pronounced than ever. The Telecommunications Act,
2023, is set to redefine the regulatory framework for
broadcasting services, ensuring modernization,
compliance, and fair competition. India's television
broadcasting sector has undergone a dramatic
transformation—from a state-controlled monopoly to a
thriving, competitive industry. Over the years,
regulations have adapted to accommodate new
technologies such as satellite TV, Direct-to-Home
(DTH), Internet Protocol Television (IPTV), and digital
cable systems.

The rise of Over-the-Top (OTT) platforms and the
growing popularity of Free Dish services have intensified
the challenges faced by traditional DTH and Multi-
System Operators (MSOs). As subscription-based Pay-
TV services struggle with declining viewership, industry
players are rethinking strategies to stay relevant in a
rapidly changing media ecosystem.

The regulatory status of OTT platforms remains a
hotly debated issue in India. While traditional
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs) operate under
stringent regulations, OTT services currently function
outside such oversight. This regulatory gap has raised
concerns over content standards, tariff structures, and
the competitive imbalance between traditional
broadcasters and digital streaming platforms.

A major industry development is on the horizon as
Airtel and Tata Play move toward a landmark merger
of their DTH businesses. This consolidation is expected
to reshape the Indian broadcasting landscape, enhancing
service capabilities and driving synergies in the highly
competitive DTH sector.

From pioneering fibernetworks to driving OTT
innovation,Sandeep Donde, Founder & MD of
Microscan has been at theforefront of India's
digitaltransformation for over two decades

Satellite broadband gets a boost with the new tie-
ups. India’s telecom companies Jio and Airtel are in a
heated competition to secure a strategic partnership with
SpaceX's Starlink, aiming to revolutionize broadband
connectivity across the country.
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