OTT SPOTLIGHT

THE OTT INTEGRATION
AND CONTENT
DISTRIBUTION

INTRODUCTION

The regulatory landscape for Over-the-Top (OTT)
services in India is facing increasing scrutiny as multiple
stakeholders call for their inclusion under an authorization
regime. Concerns have been raised over the impact of
unregulated OTT services on traditional Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs), who are subject to stringent
regulatory requirements. Industry representatives argue that
the current lack of oversight on OTT tariffs, carriage, and
content distribution creates an uneven competitive
environment, favoring digital streaming platforms at the
expense of conventional broadcasters.

REGULATORY CHALLENGES AND INDUSTRY
CONCERNS

During the consultation process on the ‘Regulatory
Framework for Ground-based Broadcasters,’ stakeholders
highlighted a major regulatory challenge—the disparity in
governance between OTT aggregators and traditional
broadcasters. Many linear TV channels, which are bound
by downlinking guidelines
and Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
regulations, are being made
available on OTT platforms ’
with minimal modifications to
their content mix. This
practice, according to
industry players, allows OTT
services to bypass existing
broadcasting regulations,
raising concerns about
regulatory circumvention.

With increasing
broadband penetration, a variety of OTT services have
emerged, leading to multiple definitions of OTT in regulatory
discourse. The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
have classified OTT services into communication-based and
application-based categories. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting’s (MIB) draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 defines ‘OTT broadcasting
service’ as content made available over the internet,
distinguishing it from traditional cable and satellite services.
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UNREGULATED GROWTH OF FAST CHANNELS

Stakeholders have also flagged the rapid proliferation
of Free Ad-supported Streaming Television (FAST) channels
in India, highlighting regulatory inconsistencies between
FAST platforms and traditional broadcasters. Unlike DPOs,
which are bound by strict licensing requirements, FAST
channels operate without similar regulatory oversight,
leading to potential competitive distortions. Industry
representatives have urged policymakers to introduce a
comprehensive regulatory framework for FAST services to
maintain parity with traditional broadcasters.

Several platforms, including Yupp TV, Samsung TV
Plus, Vodafone Play, Tata Play, Distro TV, Patchwall+
(Xiaomi), and LG WebOS, offer live channels to consumers.
Stakeholders argue that these services, despite performing
functions similar to ground-based broadcasters, remain
outside the scope of
existing  uplinking/
downlinking guidelines,
exacerbating regulatory
disparities. The TRATI has
acknowledged these
concerns and emphasized
the need to examine the
regulatory status of FAST
channels to ensure a fair
competitive landscape.

FUTURE
REGULATORY
DEVELOPMENTS

Some stakeholders have also recommended
defining OTT broadcasting services, including Prasar
Bharati’s OTT platform, within the draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023. Additionally, calls have
been made to introduce definitions for ‘current affairs’
content, which remains ambiguous under existing
regulations.

The growing regulatory debate underscores the
urgency for a structured policy framework that addresses
OTT broadcasting, FAST channels, and content
distribution on digital platforms. As industry
stakeholders await further regulatory developments, the
future of India’s broadcasting ecosystem will hinge on
striking a balance between innovation and fair
competition. H
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