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OTT SPOTLIGHT

THE OTT INTEGRATION
AND CONTENT
DISTRIBUTION

INTRODUCTION
The regulatory landscape for Over-the-Top (OTT)

services in India is facing increasing scrutiny as multiple
stakeholders call for their inclusion under an authorization
regime. Concerns have been raised over the impact of
unregulated OTT services on traditional Distribution
Platform Operators (DPOs), who are subject to stringent
regulatory requirements. Industry representatives argue that
the current lack of oversight on OTT tariffs, carriage, and
content distribution creates an uneven competitive
environment, favoring digital streaming platforms at the
expense of conventional broadcasters.

REGULATORY CHALLENGES AND INDUSTRY
CONCERNS

During the consultation process on the ‘Regulatory
Framework for Ground-based Broadcasters,’ stakeholders
highlighted a major regulatory challenge—the disparity in
governance between OTT aggregators and traditional
broadcasters. Many linear TV channels, which are bound
by downlinking guidelines
and Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI)
regulations, are being made
available on OTT platforms
with minimal modifications to
their content mix. This
practice, according to
industry players, allows OTT
services to bypass existing
broadcasting regulations,
raising concerns about
regulatory circumvention.

With increasing
broadband penetration, a variety of OTT services have
emerged, leading to multiple definitions of OTT in regulatory
discourse. The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) and the Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
have classified OTT services into communication-based and
application-based categories. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Information & Broadcasting’s (MIB) draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023 defines ‘OTT broadcasting
service’ as content made available over the internet,
distinguishing it from traditional cable and satellite services.
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Baart maoM Aaovar–d–Ta^p–saovaaAaoM ³AaoTITI´ ko ilae ivainayaamak

pirdRSya pr lagaatar jaaMca kI jaa rhI hO̧  @yaaoMik k[- ihtQaark ]nakao
p`aiQakrNa vyavasqaa ko tht Saaimala krnao kI maaMga kr rho hOM.parMpirk
ivatrNa PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTraoM ³DIpIAaó  pr Ainayaimat AaoTITI saovaaAaoM
ko p`Baava pr icaMtayaoM jatayaI gayaI hO̧  jaao kD,o ivainayaamak AavaSyaktaAaoM
ko AiQana hOM.]Vaoga ko p`itinaiQayaaoM ka tk- hO ik AaoTITI Saulk¸ kOirja
AaOr saamaga`I ivatrNa pr inagaranaI kI vat-maana kmaI ek Asaamaana p`itspQaI-
maahaOla banaatI hO̧  jaao parMpirk p`saarkaoM kI kImat pr iDijaTla sT/IimaMga
PlaoTfa^maao-M kao baZ,avaa dotI hO.
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‘ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarkaoM ko ilae ivainayaamak Z,aMcao’ pr pramaSa-
p`iËyaa ko daOrana¸ ihtQaarkaoM nao ek p`mauK ivainayaamak caunaaOtI kao
]jaagar ikyaa–AaoTITI ega`IgaoTsa- AaOr parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko baIca Saasana
maoM Asamaanata.k[- laIinayar TolaIivajana caOnala¸ jaao Da]nailaMikMga idSaa–
inado-SaaoM AaOr BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  inayamaaoM sao baMQaoM

hOM¸ ]nako kMToMT ima@sa maoM nyaUnatma
saMSaaoQanaaoM ko saaqa AaoTITI PlaoTfa^maao-M
pr ]plabQa krayao jaa rho hOM.]Vaoga
ko iKlaaiD,yaaoM ko Anausaar yah AByaasa
AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kao maaOjaUda p`saarNa
inayamaaoM kao driknaar krnao kI Anaumait
dota hO̧  ijasasao inayaamak piriQa ko
baaro maoM icaMta baZ, jaatI hO.

ba`a^DbaOMD kI baZ,tI phuMca ko
saaqa¸ k[- trh kI AaoTITI saovaayaoM
saamanao AayaI hOM̧  ijasasao inayaamak cacaa-

maoM AaoTITI kI k[- pirBaaYaayaoM saamanao AayaI hO.AMtrraYT/Iya dUrsaMcaar saMGa
³Aa[-TIyaÚ  AaOr dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ³Da^T´ nao AaoTITI saovaaAaoM kao saMcaar
AaQaairt AaOr eiPlakoSana AaQaairt EaoiNayaaoM maoM vagaI-kRt ikyaa hO.[sa
baIca saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaaAa[-baI´ ko masaaOda p`saarNa saovaa
³ivainayamana´ ivaQaoyak 2023 maoM ‘AaoTITI p`saarNa saovaa’ kao [MTrnaoT pr
]plabQa krayaI gayaI saamaga`I ko $p maoM pirBaaiYat ikyaa gayaa hO̧  jaao [sao
parMpirk kobala AaOr saOTolaa[T saovaaAaoM sao Alaga krta hO.
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UNREGULATED GROWTH OF FAST CHANNELS
Stakeholders have also flagged the rapid proliferation

of Free Ad-supported Streaming Television (FAST) channels
in India, highlighting regulatory inconsistencies between
FAST platforms and traditional broadcasters. Unlike DPOs,
which are bound by strict licensing requirements, FAST
channels operate without similar regulatory oversight,
leading to potential competitive distortions. Industry
representatives have urged policymakers to introduce a
comprehensive regulatory framework for FAST services to
maintain parity with traditional broadcasters.

Several platforms, including Yupp TV, Samsung TV
Plus, Vodafone Play, Tata Play, Distro TV, Patchwall+
(Xiaomi), and LG WebOS, offer live channels to consumers.
Stakeholders argue that these services, despite performing
functions similar to ground-based broadcasters, remain
outside the scope of
existing uplinking/
downlinking guidelines,
exacerbating regulatory
disparities. The TRAI has
acknowledged these
concerns and emphasized
the need to examine the
regulatory status of FAST
channels to ensure a fair
competitive landscape.

FUTURE
REGULATORY
DEVELOPMENTS

Some stakeholders have also recommended
defining OTT broadcasting services, including Prasar
Bharati’s OTT platform, within the draft Broadcasting
Services (Regulation) Bill 2023. Additionally, calls have
been made to introduce definitions for ‘current affairs’
content, which remains ambiguous under existing
regulations.

The growing regulatory debate underscores the
urgency for a structured policy framework that addresses
OTT broadcasting, FAST channels, and content
distribution on digital  platforms. As industry
stakeholders await further regulatory developments, the
future of India’s broadcasting ecosystem will hinge on
striking a balance between innovation and fair
competition. 
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ihtQaarkaoM nao Baart maoM mauFt–iva&apna–samaiqa-t sT/IimaMga TolaIivajana

³efeesaTI´ caOnalaaoM ko tojaI sao p`saar pr BaI icaMta jatayaI hO̧  jaao fa^sT
PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko baIca ivainayaamak ivasaMgaityaaoM kao
]jaagar krta hO.DIpIAao ko ivapirt¸ jaao sa#t laa[saoMisaMga AavaSyaktaAaoM
sao baMQao hOM̧  fasT caOnala samaana ivainayaamak inarIxaNa ko ibanaa saMcaailat haoto
hOM̧  ijasasao saMBaaivat p`itspQaI- ivakRityaaM haotI hOM.]Vaoga ko p`itinaiQayaaoM nao
parMpirk p`saarkaoM ko saaqa samaanata banaayao rKnao ko ilae fasT saovaaAaoM ko
ilae ek vyaapk ivainayaamak ZaMcaa poSa krnao ko ilae naIit inamaa-taAaoM sao
Aaga`h ikyaa hO.

yaup TIvaI¸ saOmasaMga TIvaI Plasa¸ vaaoDafaona Plao̧  TaTa Plao̧  iDsT/ao
TIvaI¸ pOcavaa^la Plasa ³SaaAaomaI´ AaOr elajaI vaobaAaoesa saiht k[- PlaoTfa^ma-
]pBaao@taAaoM kao laa[va caOnala p`dana krto hOM.ihtQaarkaoM ka tk- hO ik
yao saovaayaoM̧  ga`a]MD AaQaairt p`saarkaoM ko samaana kaya- krnao ko baavajaUd

maaOjaUda ApilaMikMgaÀDa]nailaMikMga
idSaa inado-Sa ko dayaro sao baahr
hO̧  ijasasao ivainayaamak AsamaanatayaoM
baZ, rhI hO.T/a[- nao [na icaMtaAaoM
kao svaIkar ikyaa hO AaOr inaYpxa
p̀itspQaI- pirdRSya sauinaiScat krnao
ko ilae fasT caOnalaaoM kI inayaamak
isqait kI jaa Mca krna o kI
AavaSyakta pr bala idyaa hO.
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ivakasaiv akasaiv akasaiv akasaiv akasa
kuC ihtQaarkaoM nao p`saar BaartI

ko AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- saiht AaoTITI p`saarNa saovaaAaoM kao p`saarNa
saovaa ³ivainayamana´ ivaQaoyak 2023 ko masaaOdo ko BaItr pirBaaiYat
krnao kI isafairSa kI hO.[sako Aitir@t ‘krMT Afoyasa-’ saamaga`I
ko ilae pirBaaYaayao M poSa krnao ka BaI Aaga`h ikyaa hO¸ jaao maaOjaUda
ivainayamaao M ko tht AspYT banaI hu[- hO.

baZ,tI ivainayaamak bahsa ek saMricat naIit Z,aMcao kI t%kala
AavaSyakta kao roKaMikt krtI hO jaao AaoTITI p`saarNa¸ fasT
caOnala AaOr iDijaTla PlaoTfa^ma- pr saamaga`I ivatrNa kao saMbaaoiQat
krtI hO.caUMik ]Vaoga ko ihtQaark Aagao ko ivainayaamak ivakasa kI
p`itxaa kr rho hOM¸ [sailae Baart ko p`saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ ka
BaivaYya navaacaar AaOr inaYpxa p`itspQaa- ko baIca saMtulana banaanao pr
inaBa-r krogaa. 




