MARKET REPORT

IN-SPACE EXTENDS
DEADLINE FOR
FOREIGN SATELLITES
TO OPERATE IN INDIA

The Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) has granted a six-month
extension to foreign satellites, allowing them to continue
providing communication and broadcasting services in
India without prior authorisation from the space regulator
until September 30, 2025.

Previously, all such foreign satellites were mandated
to obtain authorisation from IN-SPACe by March 31 to
continue operations in the country. The regulator has now
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under the existing framework. However, any new non-Indian
satellite or additional capacity from existing satellites in any
frequency band will require IN-SPACe’s approval moving
forward.

“With effect from October 1, 2025, only IN-SPACe-
authorised non-Indian satellites and constellations in any
frequency band shall be permitted to provide capacity in
India,” the regulator stated.

According to officials, multiple foreign satellite
operators have recently applied for approvals, a process
that typically takes about 120 days after the submission of
complete details. However, many applications have remained
pending since September last year.

“Sometimes, applications are incomplete, and
additional details are required, which leads to delays. Only
when an application is fully complete does the standing
committee review it,” an official explained.

A second official highlighted that the committee
evaluates several parameters, including the shareholding
structure of satellite operators, before granting
authorisation. “Security remains the topmost priority when
approving foreign satellites,” the official added.®
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