
29 SATELLITE & CABLE TV MARCH 2025

BROADCAST SPOTLIGHT

p̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaIp̀saarNa pholaI
$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa$proKa kao samaJanaa

pircay apircay apircay apircay apircay a
Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa xao~ nao ek sarkarI inayaMi~t [ka[-

sao ek gaitSaIla AaOr p`itspQaI- ]Vaoga maoM ]llaoKnaIya pirvat-na ikyaa
hO.1991 ko ]darIkrNa yauga sao phlao̧  sarkarI svaaima%va vaalaa p`saarNakta-
dUrdSa-na [sa xao~ maoM ekmaa~ iKlaaD,I qaa.halaaMik Aaiqa-k sauQaaraoM AaOr
naIitgat pirvat-naaoM nao inajaI p`saarkaoM ko ilae drvaajao Kaola idyao̧  ijasasao
saamaga`I ivatrNa AaOr phuMca maoM ËaMitkarI badlaava Aayaa.ipClao kuC vaYaao-
M maoM̧  saOTolaa[T TolaIivajana¸ Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saovaayaoM̧  [MTrnaoT
p`aoTaoka^la TolaIivajana ³Aa[-pITIvaI´ AaOr iDijaTla kobala isasTma saiht
tknaIk p`gait kao samaayaaoijat krnao ko ilae ivainayaamak Z,aMcao ivakisat
hue hOM.yah laoK Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa ko eoithaisak ivakasa¸
ivainayaamak maIla ko p%qar AaOr maaOjaUda pirdRSya pr najar Dalata hO.

1991 sao phlao¸ Baart maoM TolaIivajana p`saarNa pr pUrI trh
sarkar ka inayaM~Na qaa.1990 maoM p`saar BaartI AiQainayama ko laagaU haonao
ko baad p̀saar BaartI Wara saMcaailat dUrdSa-na ekmaa~ p̀saarNakta- qaa.saamagàI
]%padna AaOr ivatrNa rajya Wara p`baMiQat qao̧  ijasasao dSa-kaoM kI psaMd
saIimat hao gayaI AaOr [sa xao~ maoM inajaI BaagaodarI saIimat hao gayaI.

1991 ko Aaiqa-k ]darIkrNa nao Baart ko TolaIivajana p`saarNa
pirdRSya maoM ek mah%vapUNa- badlaava kao icainht ikyaa.inajaI Aa^proTrao kao
baajaar maoM p`vaoSa krnao kI Anaumait dI gayaI¸ ijasasao kobala TolaIivajana
naoTvak- ³ivainayamana´ AiQainayama ³saITIena AiQainayama´ AaOr saMbaiQat
inayamaaoM kI Sau$Aat hu[-.yao ivainayamana kobala naoTvak- saMcaalana¸ laa[saoMisaMga¸
saovaa kI gauNava<aa AaOr saamaga`I maanakaoM kao inayaMi~t krto qao.

2000 maoM sarkar nao TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM ko ilae naIitgat idSaa
inado-Sa poSa ikyao̧  ijasamaoM Anaumait¸ spo@T/ma AavaMTna AaOr saamaga`I ivainayamana
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The television broadcasting sector in India has
undergone a remarkable transformation from a government-
controlled entity to a dynamic and competitive industry.
Prior to the liberalization era of 1991, Doordarshan, the state-
owned broadcaster, was the sole player in the sector.
However, economic reforms and policy changes opened
the doors for private broadcasters, revolutionizing content
distribution and accessibility. Over the years, regulatory
frameworks have evolved to accommodate technological
advancements, including satellite television, Direct-to-
Home (DTH) services, Internet Protocol Television (IPTV),
and digital cable systems. This article explores the historical
evolution, regulatory milestones, and the current landscape
of television broadcasting in India.

Before 1991, television broadcasting in India was
exclusively controlled by the government. Doordarshan,
operated by Prasar Bharati following the enactment of the
Prasar Bharati Act in 1990, was the only broadcaster. Content
production and distribution were state-managed, limiting
viewer choices and private participation in the sector.

The economic liberalization of 1991 marked a
significant shift in India’s television broadcasting landscape.
Private operators were permitted to enter the market, leading
to the introduction of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act (CTN Act) and related rules. These
regulations governed cable network operations, licensing,
service quality, and content standards.

In 2000, the government introduced policy guidelines
for satellite television channels, covering permissions,
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spectrum allocation, and content regulation. The launch of
India’s first DTH platform in 2003, following the issuance
of DTH guidelines in 2001, further diversified the distribution
ecosystem.

REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS AND DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION

♦ 2004: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) was entrusted with regulating carriage and
distribution of broadcasting and cable services.

♦ 2008: Guidelines for IPTV services were issued,
enabling telecom operators to offer television
content over internet networks.

♦ 2009: Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) services were
introduced to improve content delivery to cable
operators.

♦ 2011: The government announced the digitalization
of cable TV networks, culminating in complete digital
switchover by 2017.

♦ 2017: TRAI introduced a comprehensive regulatory
framework ensuring transparency, fair pricing, and
consumer protection in the broadcasting sector.

♦ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)
revised the uplinking and downlinking policy to
streamline permissions and facilitate ease of
business.

EXISTING POLICY FRAMEWORK
♦ Uplinking and Downlinking of Satellite TV Channels:

Revised in 2022 to simplify licensing and regulatory
compliance.

Saaimala qao.2001 maoM DITIeca idSaa–inado-Sa jaarI krnao ko baad 2003 maoM
Baart ko phlao DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma- kI Sau$Aat nao ivatrNa pairisqaqaitkI
tM~ kao AaOr ivaivaQatapUNa- banaa idyaa.
ivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-naivainayaamak ivakasa AaOr iDijaTla pirvat-na

♦ 2004:BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivainayaamak p̀aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  kao p̀saarNa
AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko kOirja AaOr ivatrNa kao ivainayaimat krnao
ka kama saaOMpa gayaa.

♦ 2008:Aa[-pITIvaI saovaaAaoM ko ilae idSaa inado-Sa jaarI ikyao gayao̧
ijasasao dUrsaMcaar Aa^proTraoM kao [MTrnaoT naoTvak- pr TolaIivajana
saamaga`I p`dana krnao maoM saxama banaayaa gayaa.

♦ 2009:kobala Aa^proTraoM kao kMToMT iDlaIvarI maoM sauQaar ko ilae
hoD–eMD–[na–d^–ska[- ³ihT\sa´ saovaayaoM Sau$ kI gayaI.

♦ 2011:sarkar nao kobala TolaIivajana naoTvak- ko iDijaTlaIkrNa kI GaaoYaNaa
kI̧  ijasaka AMt 2017 tk pUNa- iDijaTla isvacaAaovar  maoM huAa.

♦ 2017:T/a[- nao p`saarNa xao~ maoM pardiSa-ta¸ ]icat maUlya inaQaa-rNa
AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMrxaNa sauinaiScat krnao ko ilae vyaapk inayaamak
Z,aMcaa poSa ikyaa.

♦ saUcanaa AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ nao AnaumaityaaoM kao
sauvyavaisqat krnao AaOr vyaapar kao Aasaana banaanao ko ilae
ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga naIit kao saMSaaoiQat ikyaa.

maa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaamaa Oja Uda naIit Z,a Mcaa
♦ saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga: laa[saoMisaMga

AaOr ivainayamak Anaupalana kao sarla banaanao ko ilae 2022 maoM
saMSaaoiQat ikyaa gayaa.
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♦ Direct-to-Home (DTH) Services: Licensing
framework amended in 2020, followed by operational
guidelines in 2022.

♦ Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) Services: Policy
amended in 2020 to permit infrastructure sharing.

♦ IPTV Services: Guidelines formulated in 2008 to
regulate internet-based TV services.

CURRENT JIGSAW PUZZLE
The Indian television broadcasting industry is a mix of
private and public players offering content via multiple
platforms:

♦ Private Broadcasters: Operate Pay TV and Free-to-
Air (FTA) channels through cable, DTH, HITS, and
IPTV services.

♦ Public Broadcaster: Prasar Bharati, operating
Doordarshan and DD Free Dish, continues to serve
a significant audience.

♦ Revenue Growth: The industry generated Rs. 696
billion in 2023 and is projected to reach Rs. 766 billion
by 2026, growing at a CAGR of 3.2%.

♦ Television Channel Landscape: As of March 2024,

♦ Dâyaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ saovaayaoM: laa[saoMisaMga Z,aMcao maoM 2020 maoM
saMSaaoQana va 2022 maoM saMcaalana saMbaMQaI idSaa inado-Sa jaarI ikyao gayao.

♦ hoD–eMD–[na–d–ska[- ³ihT\sa saovaayaoḾ : bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao saaJaa
kI Anaumait ko ilae 2020 maoM naIit maoM saMSaaoQana ikyaa gayaa.

♦ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM: [MTrnaoT AaQaairt TIvaI saovaaAaoM kao ivainayaimat
krnao ko ilae 2008 maoM idSaainado-Sa tOyaar ikyao gayao.

vat-maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaIvat -maana pholaI
BaartIya TolaIivajana p̀saarNa ]Vaoga inajaI AaOr saava-jainak iKlaaiD,yaaoM

ka imaEaNa hO̧  jaao k[- PlaoTfa^maao-M ko maaQyama sao saamaga`I p`dana krto hOM:
♦ inajaI p`saarNakta-: kobala¸ DITIeca¸ ihT\sa AaOr Aa[-pITIvaI

saovaaAaoM ko maaQyama sao po TIvaI AaOr ÍI–TU–eyar ³efTIe´
caOnala saMcaailat krto hOM.

♦ saava-jainak p`saarNakta-:dUrdSa-na AaOr DIDI ÍIiDSa ka saMcaalana
krnao vaalaa p`saar BaartI ]llaoKnaIya dSa-kaoM kao saovaa p`dana kr
rha hO.

♦ rajasva vaRiw:]Vaoga nao 2023 maoM 696 ibailayana Épyao kmaayao
AaOr 2026 tk 766 ibailayana $pyao tk phuMcanao kI ]mmaId hO̧
jaao 3º2 kI saIejaIAar kI dr sao baZ, rha hO.

♦ TolaIivajana caOnala pirdRSya: maaca- 2024 tk¸ emaAa[-baI nao 922
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MIB has permitted 922 satellite television channels,
including 361 pay TV channels (258 SD and 103 HD).

♦ Distribution Infrastructure: India has 844 Multi-
System Operators (MSOs), 1 HITS operator, 4 pay
DTH operators, and 52 IPTV providers, alongside
81,706 registered cable operators.

♦ Subscriber Base: 62 million cable TV households, 2
million HITS subscribers, 45 million DD Free Dish
households, and 61.97 million active pay DTH
subscribers as of March 2024.

LICENSING AND PERMISSIONS
MIB grants permissions under two categories—

‘News and Current Affairs’ and ‘Non-News and Current
Affairs’—covering:

♦ Uplinking and Downlinking of Channels: Governed
by the 2022 policy, requiring security clearances and
regulatory compliance.

♦ Setting Up Teleports:
Subject to approvals
from the Department of
Space and MHA.

♦ News Agencies:
Permitted under the
2022 guidelines for
content gathering and
distribution.

♦ DTH Services:
Licensing agreements
issued under the Indian
Telegraph Act, detailing
terms of operation and compliance.

♦ HITS Services: Operated under a Grant of Permission
Agreement (GOPA) with specific obligations and
technical standards.

♦ IPTV Services: Requires self-declaration and
compliance with telecom and broadcasting
regulations.
India’s television broadcasting sector has evolved

significantly from a state-controlled monopoly to a dynamic
industry characterized by competition, technological
advancements, and regulatory reforms. With continued
digitalization, expansion of IPTV, and growing DTH
penetration, the industry is poised for further growth and
innovation. As the sector advances, policy frameworks will
continue to evolve to balance business interests, consumer
rights, and regulatory oversight, ensuring a vibrant and
competitive broadcasting ecosystem in India. 

saOTolaa[T TIvaI caOnalaaoM kao Anaumait dI¸ ijasamaoM 361 po TIvaI
caOnala ³258 esaDI va 103 ecaDI´ Saaimala hOM.

♦ ivatrNa saMrcanaa: Baart mao M 844 malTI isasTma Aa^proTr
³emaesaAaó ¸ 1 ecaAa[-TIesa Aa^proTr¸ 4 po DITIeca Aa^proTr
AaOr 52 Aa[-pITIvaI p`dta hOM̧  saaqahI 81¸706 pMjaIkRt kobala
Aa^proTr hO.

♦ ga`ahk AaQaar: maaca- 2024 tk 62 imailayana kobala TIvaI
pirvaar¸ 2 imailayana ihT\sa ga`ahk¸ 45 imailayana DIDI ÍIiDSa
pirvaar AaOr 61º97 imailayana saiËya po DITIeca ga`ahk hOM.

laa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa Mlaa[sa o M isa Mga AaOr Ana umaityaa M
emaAa[-baI dao EaoiNayaaoM ko AMtga-t AnaumaityaaM p`dana krta hO–

samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak maamalao AaOr gaOr samaacaar AaOr samasaamaiyak
maamalao–ijasamaoM Saaimala hO:

♦ caOnalaaoM kI ApilaMikMga va Da]nailaMikMga: 2022 naIit Wara Saaisat¸
saurxaa maMjaUrI AaOr ivainayaamak palana kI AavaSyakta hO.

♦ TolaIpaoT- sqaaipt krnaa:
AMtirxa ivaBaaga AaOr gaRh maM~alaya sao
Anaumaaodna ko AiQana.
♦ samaacaar ejaoMisayaaM: saamaga`I
ek~ krnao AaOr ivatrNa ko ilae
2022 idSainado-SaaoM ko tht Anaumait
dI gayaI hO.
♦ DITIeca saovaayaoM: BaartIya
TolaIga`af AiQainayama ko tht jaarI
laa[saoMisaga samaJaaOto¸ saMcaalana AaOr

Anaupalana kI Satao-M ka ivavarNa.
♦ ihT\sa saovaayaoM: ivaiSaYT daiya%vaaoM AaOr tknaIkI maanakaoM ko saaqa

Anaumait samaJaaOto ³jaIAaopIe´ ko tht saMcaailat.
♦ Aa[-pITIvaI saovaayaoM: [sako ilae sva–GaaoYaNaa va dUrsaMcaar AaOr

p`saarNa ivainayamaaoM ka Anaupalana AavaSyak hO.
Baart ka TolaIivajana p̀saarNa xao~ rajya inayaMi~t ekaiQakar sao

p̀itspQaa-̧  tknaIkI p̀gait AaOr ivainayamak sauQaaraoM kI ivaSaoYata vaalao ek
gaitSaIla ]Vaoga maoM mah%vapUNa- $p maoM ivakisat huAa hO.inarMtr iDijaTlaIkrNa¸
Aa[-pITIvaI ko ivastar AaOr DITIeca kI baZ,tI phuMca ko saaqa¸ ]Vaoga Aagao
ivakasa AaOr navaacaar ko ilae tOyaar hO.jaOsao–jaOsao yah xao~ Aagao baZ,ogaa¸
Baart maoM ek jaIvaMt AaOr p̀itspQaI- p̀saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ sauinaiScat
krnao ko ilae vyaavasaaiyak ihtaoM̧  ]pBaao@ta AiQakaraoM AaOr ivainayaamak
inagaranaI saMtuilat krnao ko ilae naIitgat Z,aMcao ivakisat haoto rhoMgao. 




