BROADCAST SPOTLIGHT

DECODING THE
BROADCAST JIGSAW
FRAMEWORK

INTRODUCTION

The television broadcasting sector in India has
undergone a remarkable transformation from a government-
controlled entity to a dynamic and competitive industry.
Prior to the liberalization era of 1991, Doordarshan, the state-
owned broadcaster, was the sole player in the sector.
However, economic reforms and policy changes opened
the doors for private broadcasters, revolutionizing content
distribution and accessibility. Over the years, regulatory
frameworks have evolved to accommodate technological
advancements, including satellite television, Direct-to-
Home (DTH) services, Internet Protocol Television (IPTV),
and digital cable systems. This article explores the historical
evolution, regulatory milestones, and the current landscape
of television broadcasting in India.

Before 1991, television broadcasting in India was
exclusively controlled by the government. Doordarshan,
operated by Prasar Bharati following the enactment of the
Prasar Bharati Act in 1990, was the only broadcaster. Content
production and distribution were state-managed, limiting
viewer choices and private participation in the sector.

The economic liberalization of 1991 marked a
significant shift in India’s television broadcasting landscape.
Private operators were permitted to enter the market, leading
to the introduction of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act (CTN Act) and related rules. These
regulations governed cable network operations, licensing,
service quality, and content standards.

In 2000, the government introduced policy guidelines
for satellite television channels, covering permissions,

¥, JeaEe ToieeH,

YRl 9ol
TN @l GISHT

AT | Sl TR & ° U AN A 2o
7 U Mad@ A7 uferdt TEm § S aiadq e
% 11991 % TN T 4 e, FIhT] H1He aTell Tl
TEIH 0 &F 4 UHAR Pl O | 2Tt e JAnT A
HifeFTd aRaEl | il Wl & WU &2an a5, B
AT faaer AR 9gE § Fifert aead 3T | e e adl
TF-2-EM (R Far, FeTe
eI Zlfaa (AEueEr) Ar fited saa frew afa
TU R T2 W NG § Zelliged PR & Ufeid e,
faame 41| & 9 3 el URgsd W TS ST € |

1991 ¥ e, YId ¥ e GAEY W g d7E
AIHT &N AT 4711990 § TAR Rl MIH & @1 &
% a1 TAT I 1T Hleldl 7a 9 U TATh 21 | Al
I AR fad T gN ydtad o, B adal @ wHe
HIA 21 T AT 3 e § ol qrTET W 2 T

1991 & & TEEEHIT 1 9Fd & ellfae G
uRged § Uk eaql aead @i fafved fopar | et sfiqveir
Wﬁﬁ«ﬁﬁﬂﬂjﬂﬁ@rmﬂ S daw 2eifae
Team (fafee) sfafem (AT sfafem) ar Fara
Tl &l 3T &5 | 9 [T dhad Jead, JaTed, agdi,
AT B1 JoTEd AT AT AN Bl AT & |

2000 ¥ THT T elfeelT el & [T AT o

Me9T UgT o, TP STy, Targd sreed AR Al fafaes

<

29 SATELLITE & CABLE TV

MARCH 2025



BROADCAST SPOTLIGHT

» ¥
v

spectrum allocation, and content regulation. The launch of
India’s first DTH platform in 2003, following the issuance
of DTH guidelines in 2001, further diversified the distribution

ecosystem.
REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS AND DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION

¢ 2004: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) was entrusted with regulating carriage and
distribution of broadcasting and cable services.

4 2008: Guidelines for IPTV services were issued,
enabling telecom operators to offer television
content over internet networks.

¢ 2009: Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) services were
introduced to improve content delivery to cable
operators.

¢ 2011: The government announced the digitalization
of cable TV networks, culminating in complete digital
switchover by 2017.

¢ 2017: TRAI introduced a comprehensive regulatory
framework ensuring transparency, fair pricing, and
consumer protection in the broadcasting sector.

¢ The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB)

revised the uplinking and downlinking policy to
streamline permissions and facilitate ease of
business.

EXISTING POLICY FRAMEWORK

¢

Uplinking and Downlinking of Satellite TV Channels:
Revised in 2022 to simplify licensing and regulatory
compliance.
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¢ Direct-to-Home (DTH) Services: Licensing
framework amended in 2020, followed by operational
guidelines in 2022.

¢ Head-end-in-the-Sky (HITS) Services: Policy
amended in 2020 to permit infrastructure sharing.

¢ IPTV Services: Guidelines formulated in 2008 to
regulate internet-based TV services.

CURRENT JIGSAW PUZZLE
The Indian television broadcasting industry is a mix of
private and public players offering content via multiple
platforms:
¢ Private Broadcasters: Operate Pay TV and Free-to-
Air (FTA) channels through cable, DTH, HITS, and
IPTV services.
¢ Public Broadcaster: Prasar Bharati, operating
Doordarshan and DD Free Dish, continues to serve
a significant audience.
¢ Revenue Growth: The industry generated Rs. 696
billion in 2023 and is projected to reach Rs. 766 billion
by 2026, growing at a CAGR of 3.2%.
¢ Television Channel Landscape: As of March 2024,
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MIB has permitted 922 satellite television channels,
including 361 pay TV channels (258 SD and 103 HD).

¢ Distribution Infrastructure: India has 844 Multi-
System Operators (MSOs), 1 HITS operator, 4 pay
DTH operators, and 52 IPTV providers, alongside
81,706 registered cable operators.

4 Subscriber Base: 62 million cable TV households, 2
million HITS subscribers, 45 million DD Free Dish
households, and 61.97 million active pay DTH
subscribers as of March 2024.

LICENSING AND PERMISSIONS

MIB grants permissions under two categories—
‘News and Current Affairs’ and ‘Non-News and Current
Affairs’—covering:

¢ Uplinking and Downlinking of Channels: Governed
by the 2022 policy, requiring security clearances and
regulatory compliance.

¢ Setting Up Teleports:

Subject to approvals

from the Department of

Space and MHA.

¢ News Agencies:

Permitted under the

2022 guidelines for

content gathering and

distribution.
¢ DTH Services:

Licensing agreements

issued under the Indian

Telegraph Act, detailing

terms of operation and compliance.

¢ HITS Services: Operated under a Grant of Permission
Agreement (GOPA) with specific obligations and
technical standards.

¢ IPTV Services: Requires self-declaration and
compliance with telecom and broadcasting
regulations.

India’s television broadcasting sector has evolved
significantly from a state-controlled monopoly to a dynamic
industry characterized by competition, technological
advancements, and regulatory reforms. With continued
digitalization, expansion of IPTV, and growing DTH
penetration, the industry is poised for further growth and
innovation. As the sector advances, policy frameworks will
continue to evolve to balance business interests, consumer
rights, and regulatory oversight, ensuring a vibrant and
competitive broadcasting ecosystem in India. B
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