STREAMING RECORDS WITH OVER
60 CRORE VIEWS ON JIOHOTSTAR

The highly anticipated India vs. Pakistan match at
the ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai recorded a staggering
60.2 crore views on JioHotstar, the newly merged streaming
platform of JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar.

During India’s run chase, the viewership initially
surged to 33.8 crore views and held
steady at 36.2 crore views. It is important
to note that ‘views’ represent the total
number of times the content was
watched, including multiple replays by
the same user, unlike ‘viewers,” which
count unique individuals engaging with
the content.

By comparison, Disney+ Hotstar,
the official broadcaster, previously showcased peak
concurrent viewership figures for major cricket events.
The India vs. Pakistan match at the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 peaked at 3.5 crore concurrent viewers,
while the 2024 T20 World Cup encounter hit 5.3 crore.
Similarly, the Asia Cup match between the two teams
recorded a peak concurrency of 2.8 crore viewers.

I&B MINISTRY CONSIDERS NEW LEGAL
FRAMEWORK

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry is
evaluating the necessity of a new legal
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while existing laws provide some

oversight, there is growing public

demand for stricter regulations. It cited

concerns that the constitutional right to freedom of
expression is being misused to showcase explicit and
violent content.

OTT PLATFORMS WARNED AGAINST
OBSCENE AND VULGAR CONTENT

The government has issued an advisory reminding
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OTT platforms of their
obligation to comply with
content classification rules and
restrictions on obscene and
vulgar material.

The advisory follows
complaints from Members of
Parliament, statutory bodies, and
the general public about the
proliferation of explicit content
on digital platforms. The
Ministry referred to the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, which mandate that
OTT platforms:

¢ Refrain from transmitting content prohibited by law.
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¢ Implement age-based classification for content.

¢ Enforce access control for adult-rated material to
prevent minors from viewing it.

PIRACY COSTS OTT PLATFORMS UPTO
25% OF REVENUE
Despite employing encryption and digital rights
management (DRM) tools, streaming platforms in India
continue to suffer significant revenue losses—up to 25%
annually—due to piracy.
Industry experts note that
premium content is frequently
leaked online within an hour of
release. Platforms such as
Telegram and WhatsApp have
become hotspots for ’
unauthorized distribution.
Aloke Majumdar, Vice
President of Technology at Hoichoi,
stated, “Despite upgrading our
security measures, our content still finds its way onto
unauthorized platforms, causing major financial losses.”
Similarly, Anuja Trivedi, Chief Marketing Officer at
Shemaroo, expressed concerns about illegal file-sharing,
emphasizing the need for stronger action against piracy.
Dilip Chandra, Senior Vice President at Aha OTT, echoed
these sentiments, calling piracy “the biggest menace” for
the industry.®
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