The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV
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ZEE AUDIT LAPSE FINE ON DELOITTE
HASKINS & SELLS

The National Financial Reporting Authority
(NFRA) has imposed a Rs 2 crore fine on Deloitte Haskins
& Sells for audit deficiencies concerning Zee Entertainment
Enterprises Ltd. (ZEEL) during the financial years 2018—
19 and 2019-20. Additionally,
chartered accountants A.B. Jani and
Rakesh Sharma have been fined Rs10
lakh and Rs 5 lakh, respectively.

Jani, the Engagement Partner
(EP), has been barred from auditing for FFEmmeeeerr
five years, while Sharma, the BRI
Engagement Quality Control Reviewer
(EQCR), faces a three-year ban.

The NFRA highlighted that the auditors failed to
exercise professional skepticism, neglected management
assertions, and overlooked unauthorized guarantees,
premature fixed deposit closures, and fund
misappropriations—all involving ZEEL's chairman and
management.

BROADCASTERS URGE FOR FAIRPLAY

At an open house discussion held by the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) J
on its consultation paper regarding ground-based
broadcasters (GBBs), stakeholders emphasized |

definition of terrestrial communication used in the
consultation paper. The All India Digital Cable
Federation (AIDCF) called for distinctions between GBBs
and SBBs based on transmission mediums.

RAJAT SHARMA DEEPFAKE CONTENT

The Delhi High Court has issued an
interim order directing the removal of Al-
generated deepfake content misusing the
likeness of senior journalist Rajat Sharma.

Sharma alleged that the content falsely
endorsed drugs for diabetes, joint pain, and
other ailments, infringing his personality and
publicity rights. The court acknowledged the

the need to treat GBBs and satellite-based v
broadcasters (SBBs) equitably. '
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potential harm caused by such fraudulent endorsements
and will consider a permanent injunction in the matter.

NEW IBDF PRESIDENT

The Indian Broadcasting & Digital Foundation
(IBDF) announced Kevin Vaz as its new
president during its 25th Annual General
Meeting (AGM). Rajat Sharma, Gaurav
Banerjee, and R. Mahesh Kumar were
elected vice presidents, while 1. Venkat
was named treasurer.

The AGM also revealed notable
board appointments, including Aroon Purie (TV Today),
Gaurav Dwivedi (Prasar Bharati), and Punit Goenka (Zee
Media), among others.

REGULATION ON DD FREE DISH

The Telecom  Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal
(TDSAT) declined broadcasters'
requests to stay TRAI’s tariff regulation
regarding pay channels on DD Free
Dish. Broadcasters must file a new
Reference Interconnect Offer (RIO)
within two weeks.

CRACKDOWN ON MSO REGISTRATIONS

As of November 2024, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting reported a drop in Multi-System
Operator (MSO) registrations to 843, compared to 998 in
2023. Over the past decade, more than 1,000 MSO
registrations were canceled due to non-compliance or
inactivity.

WARNER BROS DISCOVERY
RESTRUCTURES

Warner Bros Discovery
has announced plans to separate
its TV networks and streaming/
studio business into two distinct
units. This restructuring aims to
maximize profitability for its TV
division while driving growth in its streaming and studio
sectors.®
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