EDITOR’S SCATVIEW

Manoj Kumar Madhavan

India’s broadcast and telecom sectors are
undergoing seismic shifts, driven by policy, technology,
and changing consumer behavior. This month, we
spotlight the industry s efforts to localize and modernize—
from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India's push
for indigenous broadcasting infrastructure to innovations
shaping the future of satellite and streaming.

Despite the many challenges of 2024—ranging from
audience fragmentation to cost rationalization—the
Indian content industry held strong, with quality
programming cutting through the noise. However, the
strain is clearly being felt at the last mile, where local
cable operators are struggling to retain relevance in a
rapidly evolving landscape.

Meanwhile, India’s telecom market, with a
staggering 1.2 billion subscriptions, continues to serve
as the digital backbone for both content and
connectivity. In the public sector, DD Free Dish is set
for a major transformation with TRAI's recommendations
to make it more organized and addressable, signaling a
big leap in accessibility and control.

This edition also explores the rise of generative Al
in media, its impact on content creation, and the projected
30% surge in India’s SVOD market by 2027, powered
by OTT bundling. Notably, operators like GTPL
Hathway are investing aggressively, underscoring the
continued confidence in satellite-based delivery models—
albeit in smarter, hybrid forms.

In our cover story, “Inverto's Bold Vision for the
Future of Satellite and Streaming”, we go behind the
scenes with Subhasankar Mishra, Vice President —
Business Development, South Asia at Inverto. For over
30 years, Inverto has been a leader in broadcast
reception, and now it s charting a new course—shifting
from hardware to solutions and services. With trailblazing
offerings like Q-Stream™ and Q-Ads, Inverto is
redefining what satellite can achieve in the age of
streaming, especially across emerging markets like India
and Southeast Asia.

As you flip through this issue, we hope to spark not
Jjust insights—but conversations about the next leap
forward for broadcasting in India and beyond.
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